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A
common New Year’s
resolution is to give
more to charity. Many
people can’t donate as
much as they would like

in these tough economic times,
so volunteering their time may
be a better option.

With so many worthy causes, it
can be hard to decide which ones

to help. And if you
have special skills,
such as account-
ing, computer or
design expertise,
maybe you can
offer something
more than just
another set of
hands. So how do
you match your

unique skill set to an organiza-
tion that shares your values?

Catchafire.org was founded to
do just that. The stated mission
of the site is “to provide talented
individuals with meaningful pro
bono experiences in order to
build capacity for social good
organizations.” That’s marketing
speak for matching volunteers
with specialized skills to groups
that need them. The groups don’t
have to be nonprofit, but they do
need to be in the business of try-
ing to help those in need.

Doing well by doing good

Catchafire is not a nonprofit,
and it charges organizations for
pairing them with professionals.
It’s a certified B corporation, oth-
erwise known as a benefit corpo-
ration. This is a fairly new desig-
nation for businesses that focus
on social or environmental prob-
lems. Some states give B corpora-
tions the tax benefits of nonprofit
corporations because they can
provide desirable social benefits.

The way Catchafire works is
sort of like an online dating ser-
vice. Professionals register on the
site with a description of the ser-
vices they can provide and the
causes they are interested in.
Organizations register with a
description of their mission and
the projects they need help with.

Professionals who want to vol-
unteer their services can review
the lists of projects that organiza-
tions have posted. They also will
be sent project descriptions that
match their criteria. If they see
one that interests them, they can
fill out an application on the site.
The organization seeking help
reviews the applications and
selects a volunteer it thinks will
be a good fit. Catchafire arranges
a phone meeting between the two
to discuss the project. If everyone
is in agreement, the two sides
work together on the project.

Many ways to help

The needs of the organiza-
tions are many and varied.
There’s a link at the top of the
website that takes professionals
to a page where they can search
for open projects. On the left side
of the page is a list of 25 profes-
sional skills you can check to fil-
ter your search. The list includes
specialt ies ranging from
accounting and advertising, to
finance and fundraising, to mar-
keting and multimedia.

Below the list is a drop-down
menu of causes from animal
rights to women’s issues. Below
that is a box in which you can
enter a geographic location.
Catchafire works with organiza-
tions all over the world, but most
of the volunteer work can be
done from anywhere via phone,
the Internet and mail. Check the

filters of the skill sets you want to
search, the cause you’re interest-
ed in and the region where you
would like the organization to
operate in, and a list of available
projects appears.

I checked off design for the
area of expertise, children for the
cause and all for the location. The
search returned a list with brief
descriptions of 16 projects that
matched my criteria. They
included designing print pieces,
Web pages, logos, graphics and
illustrations. Clicking on a brief
takes you to a page with more
details on the project.

A second link at the top of the
site takes you to a page on which
organizations can find profes-
sionals to help with their proj-
ects. The page is organized into
categories like the ones on the
professionals’ search page. An
organization can zero in on the
type of help it needs and register
its project to find a match.

Marketing good

The design of the website is
professional and slick. The color
palette and typography are uni-
fied across the site. The content
on pages is organized well, with
good use of images and logical
navigation. For how well done the
site is, there’s a surprising num-
ber of typos.

The language on Catchafire is
heavy with marketing jargon.
While the company’s mission is
to help do good things, the focus
on also making money is tangible
throughout the site. Of course,
there’s nothing wrong with turn-
ing a profit while doing good.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist
for The Times-Tribune. Contact him
at koneill@timesshamrock.com with
links to your favorite websites.
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Catchafire pairs professionals with
groups trying to extinguish problems
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CLUBS
BAZIL, 1101 Northern Blvd.,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Quartet.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Tuesday, Solo-Tu.

THE CLOCKTOWER AT LARUS-

SA’S, 590 Burke Bypass, Oly-
phant: today, Bill & Donna Arnold.

COOPER’S WATERFRONT PUB,

304 Kennedy Blvd., Pittston:
today, The Village Idiots.

GUBBIO’S UNIQUE ITALIAN

RESTAURANT & BAR, 411
Chestnut St., Dunmore: today,
Dashboard Mary.

HEIL’S PLACE, 1002 Wheeler
Ave., Scranton: Wednesdays, The
Village Idiots.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

JASON’S PUB & EATERY, 602
Grace St.: today, Ken and
Mark from Graces Downfall;
Wednesday, Jackson V.

JJ BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Q-Ball.

THE KEYS BEER & SPIRITS, 244
Penn Ave.: today, Blinded Pas-
senger Duo.

LIVE ON LINDEN AT MULLI-

GAN’S, 519 Linden St.: today,
Nowhere Slow Trio.

