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Communal
cards don’t
break tie
Dear Mark: I need your
help to clarify a hand of Texas Hold ’em to settle a discussion. The Board: 4, 9, 9, Jack,
Queen. Hand one: 8, 9. Hand
two: 6, 9. Which cards are
used to break the tie of trip
nines — the kicker in each
hand? Or is the hand a tie
based on the common Jack
and Queen?
— James S.

CLUBS

AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.
ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N. Washington Ave.: today, Retro Rocket.
ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAURANT, Wheeler Avenue, Dunmore: Sundays, Jazz brunch
with Julian Sparacino.
THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn Ave.:
today, High Tension Wires.
CASTALDI’S PASTA HOUSE, Railroad Avenue: today, The Cameron Avenue Band.
CLAM DIGGERS, Dickson City:
today, Category 5; Sunday, Jazz
and Blues Band.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove
Haven Resort: today, Group Du
Jour; Sunday, Somethin’ Else;
Paradise Stream Resort: today,
Chapter 2; Pocono Palace
Resort: today, Milagro Santana
Tribute; Sunday, Group Du Jour.
HEIL’S, Wheeler Avenue, Dunmore: today, Blinded Passengers; Monday, Dashboard Mary;
Wednesday, Village Idiots.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: Fridays and
Saturdays, Wise Crackers Comedy; Wednesday, open mike night.
IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden Street:
today, Dashboard Mary; Tuesday, Spratt & Thyberg’s Comedy
Open Mike; Wednesday, Open
Mike with Kids on Bikes.
JILLY’S, Court Street: today, Phil
Hinton.
J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, The Wannabees.
THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.: today,
Punk Rocky Horror Picture Show
Party with DJ Brian; Tuesday, DJ
Ben O’Leary.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Cranky Bitch.
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Crimson Tears.
MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Picture Perfect.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,
Mount Pocono: Sundays, Jazz
Brunch with Marko Marcinko;
Gypsies Nightclub: today, DJS
Frankie and Flo; Red’s Piano
Bar: today, CJT Jazz Trio; Sunday, Spencer and Nancy Reed.
MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge
St.: Tuesdays, Pub Quizzo with
Frank Regan.
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main Ave.:
today, benefit for the Horvath
family with Absolution, Graces
Downfall and One Red X.
POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125 Beech
St.: Saturdays, DJ Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, WilkesBarre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.
SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Hill Billy D’Lux.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Broke by Monday; Sunday,
Tony Piazza karaoke dance party.

SEASONAL

WINTERFEST PROGRAMS: West
Pittston Library, 200 Exeter
Ave.: Place in Poetry: Meet the
Author Reading and Workshop
with Dawn Leas, Tuesday, 6 to
7:30 p.m.; Getting Started
with Genealogy, Feb. 5, 9 to
11:30 a.m. 654-9847.
NEPA NETWORKERS WINTER
MIXER: Thursday, 5:30 to
7:30 p.m., Radisson at Lackawanna Station hotel, $10.
VALENTINE’S OLDIES DINNERDANCE: featuring Fab 3 Plus
1, Dani-Elle and Everly Brothers Tribute by Dick and Tom,
Feb. 11, Villa Maria II, Washburn Street, $20. 457-2808.
CRYSTAL CABIN FEVER: featuring ice coal mine maze and
sculptures, live ice carving,
vendors and entertainment,
Feb. 11 through 28, Sculpted
Ice Works, Lakeville. Visit
www.crystalcabinfever.com.
BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAMS: “George: The Story of
a Pullman Porter,” one-act
monologue, Feb. 12; “Rising
From the Rails: The Story of
the Pullman Porter,” documentary screening, Feb. 19, programs begin 1 p.m., Steamtown National Historic Site.
VALENTINE’S SWEETHEART
SPECTACULAR: featuring The
Poets, Frankie & The Corvettes,
The Tones and Dani-Elle, Feb.
12, Genetti Manor, Dickson City,
$35. 383-0207 or 457-2808.
Please see PLACES Page C2
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ometimes a little light reading is
just the thing to pass the time.
The website Suite101.com features thousands of short articles
on a wide variety of subjects.
As the name implies, the articles are
cursory examinations of their subjects.
They don’t give a lot of background or
burrow too deeply into a topic. They range
from 400 to 1,000 words, so they only take a
few minutes to read.
The subject matter is
pretty diverse. While
exploring the site I read
articles on Bob Dylan’s
famous ballad “Hurricane,” an analysis of the
upcoming NFL playoff
KEVIN
games, a review of the
O’NEILL
“Golden Globes” awards
InSites
show and a story on a
potential breakthrough in
treating antibiotic-resistant infections. I
also read articles on Mount Etna’s volcanic activity, generating electricity from
ocean currents, a sculpture exhibit in
New Zealand and the Iraq War.

