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Video keno
numbers
are random
CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729
Oak St.: today, Marilyn
Kennedy.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.
ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N.
Washington Ave.: today,
Q-Ball.
ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAURANT, Wheeler Avenue, Dunmore: Sundays,
Jazz brunch with Julian
Sparacino.
THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn
Ave.: today, Coal Town
Rounders; Monday, The Irish
Balladeers.
BELLISSIMO RESTAURANT &
PIZZERIA, 223 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Bill Arnold Band.
CLAM DIGGERS, Dickson City:
Sunday, Jazz and Blues Band.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
Soul Be It; Sunday, Bill Bellamy; Paradise Stream
Resort: today, Souled Out;
Sunday, Soul Be It; Pocono
Palace Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: Fridays
and Saturdays, Wise Crackers Comedy; Wednesday,
open mike night.
IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden
Street: today, Rockabilly &
The 45s; Sunday, WFTE-FM
Get on the Air Benefit Show
featuring Kids on Bikes and
Jung Bergo; Tuesday, Spratt &
Thyberg Comedy Open Mike;
Wednesday, Open Mike with
Jay Luke.
JILLY’S, Court Street: today,
Neil from 5 Percent.
THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.:
today, Walt Prez and The
Awesome; Tuesday, DJ Ben
O’Leary.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays, The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Slow Chidren at Play.
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Hidden Agenda.
MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.:
today, Se A Cabo Santana
Tribute Band.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO
RESORT, Mount Pocono:
Sundays, Jazz Brunch with
Marko Macincko; Gypsies
Nightclub: today, DJ Ice T
with Coco and DJ Jamie Callen; Red’s Piano Bar: today,
CJT Jazz Trio; Sunday, Tara
Michel and Neil Nicastro.
MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge
St.: Tuesdays, Pub Quizzo
with Frank Regan.
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Gail Force.
PAUPACK HILLS GOLF AND
COUNTRY CLUB, 125 Country Club Road, Greentown:
today, A Night Out for Roots
and Rhythm featuring music
by The Crackers.
POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK
HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays
and Saturdays, Jim Waltich
Jazz Trio.
SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop:
Saturdays, Doug Smith
Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
STATION SQUARE, 400
Lackawanna Ave.: today,
Jay Huff.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Jeffrey James Band.
VILLA MARIA II RESTAURANT
AND BANQUET ROOM,
1610 Washburn St.: today,
Millenium.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit: today, Graces Downfall;
Sunday, Tony Piazza karaoke
dance party.

SEASONAL
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS
PRINCESS CLASSICS:
today, 11 a.m., 3 and 7
p.m.; Sunday, 1 and 5 p.m.;
Monday, 1 p.m., Mohegan
Sun Arena at Casey Plaza,
$16.50-$56.50.
STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE EXCURSION: Ice
Harvest Demonstration, Tobyhanna, today, departs 10 a.m.,
returns 3 p.m.
Please see PLACES Page C3

Law & Order
Supersized

Blog examines superheroes and the law

I

n America, it is said that no
one is above the law. But
suppose superheroes and
supervillains lived among
us, like in the world of comic books. Would the law apply to
them in the same way as it does to
us mere mortals?
This premise was featured in the
hit animated movie “The Incredibles,” when Mr. Incredible was sued
by a man who was injured while
being saved by the superhero. It is
explored in greater detail on the website Law and the Multiverse
(lawandthemultiverse.com).
The site is set up as a blog and is
written by two attorneys. They examine
fictional events from
the world of comic
book superbeings and
explain the real-world
legal consequences
KEVIN
that would result.
O’NEILL
Criminal and civil
laws are explained, as
InSites
well as more exotic
areas such as estate, immigration,
property, civil rights and intellectual
property laws.

That’s not in your policy
So what happens if, during the
course of an epic battle between
Superman and Doomsday, your
house sustains severe damage
caused by one of them crashing
through the walls? Will your homeowner’s insurance pay to repair the
damages? Of course not! Insurance
companies are just as slippery in
comic book world as they are in the
real world. It turns out that every
homeowner’s policy has coverage
exclusions for acts of terrorism, war
or civil unrest. It’s more than likely
that a good insurance company
attorney will be able to make the
argument that the damages were the
result of terrorism or civil unrest.
You may not be in good hands, but

your insurance company sure is.
We’ve seen it a million times. Batman scales the wall of the Joker’s lair
with his bat-arang and bat-rope. He
then swoops down upon the evil villain and his henchmen just as they’re
about to execute their evil plan. A violent struggle ensues without anyone
actually getting seriously injured.
Batman is temporarily captured and
tied up in an overly elaborate, not to
mention ridiculously slow, device
designed to kill him. Fortunately, the
evil genius who spent tremendous
amounts of time and money plotting
to take over Gotham City neglects to
remove Batman’s utility belt. The
caped crusader uses some specially
designed bat-tool to escape. He then
rounds up the bad guys and turns
them over to the just-arriving police,
led by Commisioner Gordon.

Who was that masked man?
All’s well that ends well, right? Not
exactly. In the real world there are
numerous legal steps that must follow the apprehension of criminals
if they are to be thrown in jail. In
order for them to be charged and
convicted there needs to be legally
gathered evidence, and ideally, witnesses willing to testify.
The website examines the legality
of Batman entering the hideout
without a warrant, and thus the
admissability of any evidence seized
within. It seems that because of our
hero’s close working relationship
with the authorities he may be
deemed a state actor. This poses
some legal restrictions on his crimefighting activities.
If the bad guys are put on trial, the
sixth amendment to the U.S. Constitution gives them the right to confront the witnesses against them.
This poses some thorny legal issues
if the chief witness is a vigilante
wearing a mask and harboring a
secret identity. Any good defense
lawyer would be able to raise reason-

able doubt about the identity of a
witness that was wearing a mask.

