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Player edge
possible but
not probable

Dear Mark: I met a player
while playing video poker
who claimed that he always
played with an edge against

the house, and
wins all the
time. The best
p ay t a b l e s
where we play
are Jacks-or-
b e t t e r 9 / 6
machines, and
only four of
them I might
add. You have

stated that on those particu-
lar machines, the house edge
is a half of 1 percent. How
then can he claim that he
always has an edge against
the house?

— Phil G.

For starters, Phil, winning
all the time is never guaran-
teed, even if said player has a
mathematical edge against
the house. I know plenty of
video poker players who
make, or try to make a profes-
sion out of playing video pok-
er who have slumps lasting
weeks, even months, and
that’s with a slight advantage
against the casino.

As for his so-called edge,
yes, Phil, it’s possible. Using
your example, a player play-
ing a 9/6 machine with per-
fect strategy can expect a
99.5 percent return. By get-
ting at least a 1 percent
return in cash back and
other freebies, it’s possible
for the overall return to
exceed 100 percent. By
catching his edge from the
benefits of comps like cash
back or RFBs (room, food or
beverage), he still needs to
hit his fair share of royals,
which appear, on average,
once in every 40,000 hands.
Without his hitting a royal
flush on a Jacks-or-better
9/6 machine, the house edge
becomes 2.5 percent.

Another example where
you would theoretically have
an edge against the house is
seeking out progressive vid-
eo poker machines where the
jackpot exceeds a certain
amount, but in the end, Phil,
it all comes down to identify-
ing machines with a decent
payback, employing perfect
play, getting your fair share
of comps, and hitting those
elusive royals.
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Deal Me In

Happy new year!
This is the year
you’re going to get
in shape, land your
dream job, put

your financial house in order,
quit smoking, work at the home-
less shelter and spend more time
with your loved ones.

Or at least that’s what you
promised to do on New Year’s

Eve. Every year at
this time, I see the
influx of resolute
newcomers at the
gym. They crowd
the place until ear-
ly February, and
then they’re gone
for another year.
Making resolutions
is easy, keeping

them requires a little more work.
If you’re one of the many people

who has trouble with resolutions,
HappinessProjectToolbox.com
may be able to help. The website is
not specifically a New Year’s resolu-
tion site. It’s set up to help people
take action to make their lives hap-

pier any time of year.

The magic bus

The site is the brainchild of
Gretchen Rubin, a lawyer turned

writer. Apparently, while riding a
bus one day she had an epiphany —
she wanted to be happy. For the
next year, she pursued her “happi-
ness project,” exploring happiness-
related science, popular culture and

the “wisdom of the ages.”
The website, in addition to a

book and a daily blog, was the
result of her sojourn. The tools
she developed to become happier
are now available to everyone.

The toolbox contains eight tools:

1. Resolutions — commit to con-
crete, measurable actions

2. Group Resolutions — challenge
a group to take a resolution

3. Personal Commandments —

identify principles to guide your life

4. Inspiration Board — Pull togeth-
er things that inspire you

5. Lists — keep any kind of list

6. One-Sentence Journal — keep
up with a manageable journal

7. Secrets of Adulthood — remind
yourself what you’ve learned

8. Happiness Hacks — share tips
about how to boost happiness

You don’t need to use all of the
tools in order to achieve happiness.
The site advises you to use the tools
that appeal to you. If posting inspir-
ing quotes or pictures motivates
you, use the Inspiration Board tool.
If making lists keeps you organized,
use the Lists tool. If you want to see
how others are achieving happiness,
the Happiness Hacks tool is for you.

In order to use the tools, you have
to register, which is free. When you
use a tool, the posts of other users
are visible. It’s interesting, and

potentially inspiring, to see
what other users have posted.
Posted Resolutions range from
“become a size 4/6” to “have faith,”
while Personal Commandments
cover everything from “don’t worry,
be happy” to “be a force of nature.”
The other tools all contain a variety
of posts from trivial to profound.
You can choose to make your posts
public or private, and you can
change the designation whenever
you want.

Happiness is a warm blog

The Happiness Project Tool-
box site has a bright and
cheery design with a rainbow
of colors. The navigation is easy
to follow and functions well. Ran-
dom animated icons of balloons,
fruit, umbrellas, power tools and
more fly away from the top of the
page, adding a whimsical feel. The
tool descriptions expand and con-
tract one after the other, just long
enough to read them, adding more
motion to the page. Despite all the
movement going on it’s not as dis-
tracting as the moving advertising
on many Web pages.

In fact, other than a plug for the
author’s book, the site doesn’t have
any advertising. The purpose of this
site really does appear to be help-
ing people become happier with
no strings attached. While a lot
of the advice that’s posted
sounds sappy or cliche, there’s a
reason that things become cliche.
It’s usually because they express a
universal truth.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with
links to your favorite websites.

Top 10 resolutions

Get in better shape

Quit smoking

Get organized

Volunteer for a good cause

Spend more time with family

Drink less

Get finances in order

Learn something new

Get a better job

Enjoy life more

Happiness is just a few clicks away

KEVIN

O’NEILL

InSites

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729 Oak

St.: today, Kathy Rimm.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N. Wash-
ington Ave.: today, Cranky
Bitch.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RES-

TAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, Jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.

BELLISSIMO RESTAURANT &

PIZZERIA, 223 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Music by
Robert D.