Meet the writers

Section pages also have links to specific
writers that cover the subject. Clicking on
a writer’s link takes you to a new page
with a photo and profile of the author, and
links to all of the writer’s articles. There
are also links to e-mail the authors, to subscribe to an RSS feed of their work and to
read their blog posts.
All of the articles on Suite101 are written by freelance writers. The writers are
not paid a set amount for their articles.
The pay is determined by how much traffic is generated for the ads displayed
alongside, and within, the articles. Writers who have a lot of articles posted for a
long time have a better chance of earning
some good money than those with only a
few articles. Also, writers who understand
how Internet search engines work have a
better shot at generating traffic.
There are sections on the site for writers interested in submitting work for publication. Accepted writers have to register
in order to submit or edit work. Information is available to help authors improve
their
writing and their search engine optiSomething for everyone
mization. Staff editors review the work
The home page has a spotlight section before it’s published.
as the dominant element. It cycles through
The good, the bad and the ugly
photos and headlines of several featured
The site claims to have more than
items, changing every few seconds.
There’s also an Editor’s Choice section 20,000 contributing writers. Because the
that features a different article each day articles are written by so many different
writers, there’s a wide range of styles and
and a link to the Suite101 Blog.
The middle of the home page contains quality evident. It’s the job of the staff
photos and synopses of five of the latest editors to impose quality control on the
news articles and five recommended arti- writing, but from what I’ve read, their
cles, each with links to the full stories. At efforts are inconsistent. Most of the stothe top of the page there’s a search field ries I read were well written and followed
and a drop-down menu listing all of the the basic rules of grammar. However, sevtopics the site covers. These range from eral stories were riddled with errors and
Business to Writing, with a diverse mix poor sentence structure.
Suite101 is fairly organized with simple,
between the two.
At the bottom of all the pages, the links functional navigation. The logo and banto the different sections are repeated. An ner are clean and simple. The pages feel a
about section lists links to information little cramped, with lots of elements
regaridng the site, such as, frequently bumping up against one another. The
asked questions, contact info, terms and placement and aesthetics of the advertiseconditions, privacy policy, careers and ments causes some visual confusion, parmore. The bottom of the home page also ticularly on the article pages. I think this
is intentional, since some of the ads are in
has links to Facebook and Twitter.
Clicking on a section link takes you to a the middle of articles, which would seem
new page that contains an introduction to to increase the likelihood of being
the topic and links to all the articles about clicked.
Overall, the site is a nice way to kill
that subject. Each link has a photo, headline and brief description of the article. some time online. You won’t necessarily
There are 20 articles on each section page gain an in-depth understanding of any
with buttons to additional pages covering particular topic, but you can learn some
the same subject at the bottom. On the interesting tidbits on a wide variety of
right side of the pages are links to subsec- subjects.
tions within the subject. For instance, in KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for The
the History section there are subsections Times-Tribune. Contact him at
on American History, Colonial America, koneill@timesshamrock.com with links to
your favorite websites.
Ancient History, etc.

Every player’s final hand,
James, is made up of five
cards and five cards only. The
remaining two
cards in Texas
Hold ’em have
no value.
To tangle
with your
question,
MARK
James, let’s
PILARSKI
compare the
Deal Me In
hands card-bycard and
thereby determine the winner. You have the board’s communal two 9s, along with a 9
in each hand for trips, and to
get to the uppermost hand for
both players, you would add
the Jack and Queen from the
board, creating a tie, and a
split pot. What do you know?
Because you are sharing
all five cards, the 6 and 8, the
highest unpaired card in
both hands, wouldn’t play a
part in either five-card hand.
When it comes to games with
community cards where two
(or more) players show down
identical hands, the split pot
can have an extra chip, say
for instance a pot of $111. The
extra dollar ($56 vs. $55)
would go to the player in the
worst position; then, where I
play, it’s usually tossed to the
dealer as a gratuity.
Dear Mark: Is it better to
play Blackjack where the
dealer hits a soft 17, or
stands? Also, before betting,
how do you know which
game you are on?
— Ryan G.
For you the player, Ryan, it
is better to play on a game
where the dealer stands on a
soft 17 and doesn’t hit. Playing
on a game in which the dealer
hits a soft 17 gives the house
an additional two-tenths of 1
percent advantage.
Here’s the reason why,
Ryan. When a soft 17 is showing, an Ace, 2, 3, or 4 improves
the dealer’s hand. A 10, Jack,
Queen or King leaves its value unchanged. Therefore,
eight of every 13 cards either
improves the dealer’s hand or
keeps it the same. If any of
the other five cards is drawn,
the dealer still has a chance
to increase the value of his
hand with another draw.
The reason that the player’s expectation decreases
when the dealer must hit on
soft 17 is that even though the
dealer will bust slightly more
often when he hits rather
than stands, on those times
when he doesn’t bust he will
more often end up with a
Please see DEAL Page C3

Casino slot
& payouts
Revenue for week of Jan. 3-9

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs

Wagers: $46,340,283
Payouts: $41,586,317
Active slot machines: 2,466
State tax: $1,305,942
Payouts fiscal year to
date: $1,334,664,987

Mount Airy
Casino Resort

Vera Kowal Krewsun of
Clarks Summit and Brian
Rubenstein of Berwick

at the
seventh annual
Ukrainian New Year
Malanka at
St. Vladimir
Parish Center
JASON FARMER /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wagers: $28,460,760
Payouts: $25,717,166
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $761,303
Payouts fiscal year to
date: $981,840,160

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem

Dawn and Pat Caramanno
of West Scranton

Tony Grande and Tara
O’Hora, both of Scranton

Paul Ewasko of Glenburn
and Maria Izak Black
of Lake Ariel

Wagers: $61,508,025
Payouts: $55,385,890
Active slot machines: 3,024
State tax: $1,488,059
Payouts fiscal year to
date: $1,719,882,351
SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA
GAMING CONTROL BOARD

