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Charity
to get spot
on ‘Today’
BY JOSH McAULIFFE
STAFF WRITER

Contact the writer:
jmcauliffe@timesshamrock.com

If you watch
What: Volunteers from
Liam’s Lighthouse Foundation on the “Today”
show
When: Monday, 7 to 10
a.m.
Where: WBRE-TV, Channel 28

CLUBS

Websites let you save your data online

W

hile it’s not usually a
good idea to walk
around with your
head in the clouds, it
makes perfect sense
to keep your computer data there.
The “cloud” is a term used to
describe storing data, or using
applications, on an Internet-based
platform rather than on your computer’s hard drive.
As more people do their digital
duties on mobile devices, such as
iPhones, Blackberries, laptops, etc.,
it makes more sense
to have your data
available wherever
you happen to be.
Many mobile
devices don’t have
the storage capacity
of a desktop, so they
KEVIN
wouldn’t be able to
O’NEILL
hold all of your files.
InSites
Also, you may begin
a project on your
desktop and need to continue it on
your mobile device. Having it saved
on the cloud allows you to do this
without having to worry about
copying files and keeping versions
in sync.
If you collaborate with others,
sharing files on the cloud can be
more efficient than e-mailing files
back and forth. And as mentioned
above, you don’t have to worry
about people working on different
versions of the same file.

The 3-2-1 rule
A lot of our important, and sometimes irreplaceable (think family
photos and videos), information is
stored as digital files. Having a
secure backup plan for this data is
crucial if you don’t want to risk losing it. The 3-2-1 rule for backing up
data is a good method to follow. It
works like this:

Online storage
Site
Apple’s MobileMe

www.apple.com/mobileme

Cost
20GB
$99/year

3 – Keep three copies of your data
2 – Keep it on two different types
of media (hard drive, DVD, cloud)
1 – Keep one copy off site (home
files at work, work files at home,
or any files on the cloud)
The cloud can be used for all three
parts of this rule — as one of the
three copies, as one of the two types
of media, and as an off-site location.

How safe is the cloud?
One of the main concerns people
may have with storing their personal or professional data on the cloud
is security. Can online storage sites
be trusted with protecting your
data and keeping it private? Can
hackers, or employees of the sites,
get access to your information?
What happens to your data if the
site goes out of business?
These are all valid questions. Of
course, no institution can guarantee total security, including banks
or credit card companies. Each person must decide for himself or herself how comfortable he or she is
having personal data “out there.”
Keep in mind that most of us put
important personal information
out there whenever we buy something with a credit card.
If you’re considering using an
online storage site review its security measures:
■ Your files should be password
protected, so picking a secure
password is the first step in safeguarding your information.
■ Data should be sent encrypted
so it can’t be stolen from cyber
space as it’s being transmitted.
■ Pick a company with a good
track record. Google, Microsoft
and Apple aren’t likely to go out
of business any time soon.
■ There’s safety in numbers. Reputable sites will keep your data
on secure servers with millions of
other users. The chances of a

✓ ✓

2GB Free
50GB
$9.99/month
100GB
$19.99/month

Google Docs

1GB Free
20GB $5/year
up to 16TB
$4, 096/year

✓ ✓

25GB Free

✓ ✓

docs.google.com

Microsoft SkyDrive
skydrive.live.com

Ease of use
Other concerns with the cloud
are ease of use and convenience.
The two main methods of moving
information to and from the cloud
are drag-and-drop, and upload/
download.
Some sites allow you to put a folder on your computer that is directly
connected to the site. You simply
drag and drop files into or out of
the folder to copy them. Ideally,
these folders can be synced across
several devices, such as your desktop, phone and laptop. This is the
most convenient method, as long as
your devices are all online.
The upload/download method
requires you to log into the site to
save and retrieve files. It’s a little
more cumbersome, but it really
only takes a few minutes.

How much for how much?
The amount of storage you get,
and how much it costs, are important factors to consider when choosing a cloud site. These seem to be
the areas with the most variety
among sites. Some sites give you a
little storage for free, with the
option to purchase more. Some sites
give you a generous amount of storage for free. Some sites don’t give
you anything for free, but offer
extras that might be worth paying
for depending on your situation.
Most sites offer options besides
storage that should be considered.
Several sites are reviewed on this
page to help you decide if you want
to live and work in the clouds.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

