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Tell dealer
when place
bet is on, off

Dear Mark: When I have
a place bet on the six or eight
and win, what do I say to the
dealer when I want to remove
the whole bet after winning?
Also, what do I say if I want
to remove just a portion of
the bet?

— Jim B.

When you make a place
bet, Jim, you are betting that

a particular
number will
roll before the
7 a p p e a r s .
Place bets can
be made on
the following
numbers: 4, 5,
6, 8, 9 and 10.

What play-
ers like about

place bets, Jim, is that they
are in control of all place
bets, all of the time. With a
place bet you can change its
amount, call the bet on or off,
and take the wager off the
game. This differs from a
pass line wager where you
can’t take your bet down or
reduce its size once a point
has been established. By hav-
ing a point, pass line bets are
now considered a contract
wager, and must stand until
there is a win or loss.

Besides being in command
of a place bet, there are two
other reasons why players
should complement their
pass line wager and odds
with a place bet on, and only
on the 6 or 8. First, it’s a
wager with a small house
edge, 1.5 percent, and second,
it’s plenty cheap. A place bet
can be made for as little as $6.
The reason for units of $6,
(on a $5 minimum table), is to
receive the correct pay off of
$7 for every $6 bet.

To make a place bet, you
put your chips in the center
of the table and tell the deal-
er which numbers you want
to place. The dealer will then
move your chips to your
number on the layout that
geographically corresponds
to the location on the table
where you are standing. This
is how the dealer knows
whom to pay when there are
multiple players placing the
same number.

Place bets are not self-ser-
vice bets, meaning the dealer
handles the chips, while you,
through verbal instructions,
direct its management.
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R
emember when you got
your first bike? Remem-
ber the pride you felt
when you looked back
and realized that your

dad wasn’t holding on to the seat
anymore, that you were riding it on
your own? Remember the feeling of
exhilaration as you raced down the
neighborhood hills? Your new bike
gave you the independence to travel
to the store or the park without hav-
ing to get a ride from your parents.

Imagine what a milestone in your
life a new bicycle would be if you

grew up impover-
ished in sub-Saharan
Africa. People living
in poverty there rou-
tinely walk hours a
day for food, water or
health care. A bike
dramatically cuts the
time they spend tak-
ing care of the neces-
sities of survival. The

time saved can be used getting an
education that may eventually lift
them out of poverty.

At SeeYourImpact.org, you can
buy a $30 bike for a needy family, and
dramatically improve their lives.
Other, inexpensive, life-changing
options are available on the website
as well. At prices ranging from $10 to
$600, you can provide assistance in
the form of everything from water
filters and mosquito nets, to vita-
mins or a year of school tuition.

See for yourself

There are lots of websites out
there that offer similar opportuni-
ties to help those living in poverty.
What makes SeeYourImpact unique
is that you actually get to see your

impact. The site promises that with-
in about two weeks of your donation
you will receive an e-mail report
detailing the impact it had. The
report will include photos of the peo-
ple you helped accepting and using
your gift. It will also give specifics of
their situation and how your gift
helped to improve their lives.

SeeYourImpact works with part-
ner charities around the world to
facilitate the delivery of gifts. For
instance, an existing charity that
provides wheelchairs already has
operations set up in rural India. It
already has an inventory of wheel-
chairs to distribute to needy recipi-
ents. When a person in need is iden-
tified, and a gift is given to sponsor a
wheelchair, it can be delivered quick-
ly. The gift can then be used to replen-
ish the inventory. This is how they
are able to get a report on the actual
recipient to the donor in the span of
two weeks.

Every last penny

Anotherthingthatmakesthisorga-
nization unique is that 100 percent of
your donation goes to the gift you
select. None of it is used for adminis-
trative or other costs. The agency is
able to do this because some donors
choose to give donations specifically
for operational expenses. The site
claims that these donations are
enough to cover their costs, so any
other donations can be used exclu-
sively for gifts to the needy.

The organization is the brainchild
of two former Microsoft executives,
Scott Oki and Digvijay Chauhan.
Having made their fortunes in the
digital revolution, they are now
using the technology they helped
develop to help the less fortunate

around the world. Their mission
with this site is “to transform giving
into a joyful and fulfilling experi-
ence” by letting donors actually see
the results of their generosity.

Simple and effective

The strategy of SeeYourImpact is
to deliver practical solutions to peo-
ple in need so they can focus their
efforts on improving their lives. The
design of the website follows this
same philosophy. Simple, functional
navigation, clean bright graphics
and photos are used to quickly intro-
duce and explain the site’s goals.

Three big tabs at the top of the
home page take you to the main sec-
tions of the site. The first one
explains how the charity works, the
second one is a catalog of gifts you
can choose from, and the third one
features real stories and photos of
people who have been helped.

The color scheme and typography,
as well as the pictures of smiling
recipients, all combine to create a
visually inviting website. The navi-
gation functions well, and the con-
tent is organized and clearly labeled.
The browsing experience is pleasant
and inspiring. Rather than seeing
images of fly-covered, starving chil-
dren, we see smiling people working
to overcome their circumstances.

This seems to be a more effective
strategy. Instead of just giving peo-
ple a handout, the charity aims to
give them a hand up. People can’t
control the circumstances of their
birth, but given a chance, most peo-
ple will work hard for a better life.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

To enter The Times-Tribune Os-
car contest, choose one nomi-
nee for each of the categories
listed. Winners will be cho-
sen following the 83rd Annual
Academy Awards presentation
on Feb. 27.

