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Keno losses
likely run
of bad luck

Dear Mark: I have been
playing video Keno since 1980,
when I used to frequent Vegas
two or three times a year. I hit
seven of seven for $1,750 and
was hooked. Usually, I like to
play sevens and nines. I am
well aware of its poor odds
and play conservatively.

When the MGM Grand
first opened in Detroit, prior
to its permanent site, my wife
and I would go 15-20 times a

y e a r. W e
would average
three or four
hand pays a
year and get
our tax forms.
H e r e ’s t h e
strange thing
— in the past
five years, or
over 150 trips

to a casino, I never gotten a
jackpot over $1,100, or a hand
pay. Plus, I have never seen
another person get a hand
pay. I know luck varies,
comes and goes, but I have
spent enough time in casinos
playing this game to develop
a sense of normalcy about
this game. Any thoughts on
why these last five years of
play are so radically different
from my first 25 years? The
five years without evidence
of a hand pay has me getting
conspiratorial.

— Frank W.

Like the lottery, video Keno
is a straightforward game of
luck involving picking num-
bers. The player usually picks
one to 15 numbers from one
to 80, and then 20 numbers
are drawn from the same
range. The more numbers a
player picks that match the
drawn numbers, the more the
lucky player wins.

Video Keno uses micro-
processor technology and
randomized sequencing.
On a properly functioning
video Keno machine, no
specific number or combi-
nation of numbers is any
more likely to appear than
any other number or com-
bination.

I can see that not getting a
hand pay for five years would
make you question whether
cheating was taking place,
but I suspect that what you
are experiencing is the ran-
domness of video Keno
machines, and your relative-
ly short gambling timeline.

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RES-

TAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.

CAVERNA, 602 Church St.,
Jessup: Sunday and Tuesday,
acoustic night with Kris Sher-
idan and George Littlejohn.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY,

821 Northern Blvd., Clarks
Summit: today, Robbie Walsh
and Tony Vergnetti.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Mardi Gras party with Mojo-
mo; Sunday, fundraiser for fire
victims Tom and Tasha Drop.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today,Oh What
a Night Tribute to Frankie Valli;
Sunday, The Byrd Pressley
Band; Paradise Stream Resort:

today, The Byrd Pressley Band;
Pocono Palace Resort: today,
Head Over Heels.

EHRHARDT’S PUB, Hawley:
today, Jazz Assassins; Sun-
day, Wally & the Paupacks.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, live jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.

HEIL’S,Wheeler Avenue,Dun-
more: today,Crystal Skies; Mon-
day,Dashboard Mary; Wednes-
days,The Village Idiots.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Wise
Crackers Comedy; Wednes-
day, open mike night.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden
Street: today, Teddy Young &
The Aces; Sunday, WFTE ben-
efit concert; Monday, Spratt &
Thyberg’s Comedy Open
Mike; Tuesday, Quiz with Fer-
gal; Wednesday, open mike
with Jay Luke.

J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Brendan Quinn Band.

A
n abundance of a natu-
ral resource can be a
curse as well as a bless-
ing. Northeast Pennsyl-
vania has experienced

this dilemma before.
From the mid-1800s to the mid-

1900s this region supplied a great
deal of the anthracite coal that
helped fuel America’s growing ener-
gy needs. The money generated by

coal mining made
some people very
wealthy, provided jobs
for many others, and
helped fund munici-
pal infrastructures to
serve swelling popu-
lations up and down
the valley.

Evidence of those
boom times can be

seen today in some of the magnifi-
cent structures from the period that
are still in use, such as the Scran-
ton Cultural Center at The Masonic
Temple, or the Radisson at Lacka-
wanna Station hotel.

The not-so-good old days

Of course, not all of the legacies
of those flush times are positive.
Mine subsidences still occasionally
swallow sections of roads or homes.
The Old Forge bore hole discharges
up to 50 million gallons of contami-
nated mine water into the Lackawa-
nna River every day, turning the riv-
er and rocks there orange. Many peo-
ple were injured, sickened or killed
extracting the coal from the earth.
Taxpayers have spent millions of
dollars over the years to remediate
the damage caused by mining, and
there’s still much work to be done.

The emergence of technology
enabling the extraction of natural
gas from the Marcellus Shale forma-
tion underlying much of the state
presents residents with opportuni-
ties and problems similar to mining.

The gas deposits are said to be
among the biggest in the world. Once

again this region will help fuel
America’s growing energy needs.
Only this time, instead of carbon-
belching coal, we can provide rela-
tively clean-burning natural gas.
The money generated by the gas
industry will make some people very
wealthy, provide jobs for many oth-
ers, and help fund municipal infra-
structures around the state.