Extras

Dropbox

www.dropbox.com

hacker or employee compromising the database and picking your
info to steal is pretty remote.
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A charity with local ties
again will be taking to the
airwaves to promote its
cause.
On Monday, from 7 to 10
a . m . , vo l u n t e e r s f ro m
Liam’s Lighthouse Foundation will be parked outside
the studio of NBC’s “Today”
show in observance of Rare
Disease Day.
Established by former
Pittston Twp. resident
Michelle Schulze in memory
of her late son, Liam, Liam’s
Lighthouse Foundation raises awareness and funding for
the six types of Histiocytic
diseases, including Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), a rare blood disorder that causes the body to
fight its own white blood
cells. Though not a cancer,
HLH is typically treated with
chemotherapy and steroids.
Early detection is key, but
Liam’s HLH went undiagnosed for 10 months. He died
on Sept. 9, 2009, due to complications from a bone marrow transplant, the only
known cure for HLH. He was
20 months old.
Ms. Schulze, who now lives
in Colorado, will be among
100 or so supporters of the
cause who will converge outside “Today’s” midtown Manhattan set to display pictures
of children affected by the
disease — the “Faces of Histio,” as the group refers to
them. A few of the participants are coming from as far
away as Great Britain, while
many Northeast Pennsylvania residents will be in attendance, including Jennifer
Mercereau, the organization’s community liaison.
“Al Roker will be interviewing us again outside.
And I’ve talked to the show’s
security and they’re going to
section off a spot for us,” said
Ms. Mercereau of Greentown. “We’re hoping to get a
couple of minutes of airtime,
and get the word out.”
Last year for Rare Disease
Day, Ms. Mercereau and fellow Liam’s Lighthouse volunteers April Zambetti and
Rochelle Wilkinson stood outside the “Today” studio with
a banner and picture of
Liam, hoping the show’s producers would take notice of
them. They did, and Mr.
Roker ended up interviewing
them.
“We gained so much recognition for just that little 30second spot,” Ms. Mercereau
said. “From there, Liam’s
website had a bunch of hits
after people saw us on TV.”
“What a lot of these moms
have relayed to us is that
before that day they felt alone
and didn’t have a support system,” she continued. “It’s a
wonderful story.”
For information on Liam’s
Lighthouse Foundation, visit
www.liamslighthousefoundation.org.
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*Automatically updates files across
multiple devices simultaneously

KEVIN O’NEILL / STAFF ARTIST
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AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.
ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N.
Washington Ave.: today, Phil
& Chuck.
ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAURANT, Wheeler Avenue, Dunmore: Sundays, jazz brunch
with Julian Sparacino.
CAVERNA, 602 Church St., Jessup: Sunday, acoustic night
with Kris Sheridan and George
Littlejohn.
CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Long Strange Trip.
CLIFFORD HOTEL, Route 106,
Clifford: today, Backdraft.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
Wildfire; Sunday, Somethin’
Else; Paradise Stream
Resort: today, Chapter 2;
Pocono Palace Resort: today,
The Byrd Pressley Band; Sunday, Group Du Jour.
FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, live jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.
HAGGERTY’S, 421 N. Main
Ave.: today, DJ More 2 Luv.
HEIL’S, Wheeler Avenue, Dunmore: today, Retro Rocket;
Monday, Destination West;
Wednesdays, The Village Idiots.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Wise
Crackers Comedy; Wednesday,
open mike night.
IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden Street:
today, Kids on Bikes; Monday,
Quiz with Fergal; Tuesday,
Spratt & Thyberg’s Comedy
Open Mike; Wednesday, open
mike with Jay Luke.
J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Jigsaw
Johnny.
THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.: today,
Blinded Passenger.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, Crystal Skies.
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Common
Threads.
MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Picture Perfect.
MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge St.:
today, Doublecross; Tuesdays,
Pub Quizzo with Frank Regan.
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Pave the Way, Tried
to Reason and Faith in Exile.
PARKER HOUSE, Parker Street,
Scranton: today, DJ Missy.
POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, WilkesBarre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.
SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
STATION SQUARE, 400 Lackawanna Ave.: today, Classic
Retention Express.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Upper Case H.
THE V SPOT BAR, 906 Providence Road: Thursdays, Jackson Vee Acoustic; today, Last
Call; Sundays, karaoke.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Jonny Tsunami; Sunday,
Tony Piazza karaoke dance party.

SEASONAL
SKI FOR THE CURE BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS DAY
BENEFIT: today, Jack Frost Ski
Area, Blakeslee, benefits NEPA
Komen for the Cure. Visit www.
jfbb.com.
Please see PLACES Page C3

Don’t Miss...Our Mid-Semester Start!
7 - w e e k C o u r s e s ( P s y c h o l o g y, S p e e c h , M a n a g e m e n t , M a r k e t i n g )

Worthington
Scranton

• Adults - Thinking about taking classes, but need more convenience?
• College/University Students - Looking for another course this semester?
• High School Students - Do you need a class for dual enrollment?

Courses run the week of March 14 through the week of April 25 (finals week 5/2).
Classes are held evenings with a 6 pm start or on weekends.
(Current Penn State students can register through eLion)

Contact us at 570-963-2600

Visit us at www.ws.psu.edu/CE