The grand prize winner will re-
ceive 52 pairs of tickets to
Marquee Cinema, 301 Lack-
awanna Ave., Scranton. The
first runner-up will take home
10 pairs of tickets and the
second runner-up will take
home five pairs of tickets.

Mail thecompleted formtoTheSun-

day Times Oscar Contest, 149 Penn

Ave., Scranton, PA, 18503, or drop
it off at the customer service desk
of the The Scranton Times building.
Entries must be postmarked or
dropped off by Feb. 25.

NAME:_________________________

ADDRESS:______________________

_______________________________

PHONE:________________________

One entry per person. Employees of The

Times-Tribune and their immediate fami-

lies are not eligible for prizes. Additional

ballots will be available at the custom-

er service desk of The Scranton Times

building. Photocopies will not be accept-

ed. No purchase necessary.

1. BEST PICTURE

❑ “Black Swan”

❑ “The Fighter”

❑ “Inception”

❑ “The Kids Are All Right”

❑ “The King’s Speech”

❑ “127 Hours”

❑ “The Social Network”

❑ “Toy Story 3”

❑ “True Grit”

❑ “Winter’s Bone”

2. ACTOR – LEADING

❑ Javier Bardem, “Biutiful”

❑ Jeff Bridges, “True Grit”

❑ Jesse Eisenberg,

“The Social Network”

❑ Colin Firth, “The King’s Speech”

❑ James Franco, “127 Hours”

Enter the contest online at
thetimes-tribune.com/oscarcontest

Enter the contest online at
thetimes-tribune.com/oscarcontest

3. ACTRESS – LEADING

❑ Annette Bening,

“The Kids Are All Right”

❑ Nicole Kidman, “Rabbit Hole”

❑ Jennifer Lawrence, “Winter’s Bone”

❑ Natalie Portman, “Black Swan”

❑ Michelle Williams, “Blue Valentine”

4. DIRECTING

❑ Darren Aronofsky, “Black Swan”

❑ David O. Russell, “The Fighter”

❑ Tom Hooper, “The King’s Speech”

❑ David Fincher, “The Social Network”

❑ Joel Coen and Ethan Coen,

“True Grit”

www.marquee cinemas.com
301 Lackawanna Ave.

MOVIE HOTLINE 570-558-3456

• Stadium Seating
Auditoriums

• Wall to Wall Screens
• High Back Rocker

Reclining Chairs
• Concession Area
• Handicapped

Accessible
• Dolby Digital Sound

All Shows Before 6pm $6.00
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InSites

Seeing is

Believing
Site sends you pictures of your aid

Casino slots
& payouts
Revenue for Jan. 31 to Feb. 6

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $49,231,809
Payouts: $44,274,223
Active slot machines: 2,464
State tax: $1,423,300
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,510,683,240

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $27,091,008
Payouts: $24,715,828
Active slot machines: 2,449
State tax: $614,333
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,087,287,065

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $63,850,540
Payouts: $57,529,677
Active slot machines: 3,024
State tax: $1,514,800
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,943,315,176
SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Please see DEAL, Page C2

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729 Oak

St.: today, Kathy Rimm.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Mar-
ko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N. Wash-
ington Ave.: today, Village Idiots.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAU-

RANT, Wheeler Avenue, Dun-
more: Sundays, jazz brunch
with Julian Sparacino.

BELLISSIMO’S RISTORANTE

AND BAR, 223 Northern Blvd.,
South Abington Twp.: today,
Electric City Groove.

CASTALDI’S PASTA HOUSE,

Railroad Avenue: today, Double
Cross.

CAVERNA, 602 Church St., Jessup:
Sunday, acoustic night with Kris
Sheridan and George Littlejohn.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY,

821 Northern Blvd., Clarks
Summit: today, The Wanabees.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn, Route
6, Dickson City: today, Langan,
Wag & O’Connor Band.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today, The Prince
Experience; Sunday, The Stylis-
tics; Paradise Stream Resort:

today, Harold Melvin’s Blue-
notes; Sunday, The Prince Expe-
rience; Pocono Palace Resort:

today, Group Du Jour; Sunday,
Harold Melvin’s Bluenotes.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, live jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.

HAGGERTY’S, 421 N. Main
Ave.: today, DJ Freddy Fabbri.

HEIL’S, Wheeler Avenue, Dun-
more: today, Wally & the Paupa-
cks; Mondays, Graces Downfall;
Wednesdays, The Village Idiots.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Hid-
den Agenda Acoustic Duo;
Wednesday, open mike night.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden Street:
today, The Clarence Spady
Band; Sunday, WFTE FM Radio
benefit concert; Monday, Quiz
with Fergal; Tuesday, Spratt &
Thyberg’s Comedy Open Mike;
Wednesday, open mike with
Kids on Bikes.

J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Q-Ball.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.: today,
Team momma benefit; Tuesday,
DJ Ben O’Leary.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, AM
Radio.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Brendan Quinn.

MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Mike Dougherty.

MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge
St.: Tuesdays, Pub Quizzo with
Frank Regan.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, One Red X, Sucker,
The Way and 3 to Breathe.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB,125 Beech
St.: Saturdays,DJ Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lackawa-
nna Ave.: today, Hill Billy D’Lux.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Hill Billy D’Lux.

THE V SPOT BAR, 906 Provi-
dence Road: Thursdays, Jack-
son Vee Acoustic; today, Hostile
Authority; Sundays, karaoke.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Kids on Bikes; Sunday,
Tony Piazza karaoke dance party.

WILDCAT SALOON, Archbald:
today, Destination West.
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