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Using basic
strategy
discernible

Dear Mark: Can the casi-
no tell if someone at the table
is a basic strategy player
even if they are not using a
basic strategy card? It’s not
that anyone is trying to run
me off, but occasionally I
need to refer to my strategy
card on some decisions.

— Tony K.

When I stood guard over
the pit, I was able spot a basic

strategy play-
er because
t h e y d o n’ t
misplay cer-
tain hands.
Basic strategy
p l aye r s o n
autopilot do
not stand on a
16 versus sev-
en, but instead

hit a hard 16 when the dealer
shows a seven. They never
stand on a soft 17. They hit on
12 if the dealer shows a two
or a three, hit a soft 18 if the
dealer shows a nine, 10 or
ace, and they always split
aces and eights, even when
the dealer is showing a 10.
Another dead giveaway is
when players take insurance.
If the dealer is showing an
ace or face, a basic strategy
player will stand down. Basic
strategy players play all these
hands properly, which makes
them relatively easy to notice.
Most players who believe
they are experts at basic
strategy misplay about 15
percent of their hands, espe-
cially the ones above.

Your use of a basic strate-
gy card, which is basically a
matrix of 270 hand situa-
tions, gives you a concise,
definitive play for every start-
ing hand you will be dealt.
I’ve got no issues with your
using one, nor did I when I
was a pit bull. Surely, you
would prefer to learn basic
strategy to the point where it
becomes an automatic
response, but while working
up to that proficiency level,
there’s no problem in carry-
ing along a basic strategy
card for those tough-decision
moments.

Dear Mark: You men-
tioned last week “pressing
the Stop Spin button has no
effect on your overall out-

M
ora na maidine
dhuit!” That’s Gael-
ic for “Top of the
morning to you!”
T h e p r o p e r

response is “Agus cuid eile an lae
dhuit fein,” meaning “And the rest
of the day to yourself.”

Although today is not St. Pat-
rick’s Day, it is parade day. That

means thousands of
area residents, as
well as visitors from
near and far, will be
celebrating the Irish
today. Expect all
kinds of shenani-
gans ’til the wee
hours of tomorrow
morning.

For those of you
who have the Auld Sod flowing
through your veins, or if you’re just
curious about Irish heritage, the
website www.ireland-informa-
tion.com is a good source of inter-
esting information. The site covers
a variety of topics concerning the
Emerald Isle and it’s sons and
daughters.

Genealogy

This section covers several
aspects of Irish genealogy. Since I
work with a bunch of Murphys,
Kellys, Mullens, O’Malleys, McAu-
liffes and the like, the section on the
meaning of surnames was popular.
Jack Gallagher was pleased to learn
that his name means “lover of for-
eigners.” He immediately started
planning a trip around the world.

There are histories of names,
including the locations where the
clans were dominant. Crests, or coats
of arms, also are displayed and
explained. Flags, jewelry and other
knickknacks with your family crest
can be purchased. Tools for research-
ing your family tree also are avail-
able, some free and some for a price.

Research

If you’re planning a trip to Ire-
land, there are some useful links in
this section. Information is posted
regarding the history, politics and
economy of the island. There are
maps and pictures to help you plan
an itinerary. Common phrases are
translated from Gaelic to English,
although most of the people you’ll
meet there speak English. Articles,
recipes and traditions are posted to
help you learn more about the local
culture. A message board is avail-
able to let you ask questions related
to traveling there.

Freebies

Almost every page on the site
presents you with an opportunity
to buy something with an Irish
theme. There’s jewelry, plaques,
prints, books and more with enough
variety to satisfy most tastes.

Not everything on the site
requires you to lay out cash. Numer-
ous digital freebies are available.
Screensavers featuring your coat of
arms, pictures of the land and more
are a click away. You can download
Celtic fonts or clipart for your com-
puter or correspondence. If you
want to read some world-famous
Irish literature, you can download
e-books.

There’s also plenty of malarkey
to be found on the site. For fun, you
can play games or take a quiz.
There are some fine examples of
Irish jokes and blessings, as well as
lists of baby names and music.

A grand effort falls short

The site is run by Michael Green
out of County Dublin, Ireland. Along
with his contributors, his stated aim
is to provide as much family-friendly,
free information about Ireland as
possible. I question if this is blarney,
since there are pitches to sell Irish

merchandise sprinkled liberally
throughout the site. There’s nothing
wrong with making a buck, but be
up front about it.

While there is lots of interesting
and informative content contained
in the site, the design and function-
ality need work. The overly bright
green, and the 3D, hovering celtic
font used in the name plate don’t do
justice to the artistic traditions of
the people the site is supposed to be
celebrating.