CLAM DIGGERS, Dickson City:
today, Innertiz; Tuesdays,
open mike night; Wednesdays,
karaoke/dance party with DJ
Honey Do.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today, Wildfire;
Sunday, Somethin’ Else; Para-

dise Stream Resort: today and
Sunday, The Byrd Pressley Band;
Pocono Palace Resort: today
and Sunday, Group Du Jour.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: Fridays and

Saturdays, Wise Crackers
Comedy; Wednesday, open
mike night.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden Street:
today, August West; Sunday,
benefit for WFTE FM featuring
Northern Outlaws; Wednesday,
open mike with Jay Luke.

J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Doublecross.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, Jon-
ny Tsunami.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Tony
Vergnetti.

MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
The Jeffrey James Band.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO

RESORT, Mount Pocono: Sun-
days, Jazz Brunch with Marko
Macincko; Gypsies Nightclub:

today, DJ Daily; Red’s Piano

Bar: today, CJT Jazz Trio; Sun-
day, Marko Marcinko.

MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge
St.: Tuesdays, Pub Quizzo with
Frank Regan.

POOR RICHARDS PUB,125 Beech
St.: Saturdays,DJ Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-

days, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,

Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: today, Jessica
and the South Street Band.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Kartune.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Mark Sutorka; Sun-
day, Tony Piazza karaoke
dance party.

SEASONAL
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS

PRINCESS CLASSICS: Jan. 12,
7 p.m.; Jan. 13-14, 7 p.m.;
Jan. 15, 11 a.m., 3 and 7 p.m.;
Jan. 16, 1 and 5 p.m.; Jan. 17,
1 p.m., Mohegan Sun Arena at

Casey Plaza, $16.50-$56.50.
NEPA’S SEVENTH ANNUAL

UKRAINIAN NEW YEAR

MALANKA DINNER-DANCE:

featuring music by Fata Mor-
gana, Jan. 14, 6 p.m. to 1
a.m., St. Vladimir Parish Cen-
ter, 428 Seventh Ave., $40.
383-9487.

WINTER IN THE CITY COCKTAIL

EVENT: featuring music by Paul
LaBelle and The Exact Change
plus silent auction, Jan. 14,
5:30 to 8 p.m., Electric City Trol-
ley Station & Museum, 300 Cliff
St., $15, benefits Scranton
Tomorrow. 963-5901.

STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HIS-

TORIC SITE EXCURSION: Ice
Harvest Demonstration, Toby-
hanna, Jan. 15, departs 10
a.m., returns 3 p.m.

Please see PLACES Page C3

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Dec. 20-27

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $43,530,802
Payouts: $39,126,565
Active slot machines: 2,464
State tax: $1,176,906
Payouts year to date:

$1,231,837,605

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $24,986,655
Payouts: $22,575,033
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $630,530
Payouts year to date:

$915,370,685

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $54,431,566
Payouts: $49,072,141
Active slot machines: 3,024
State tax: $1,351,761
Payouts year to date:

$1,592,095,529

SOURCE: PA. GAMING
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TV sales up but
buyers wait on 3-D

NEW YORK — People are
buying a lot of televisions
but mostly passing on 3-
D, according to a report re-
leased this week.

According to the research
group DisplaySearch, TV man-
ufacturers sold 247 million
TVs worldwide in 2010 — a
17 percent increase over the
previous year, when the world
was embroiled in the worst of
the global downturn.

But while TV sales were
strong in Europe and Japan,
in the U.S. consumers re-
mained too spooked by the
recession to splurge on a
new set for most of the year.

“As unemployment remains
high and consumers remain
sensitive to price, budget-con-
scious consumers have been
surprised by limited price de-
clines,” said Paul Gagnon, di-
rector of TV research in North
America at DisplaySearch,
adding that manufacturers
chose to add premium fea-
tures such as 3-D displays
and Internet connectivity in-
stead of slash prices.

In all, manufacturers were
only able to sell about 3.2
million 3-D televisions, which
can cost more than $1,300.
A high-definition television
with an LCD screen can be
had for less than $300.

But slow sales can’t be
blamed entirely on high prices
— there just isn’t enough 3-D
content yet for consumers to
watch. It’ll take more three-di-
mensional movies, TV shows
and games to justify the price
of a 3-D TV, analysts say.

Another content problem:
Some popular 3-D movies are
initially sold packaged with
3-D glasses — gear people
with the special TVs already
own. For instance, people
can’t buy “Avatar” by itself,
but they can purchase the
movie as part of a $350 kit
from Panasonic Corp. that in-
cludes two pairs of glasses.

“TV manufacturers really
got ahead of themselves in
2010, and they forgot that
a TV is a tool to watch con-
tent,” said Paul Gray, director
of TV electronics research at
DisplaySearch.

The future may see more
3-D content, if DisplaySe-
arch’s forecast is any indi-
cation. The research group
expects sales of 3-D TVs to
reach 91 million in 2014.

— DANA WOLLMAN,

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New robot can wash
bathroom floors

BEDFORD, Mass. — The
Massachusetts company
that makes a robotic vacu-
um cleaner is introducing a
tiny new robot designed to
perform one of the more un-
pleasant household tasks:
washing the bathroom floor.

IRobot says the Scooba 230
is compact enough to clean
in tight spaces around toilets
and other bathroom fixtures.
The device is 6.5 inches in di-
ameter and 3.5 inches tall.

The Bedford-based firm
claims the Scooba can neutral-
ize up to 97 percent of com-
mon bacteria and — unlike the
old-fashioned mop and bucket
— never reuses dirty water.

IRobot says the new robot
will be available in the spring
with a suggested retail price
of $299.99. The company
plans to unveil it along with
an updated version of its
Roomba vacuum cleaner at
the International Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Ve-
gas that opened Thursday.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS
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