MANHATTAN DRIVE/BEST

WESTERN PLUS, Dunmore:
Saturdays, The Girlz.

MARTINI GRILL & LOUNGE,

414 Spruce St.: Wednesdays,
Paul Ardito.

MCGRATH’S PUB & EATERY, 112
E. Main St., Dalton: today, Mace
in Dickson.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Lee Strumsky.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Over & Out.

MINOOKA PUB, 2934 Birney Ave.:
today, Dan Reynolds Duo.

OAK STREET EXPRESS, 729 Oak
St.: today, DJ Famous.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Honey Do.

RUSTY NAIL, 732 S. Irving Ave.:
Tuesdays, Open Mic Night with
Random Chaos.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

SLEEPY HOLLOW LOUNGE, Idle
Hour Lanes, 2008 Scranton-
Carbondale Highway: today,
Marilyn Kennedy.

STATIC LATIN DANCE CLUB,

I-81, Scott Exit 199: Fridays
and Saturdays, Latin DJs.

STATION SQUARE PIANO BAR &

GRILLE, 400 Lackawanna Ave.,
Olyphant: today, Wanabees.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Molly Pitcher Band.

WALDO’S TAVERN, 406 Green
Ridge St.: today, Karaoke with
Lynn Fargo.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Upper Case H.

MUSIC
THE LOCAL BOYS: today, food

6:30 p.m., show 7 p.m., Grace
Episcopal Church, Church and
Ninth streets, Honesdale, ben-
efits church’s Grace Abounding
Fund, $10/$15. 253-2760.

THE ATOMIQS, DAYS IN TRAN-

SIT, TRUST US WE’RE DOC-

TORS AND ATLAS ARROWS:

today, doors open 7:30 p.m.,
show 8 p.m., New Visions
Studio & Gallery, 201 Vine
St., $7. Visit NewVisionsStu-
dio.com. 878-3970.

THE GRASS ROOTS: today, 8
p.m., Gypsies Nightclub,
Mount Airy Casino Resort,
Mount Pocono, $25/$20. Vis-
it mountairycasino.com.

IN CONCERT: Scranton Brass
Orchestra with trumpeter Bri-
an McWhorter, Sunday, 7:30
p.m., Houlihan McLean Cen-
ter, University of Scranton,
free. 941-7624.
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‘Gangster’
a decent
gangland
Western

BY ROGER MOORE

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

NEWS SERVICE

The Old West died hard in
the City of Angels. And in
the years after World War II,
battle-hardened veterans
came home to a town “under
enemy occupation,” when
the only way to fight off the
Mob was with a six gun, your
two fists and the right hat.

“Gangster Squad” is a
gang-war drama built on
Western conventions, a root-
in’ tootin’, Camel-smokin’,
whiskey swillin’ shoot-’em-up
about a lawless period in
L.A.’s history when a small
cadre of cops, working out-
side the law, took on Mob boss
Mickey Cohen in a fight for
“the soul of Los Angeles.”

Josh Brolin ably handles
the John Wayne role, the par-
agon of virtue, an incorrupt-
ible police sergeant tasked by
the only honest police chief
(Nick Nolte) to chase out mob
boss Mickey Cohen (Sean
Penn, pugnacious, ferocious).

Ryan Gosling is Jerry
Waters, the cynical detective/
gunslinger who will have to
take sides, but is going to take
some convincing.

Anthony Mackie is the
knife-throwingstreetcopfrom
the black side of town. Robert
Patrick is the aged pistolero
and holdover from the “real
Wild West.” Michael Pena rep-
resents the city’s Hispanic
underclass, a kid who needs to
prove himself. And Giovanni
Ribisi is “the brains,” the cop
with the glasses and the
Army-based knowledge of
wiretaps. They’re a regular
“Magnificent Six.”

“Who’s the tomato?”
That would be Emma

Stone, playing the “dance-
hall girl,” the mobster’s
young moll “poached” by the
handsome Jerry.

“Zombieland” director
Ruben Fleischer may not do
much with this pictorially
that suggests “Western,” but
he keeps the characters icon-
ic, the morality straightfor-
ward and the action clean.
Will Beall’s script is peppered
with character “types” —
gunsels with scars and World
War II-vintage machine guns.
Of course Jon Polito shows

WARNER BROS., WILSON WEBB / AP

Emma Stone plays mob-

ster moll Grace Faraday in

“Gangster Squad.”

‘Gangster Squad’
Stars: Sean Penn, Ryan

Gosling, Emma Stone,

Josh Brolin

Running time: 110 min.

Rated: R for strong vio-

lence and language

Grade: ★★★ (out of four)
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