The navigation is akin to driving
down a one way street. Once you
leave the home page there are no
navigation buttons to let you get
back there, or to any other sections
of the site. Consequently, if you
want to spend any length of time
on the site you have to either open
every link in a separate tab, or use
your back button a lot.

The sections of the site are orga-
nized enough that you can find your
way around, but it’s not pretty.
Inconsistent font sizes, haphazard
placement of elements and color
palettes that change from page to
page are just a few of the visual
problems that make the page appear
as if it was designed by amateurs.

Despite the need for a design
makeover, the site is entertaining
for those of us who can’t get enough
of all things Irish. So before you
grab your shillelagh and head down-
town, spend a little time on this site
learning why you’re celebrating.

If I see you out and about today
during the festivities, I’ll be sure to
raise my glass and wish you sláinte,
but don’t get so bulloxed on Guin-
ness that you end up on your arse.
And may you be in heaven a half-
hour before the devil knows you’re
dead.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

LIFESTYLES Cwww.thetimes-tribune.com/lifestyles

Please see PLACES Page C3

KEVIN

O’NEILL

InSites

MARK

PILARSKI

Deal Me In

Website celebrates the Emerald isle

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729 Oak

St.: today, The Black Diamond
Bag Pipers.

AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RES-

TAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.

BURNS PARKER HOUSE, 12 E.
Parker St.: today, Marilyn
Kennedy.

CASTALDI’S PASTA HOUSE,

Railroad Avenue: today, Take
3; Sunday, The Wanabees.

CAVERNA, 602 Church St., Jes-
sup: Sunday, acoustic night
with Kris Sheridan and George
Littlejohn.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY,

821 Northern Blvd., Clarks
Summit: today, Robbie Walsh
and Tony Vergnetti.

COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE,

701 North Washington Ave.:
today, The Wanabees.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today, Real Dia-
mond tribute to Neil Diamond;
Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, Wildfire; Sun-
day, Group Du Jour.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT,

727 S. State St., Clarks
Summit: Thursdays, live jazz
music with Kenny McGraw
and Ron Leas.

HEIL’S, Wheeler Avenue, Dun-
more: Monday, The Let Go.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Wise
Crackers Comedy; Wednes-
day, open mike night.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden
Street: today, Eric from
Tribes; Sunday, Hair of the
Wolf WFTE benefit party;
Monday, Spratt and Thy-
berg’s comedy open mike;
Tuesday, quiz with Fergal;
Wednesday, open mike with
Jay Luke.

J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Crimson Tears.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.:
today and Tuesday, DJ Ben
O’Leary.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Langan & Wags, Ken and
mark from Graces Downfall;
Mace in Dickson.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Mid Life Crisis.

MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge
St.: Tuesdays, Pub Quizzo with
Frank Regan.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Trip Frogg.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ Hon-
ey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: today, Double
Cross and The Black Diamond
Bagpipers.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Jeffrey James Band; Sun-
day, benefit for Shaeffer
featuring Jeffrey James
Band, Category Five and
Black Keranec.

THE V SPOT BAR, 906 Provi-
dence Road: Thursdays, Jack-
son Vee Acoustic; today,
Dashboard Mary and others;
Sundays, karaoke.

Casino slots

& payouts
Slot machine revenue: Feb.

21-27

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $54,780,269
Payouts: $49,367,573
Active slot machines: 2,464
State tax: $1,506,905
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,668,045,061

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $41,967,080
Payouts: $38,077,582
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $1,061,340
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,196,716,132

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $80,014,713
Payouts: $71,927,652
Active slot machines: 3,024
State tax: $2,030,051
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,157,948,975

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Please see DEAL Page C2

She’s kissed countless bumps and scrapes, been a shoulder to lean on and set you on the path to be the person you are.

Now it’s your turn to showmom how truly special she is. Please tell us, in 100 words or fewer, why your mom is

extraordinary. The Sunday Times will choose the best story about a local mom to be featured on our Mother’s Day

edition cover. Other noteworthy letters may also appear in the May 8 edition based on reader participation.

Include your name, age, phone number; your mother’s name and age and the number of siblings in your family. Only

children may submit letters about their mothers. Entries will not be accepted after April 3. Send letters via e-mail to

mothers@timesshamrock.com or Special Mothers, The Sunday Times, c/o Faith Golay, 149 Penn Ave., Scranton, PA 18503.

SEEKING ASPECIALMOM

MOTHER’S DAY • • MAY 8, 2011
Last year’s winner Phyllis Mischello,

left, with daughter Jessica.
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