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A pril is Autism Awareness
Month. It seems not a
week goes by without a
story in the news cover-
ing some aspect of this

increasingly common disorder.
Recently, stories about the recatego-
rizing of autism by the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (aka the “psychiatrist’s
bible”), an increase in the reported
prevalence of the condition from 1
in 110 to 1 in 88 children being affect-
ed, and the weight of expectant

mothers possibly
playing a role in its
development all have
made headlines.

Autism is a disor-
der that impairs, to
varying degrees, a per-
son’s ability to com-
municate and interact
socially. For a species
as social as humans,

this can be devastating to individuals
— and their families — who are on
the more severe range of the spec-
trum. While no one welcomes an
increase in autism, an increased
awareness means that more resourc-
es are being devoted to finding the
causes and, hopefully, a cure.

The combination of increased
research and innovations in technol-
ogy is producing a wealth of high-
tech tools to help the afflicted, their
caregivers and educators. In fact,
there are so many websites and apps,
with more becoming available all of
the time, that sorting through them
all can be overwhelming. Everyone
with autism is affected in unique
ways, so finding the right apps to suit
individual needs can be daunting.

Wheat from the chaff

The world of interactive media is

a huge, cluttered mess full of the

good, the bad and the ugly. Wading

through the muck of piano-playing

cat websites and “Places I’ve Pooped”

apps in search of useful resources

and tools can be exhausting. Fortu-

nately, there are some websites that

have done the dirty work for you.

Here are four sites that feature help-

ful information and lists of apps

designed to help those dealing with

autism or other special needs:

AutismPluggedIn.com — This site

is the creation of Jack Kieffer, an

ambitious young man — he identi-

fies himself as a student, and his

photo looks like he’s in his early high

school years — who combined his

passion for technology with the vol-

unteer work he does with autistic

kids. The site features reviews of

iPad and iPhone apps that can help

autistic kids develop their communi-

cation and social skills. Most of the

reviews are written by Jack, with a

few credited to a guest author. One

useful review was the Top 10 Aug-

mentative and Alternate Communi-

cation Apps Under $30. Special-needs

apps can be expensive, and you don’t

know if they will serve your child’s

needs until you try them, so inexpen-

sive apps let you test the waters with-

out breaking the bank.

AutismSpeaks.org — This is the

website for the nation’s largest

autism advocacy organization. The

site has sections on news, science,

advocacy, family services, events,

donating and descriptions of autism.

There are many pages of informa-

tion, links and other resources acces-

sible from this site, including a long
list of autism apps in the Family Ser-
vices section.

BridgingApps.org — The stated
purpose of this site is to bridge the
gap between technology and people
with disabilities. The site is run by a
collection of volunteer parents, ther-
apists, doctors and educators who
want to share information on utiliz-
ing mobile devices to help people
with special needs. Their focus is on
helping people find apps that meet
specific needs. The site features a
customizable search tool that lets
you combine keywords with skill
levels, specific hardware and more.
Apps are rated on a five-star scale.

HowToLearn.com — The focus of
this site is learning in general, not
just for individuals with special
needs. One of the features on the
home page is a directory of top 101
websites for various categories —
and one of those lists is sites for peo-
ple with special needs. The list is
broken into subcategories, so you
can easily find just the sites devoted
to autism, or any other disorder.

Computers and mobile apps can
be used for many things. People use
them to work, play, date, create, com-
municate, educate, waste time and
even commit crime. Using this tech-
nology to help disadvantaged people
get the most out of life is among the
best uses I can imagine. Apps for
autism are not a cure, but, combined
with a strategy of education, thera-
py and treatment, they can be a valu-
able weapon in the battle against it.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Websites provide helpful autism resources

CLUBS
ANDY GAVIN’S EATERY & PUB,

1392 N. Washington Ave.: today,
Village Idiots.

BAZIL, 1101 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Quartet.

BELISSIMO, 223 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Cameron
Avenue.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Monday, Nowhere Slow;
Tuesday, Solo-Tu.

BOMBAY CAFE, 80 S. Main St.,
Archbald: today, Bad Ash.

CHESTNUT STREET TAVERN,

Dunmore: today, Drew Kelly for
WFTE benefit.

COOPER’S WATERFRONT, 304
Kennedy Blvd., Pittston: today,
Dashboard Mary.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727 S.
State St., Clarks Summit: Thurs-
days, jazz music with Kenny
McGraw and Ron Leas.

HONEYCHILDS’, 109 E. Drinker St.,
Dunmore: Sunday, Phil Hinton;
Wednesday,Dashboard Mary Trio.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

JJ BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Wanabees.

MANHATTAN DRIVE/BEST WEST-

ERN PLUS, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, 30
West.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Side Door.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Nowhere Slow.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Six Guns Loaded
and Militia.

PLATFORM LOUNGE AT TRAX,

Radisson at Lackawanna Sta-
tion hotel, 700 Lackawanna
Ave.: today, Erin McClelland.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125 Beech
St.: Saturdays,DJ Honey Do.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

SLEEPY HOLLOW LOUNGE, Idle
Hour Lanes, 2008 Scranton
Carbondale Highway, Scranton:
today, Marilyn Kennedy.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

STATION SQUARE PIANO BAR &

RESTAURANT, 400 Lackawan-
na Ave., Olyphant: today, Bill &
Donna Arnold.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today, 1
Hot Mess.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, DJ Eddie K.

MUSIC
A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC: origi-

nal composition by Cecilia
Strauch, and Jesse Morvan’s Jazz
Band, today, 7 p.m., Lackawanna
Trail Junior-Senior High School, 28
Tunnel Hill Road, Factoryville,
donations accepted at door, bene-
fits LTHS music department.

GLORIANA: today, doors open 7
p.m., show 8 p.m., Mount Airy
Casino Resort, Mount Pocono,
$25/$40.

THERE’S MUSIC IN THE AIR:

today, 7 p.m., Factoryville United
Methodist Church, 162 College

Ave., Factoryville.
NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

PHILHARMONIC: HereTo Stay:

The Music of Gershwin, today, 8
p.m., F.M. Kirby Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Wilkes-Barre;
Brahms,A German Requiem,

April 27, 8 p.m., Scranton Cultural
Center at The Masonic Temple,
420 N. Washington Ave.; Tribute

to Benny Goodman, June 9,8
p.m., F.M. Kirby Center. $26-$60
adult/$15 student. 341-1568.

OLDIES ROCK ’N’ ROLL REVIV-

AL: with The Poets, Frankie &
The Corvettes, Richie Molin-
aro and Mr. Lou, today, Genet-
ti Manor, Dickson City, $35.
457-2808.

Mother’s Day Memories
Deadline Extended to April 20
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From left, Sam Taffera of

Olyphant, Matthew and

Gabrielle Lewis of

Marlton, N.J.

Devon Fawcett and Mark

Bremer of Dickson City

Jayne, left, and Paula

Terry of Dickson City

Marie Martin, left, of

Olyphant and Emily

Martin of Eynon

Peggy, left, and Katie

Polacek of Scott Twp.

William Krenitsky of Scott

Twp. and Sam Virbitsky

of Harrisburg
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