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D
id you ever want to get in
on the ground floor of the
next big thing? Imagine if
you had provided some of
the seed money for the

iPhone or Google or “Avatar.” Imag-
ine how smart you’d feel now that
they’ve all made a bajillion dollars.

Now, thanks to Kickstarter.com,

you won’t miss the opportunity to
bankroll the next world-changing
invention or blockbuster movie.

The website bills itself as “a new
way to fund and follow creativity.”

People post propos-
als for projects they
want to pursue.
They give a little
sales pitch and list
how much money
they need to com-
plete their project.
Visitors to the site
can pledge money to
support projects

they deem worthy. If a project rais-
es its target amount, it gets funded.

An eclectic mix of ideas

The proposals cover a wide range
of topics. As I write this, the Kick-
starter home page features pitches
for a font design, a music video, a
country music album, a play, an
earth-banked meat aging room and
more. The listed categories on the
site cover visual and performing
arts, food, fashion, games and tech-
nology, with subcategories for
many of the broader fields.

There are several ways to browse
through the projects. The home
page has featured projects that
change on a regular basis. A search
field on the page will let you look for
specific subjects. There’s a Discover
tab at the top of the page that takes
you to a page with a list of all the
categories. Clicking on a category

takes you to a page with related proj-
ects. They are organized into Staff
Picks, Popular This Week, Recently
Successful and Most Funded.

In addition to the categories,
there are lists of featured projects,
and projects by city. These lists are
broken down further into catego-
ries such as Staff Picks, Popular,
Recently Launched, etc.

One of the more interesting cate-
gories under Featured is Curated
Pages. These are projects picked by
institutions, such as the Rhode
Island School of Design, Life.com,
YouTube, and many others, that
reflect the interests of the curator.

All or nothing

A project is given a limited
amount of time — up to 60 days —
to reach its funding goal. If it
doesn’t raise enough money in the
alloted time, it gets pulled from the
site and no money changes hands.
This gives project creators time to
see if there’s enough interest in
their idea to finance it.

Each project has a promo on the
site consisting of its name, a pic-
ture, a brief description, the num-
ber of days left to fund it and the
amount of money pledged to date.

Clicking on the promo takes you
to the pitch page for the project. A
video appeal from the project’s cre-
ator is the dominant element on
these pages. I was impressed with
the quality of all the videos I
watched on the site. It seems the
majority of comments, photos or
videos that people post on sites such

as Facebook or YouTube is point-
less, and of poor quality. It was
refreshing to see well-thought-out
and nicely crafted videos (I didn’t
watch them all, so there may be
some stinkers).

There’s also a written pitch,
accompanied by project images.
Again, the ones I reviewed were
well written with good quality
imagery. Next to the pitch is data on
the number of backers, the amount
of money pledged, the goal and how
many days are left to pledge.
Beneath the data are descriptions
of the rewards backers will get
depending on how much they
pledge. At the bottom is a biogra-
phy of the project creator. Tabs at
the top of the page lead to updates,
backer bios and comments.

Just for the fun of it

The majority of the content on
Kickstarter is the project pitches,
but there also are a few supporting
elements on the site. A Start Your
Project tab at the top of the site
enables creators to begin the pro-
cess of getting a project posted. A
blog link lets you follow project dis-
cussions. And a help link takes you
to lots of useful information about
developing a project, refining the
pitch and the site’s rules.

Kickstarter is very well done,
with a clean design and simple nav-
igation. It’s fun to spend time
browsing the site checking out the
projects. The only downside is
backers don’t get to share in the
profits of a successful project. So if
you do fund the next big thing, all
you get is bragging rights and may-
be a T-shirt.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Site funds
projects
one backer
at a time

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays, Chris
Gratz; Wednesdays, Marko Mar-
cinko Jazz Group.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Monday, Dashboard Mary;
Tuesday, Lewis Lake Duo.

BOMBAY CAFE, 80 S. Main St.,
Archbald: today, LIFC; Sunday,
Fowler Family Benefit.

CHESTNUT STREET TAVERN,
Dunmore: today, Fud (John
Zavacki), WFTE benefit.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn, Route
6, Dickson City: today, Until Fur-
ther Notice; Sunday, karaoke.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727 S.
State St., Clarks Summit: Thurs-
days, jazz music with Kenny
McGraw and Ron Leas.

HONEYCHILDS’, 109 E. Drinker
St., Dunmore: Saturday, Graces
Downfall.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

JJ BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Erin Mal-
loy & Friends.

MANHATTAN DRIVE/BEST
WESTERN PLUS, Dunmore:
today, The Girlz.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Malcolm
Lewis Duo.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
The Jeffrey James Band.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main Ave.:
today,One Red X,Tried to Reason.

RUMRUNNERZ BAR AND
GRILLE, 600 E. Drinker St., Dun-
more: today, Destination West.

THE RUSTY NAIL, 732 S. Irving
Ave.: today, Blush.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

SNÖ MOUNTAIN, Moosic: today,
Crimson Tears; Sunday, Fuzzy
Park Band.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

STATION SQUARE PIANO BAR &
RESTAURANT, 400 Lackawan-
na Ave., Olyphant: today, Bill &
Donna Arnold.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Bad Ash.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Backdraft.

MUSIC
IMPROVISATIONAL ENSEMBLE:

art gallery drawing social, Sun-
day, 6 to 9 p.m., Afa Gallery, 514
Lackawanna Ave., $5/$2.

LISTEN LOCAL SERIES: Friday,
with Nowhere Slow and The
Jeanne Zano Band; March 30
and April 6; doors open 7 p.m.,
show 8 p.m., Scranton Cultural
Center at The Masonic Temple,
420 N. Washington Ave., $10.
344-1111 or 800-745-3000.

THREEFIFTY DUO: Feb. 4, 8 p.m.,
Marian Chapel, Marywood Uni-
versity, $15/$10. Visit www.
cgsnepa.org. 756-3374.

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
PHILHARMONIC CHAMBER
MUSIC SERIES: Flute & Harp Duo

Concert, Feb. 9,6:30 p.m.,The
Colonnade; Beethoven Festival,

March 8,6:30 p.m.,Mellow The-
ater, Lackawanna College; Music

of the Romantic Era, April 11,
6:30 p.m.,Westmoreland Club,
Wilkes-Barre; $26.50. 341-1568.

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
PHILHARMONIC: Broadway Love

Songs, Feb. 10,8 p.m., F.M. Kirby
Center for the Performing Arts,
Wilkes-Barre, and Feb. 11,8 p.m.,
Scranton Cultural Center at The
Masonic Temple, 420 N. Wash-
ington Ave.; A Beethoven Festival,

March 10,8 p.m., F.M. Kirby Cen-
ter; Here to Stay: The Music of

Gershwin, April 13,8 p.m., Scran-
ton Cultural Center, and April 14,
8 p.m., F.M. Kirby Center;
Brahms,A German Requiem,

April 27, 8 p.m., Scranton Cultural
Center. 341-1568. Mark, left, and Matthew

Miller of Shavertown

Tom and Audrey Calvey
of Port Griffith

Mark and Alana Zurinski
of Clarks Summit

Connie Richards of Old
Forge and Jim Justin of

Clarks Summit

Grant and Lorraine
Rosencrans of Port Griffith

Mike and Linda Mostardi
of Wayne
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