Of course, not all of the news from
the gas boom is positve. Massive
amounts of water mixed with poten-
tially dangerous chemicals are
injected into the gound in order to
extract the gas. The potential for con-
taminating water supplies is very
real. Roads are being devastated by
heavy truck traffic in areas where
drilling is being done. Drill pads,
access roads and pipelines all have
an environmental impact in the
areas where they are built.

In order to help residents make
sense of it all, The Institute for Ener-
gy and Environmental Research for
Northeastern Pennsylvania (now
there’s a name that can only be the
result of a government grant) has
put up a website it describes as a
“Marcellus shale information clear-
inghouse.” The site, located at ener-
gy.wilkes.edu, is the result of the
combined efforts of Wilkes Universi-
ty, King’s College, The Institute for
Public Policy and Economic Devel-
opment, and Earth Conservancy.

Off to a good start

The organization’s goal is to help
shape public policy on energy issues
using the best available scientific
and economic research. The group
is neither pro- nor anti-gas extrac-
tion. It hopes to foster sustainable,
environmentally and economically
sound decisions on energy extrac-
tion and usage.

The website, which is supported
by funding from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, is not complete,
but there is already a lot of good
information on it.

The home page has tabs leading to
sections on:
Marcellus Basics — geology, drilling,

distribution, water use and more
Issues — ecological impacts, regu-

lations, taxes and more
Library — peer-reviewed articles,

technical reports, media reports
and more

Law/Policies — a look at federal,
state and local laws

Economics — the financial impact
on developers, land owners, local
communities, the state and nation

Public Opinion — the results and
analysis of public opinion surveys

Education/Training — descriptions
and links to educational and train-
ing opportunities

Employment — links to job listings
in the industry

Links — related websites
Feedback — post comments or ask

questions of the experts

The sections that aren’t finished
yet have descriptions of the type of
information and resources they
eventually will contain.

There are also links on the home
page to recent articles regarding
shale developments, and a schedule
of upcoming public events address-
ing the issue.

The site is visually well designed
and organized in a way that makes it
easy to find your way around. The
navigation is simple and intuitive,
but it appears to have a few minor
bugs that still need to be worked out.

If the website lives up to its goals
it will be a valuable tool for people
who will be impacted by gas develop-
ment, which is virtually everyone in
the state. The methodology of the
site, which is basing decisions on a
review of the best available informa-
tion, makes good sense. The people
running the organization are local
and should have a vested interest in
making the right choices.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Deal Me In

Seeking Balance
Educational, environmental & economic
institutions get together on natural gas

Casino slots
& payouts
For Feb. 14-20

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $61,672,526
Payouts: $55,440,112
Active slot machines: 2,465
State tax: $1,665,584
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,618,677,487

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $40,953,997
Payouts: $36,811,313
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $1,167,761
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,158,638,550

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $80,899,966
Payouts: $72,825,544
Active slot machines: 3,024
State tax: $2,005,879
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,086,021,323

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA
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Send us your
favorite recipes!

You could be one of our featured local cooks on
the cover of Lifestyles & win a gift certificate
from Rossi’s ShurSave Market in Old Forge!

Mail in your entries today
or enter online right now
at thetimes-tribune.com/

localflavor!
Jan Jeffers and her grandaughter, Kalvin Jeffers of Old
Forge, make strachetella soup at her Old Forge home.

Mail recipes to The Times-Tribune Local
Flavor, 149 Penn Ave., Scranton, PA 18503.
Please include your name, address and
phone number on recipe card. Enter online at
thetimes-tribune.com/localflavor

Recipes We Love ConRecipes We Love Contesttest

LINDA MORGAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SEEKINGA

SPECIALMOM

She’s kissed countless
bumps and scrapes, been a
shoulder to lean on and set
you on the path to be the per-
son you are. Now it’s your
turn to showmom how truly
special she is. Please tell
us, in 100 words or fewer,
why your mom is extraordi-
nary. The Sunday Times will
choose the best story about a
local mom to be featured on
our Mother’s Day edition
cover. Other noteworthy
letters also may appear in
the May 8 edition based
on reader participation.

Include your name, age,
phone number; your moth-
er’s name and age and the
number of siblings in your
family. Only children may
submit letters about their
mothers. Entries will not
be accepted after April 3.
Send letters via e-mail to
mothers@timesshamrock.
com or Special Mothers,
The Sunday Times, c/o
Faith Golay, 149 Penn
Ave., Scranton, PA 18503.

MOTHER’S DAY • MAY 8, 2011

Last year’s winner
Phyllis Mischello, left,
with daughter Jessica.
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