License and registration
Superheroes and supervillains
have some of the coolest gadgets
around. Batman probably leads the
pack with a fleet of vehicles including, the batmobile, batcycle, batcopter and batjet, not to mention his belt
that carries more gadgets than a
Swiss army knife. The Green Goblin
has his flying scooter and the X-Men
have a jet. In addition to exotic transportation, there’s a plethora of lethal
weapons floating around the super
multiverse.
Here in the land of the free, everything is regulated, and you need to
pay a fee and get a license for just
about everything. The supervillains,
of course, don’t have to worry about
this, since they are evil by nature
and live to break the rules. The
heroes, on the other hand, are supposed to stand for truth, justice and
the American way. So how do they
stay on the right side of the law and
still use their secret technology?
Those that come by their powers
naturally, like Superman, are pretty
much in the clear since they don’t
rely on devices to get the job done.
Ironman, on the other hand, is probably going to run into trouble with
the Federal Aviation Administration
over his flying suit.
The blog has a straightforward
design that is easy to navigate. Other
than an illustrated banner at the top,
the site is all text. A list of topics on
the right side takes you to each one
with the click of the mouse.
Law and the Multiverse is a fun
and interesting read. It deftly mixes
the fantasy of comics with the reality of the law in a way that diminishes neither.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

Dear Mark: I normally
play a nickel or a quarter on
video keno. It seems players
who play for a larger amount,
like a dollar on the same
machine, always seem to hit
big. Does the denomination of
money make a difference, or
is it the selection of numbers that
affects winning? I am still
trying to figure this game
MARK
out!
PILARSKI
— Lori M.
Deal Me In
To the second portion of your question,
Lori — does the selection of
numbers affect winning —
the answer is yes as to the
number of spots played, but
no as to which number will
appear.
Video keno operates using
microprocessor technology
and randomized sequencing.
On a properly functioning
video keno machine, there is
no numbers strategy. No specific numbers or combination of numbers is any more
likely to appear than any other numbers or combination
of numbers.
The reason you are not
winning, Lori, isn’t because
you are a nickel — rather
than a dollar — player, but
because video keno is a negative-expectation game. It has
a house edge, and a hefty one
at that. Also, it’s fruitless to
compare yourself to fellow
players playing a larger
amount. You are just experiencing the randomness of
video keno machines against
your relatively short gambling timeline. Yes, video
keno has better pay tables
than its live counterpart, creating a house edge as low as
7.5 percent versus 28 percent,
but exactly how many spots
are you trying to hit? That 7.5
percent edge doesn’t come
into play if you’re trying to
catch 10 out of 10. The chances of hitting 10 of 10 are, at
best, one in 10 million.
My advice, Lori, is to seek
out the highest-paying pay
tables. Scrutinize each pay
table to find which one gives
you the lowest house edge.
Play far fewer spots so the
odds against hitting a winning ticket are not so astronomical. Deliberately play at
a leisurely pace, and use your
slot club card to offset losses.
Please see DEAL, Page C3

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Dec. 27 to Jan. 2

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs

Wagers: $68,275,140
Payouts: $61,241,064
Active slot machines: 2,466
State tax: $1,944,181
Payouts year to date:
$1,293,078,670

Mount Airy
Casino Resort

Wagers: $45,112,754
Payouts: $40,752,308
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $1,235,086
Payouts year to date:
$956,122,993

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem

Wagers: $80,448,248
Payouts: $72,400,931
Active slot machines: 3,023
State tax: $2,192,241
Payouts year to date:
$1,664,496,460
SOURCE: PA. GAMING
CONTROL BOARD

Steve Carell to depart ‘The Office’ early
JOSH MCAULIFFE
STAFF WRITER

The season finale of
“The Office” will have one
very noticeable absence —
Steve Carell.
At this week’s Television
Critics’ Association winter
press tour in Los Angeles,
“Office” producers Greg
Daniels and Paul Lieberstein revealed that Mr.
Carell and his iconic chara c t e r, D u n d e r M i f f l i n

‘Office’ alert
Scranton regional manager Michael Scott, would be
leaving the show with four
episodes remaining in the
season.
That, according to the
producers, will give the
show a month’s worth of
story lines to explore who
will be the successor to
Michael at the fictional

paper company. Actress
Kathy Bates will return to
the show as Jo Bennett,
owner of Dunder Mifflin’s
parent company, Sabre, and
announce Michael’s
replacement.
M r. L i e b e r s t e i n t o l d
online TV critic Alan
Sepinwall that the list of
potential replacements is
down to three characters:
Dwight (Rainn Wilson),
Darryl (Craig Robinson)

and Andy (Ed Helms).
Meanwhile, several outside
actors will guest star as
other potential candidates
for the job. It’s also likely
that the show will add two
new cast members next
season, Mr. Lieberstein
said.
Meanwhile, after a
month of reruns, the show
MCT
begins airing new episodes
Thursday, Jan. 20, at 9 p.m. Steve Carell won a Golden
on WBRE-TV, Channel 28.
Globe for “The Office.”

