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T
omorrow is Earth Day. I
wanted to find some apps
or websites that people
could use in their daily
lives to make a positive

impact on our planet.
There are many, many apps and

sites devoted to this cause. You can
measure your ecological footprint,
energy audit your home, track the
global impact on products you buy,

virtually plant trees
and determine how
much carbon your
overseas business
meetings produce.

These are all good
things, of course, but
some of them are just
one-time endeavors,
others don’t apply to
a lot of people, and a

few of them require more effort than
many people are willing to give.

Some of the apps I looked at only
had metric measurements, or you
had to gather old utility bills and
enter lots of data to get accurate
answers. Many of the websites are
full of doom and gloom scenarios
that make you feel hopeless.

Common-sense approach

I commend the people who are
committed enough to put in the time
and effort to research their actual
impact, and then do something about
it. Most people would like to live
more Earth-friendly lives, but they’re
so busy and overwhelmed with infor-
mation, they don’t know where to
begin. CampaignEarth.org is a web-
site with an approach that should
appeal to a lot of people.

The tagline under the site’s logo is

“Providing the path for a sustainable
future, one step at a time.” This
describes Campaign Earth’s prima-
ry tool for saving the world, the
Monthly Challenge.

Register to take the challenge and
you will be emailed a new environ-
mental goal every 30 days. The chal-
lenges start out simple but become
progressively more involved as you
continue with the program. The idea
is that anyone can implement a small
change to his or her lifestyle over the
course of a month. Once that initial
change becomes habit, a person can
begin to incorporate another change.
Instead of trying to radically alter
your life in order to become a better
global citizen, you take baby steps
and gradually morph into one.

Think positively

Campaign Earth presents the
challenges facing our world in a pos-
itive, optimistic way. Rather than
scare people into inaction with dire
predictions and sad stories, the site
celebrates people’s successes and
illustrates how even small steps can
have a positive effect.

The site contains lots of facts and
figures to define the problem and
acknowledges the difficulty most
people have just trying to get by in
their lives without worrying about
saving the world at the same time.
The strategy of small steps and posi-
tive reinforcement makes more
sense than the apocalyptic shock and
awe employed by some other sites.

Though the Monthly Challenge is
Campaign Earth’s main feature,
there are a few other sections on the

site designed to encourage people to
go green. There are profiles of site
users that describe the steps they
have taken to shrink their footprints.
These range from a business owner
who subsidizes his employees’ use
of public transportation and reduced
his building’s electricity use by 40
percent, to a young musician who
recycles all his beer bottles.

Businesses can partner with Cam-
paign Earth by incorporating the
Challenge on websites or packaging,
or they can donate financial support
to the cause. The site also has a guide
for people who want to purchase
renewable energy, generated by such
sources as wind or solar, for their
homes or businesses.

A good start

Campaign Earth’s site promotes a
worthy cause in a positive way. The
pages are bright and clean with
friendly images and encouraging
language. The navigation is logical
and intuitive. The Monthly Chal-
lenge is a good idea and reason
enough for the website to exist.

All of the things the site is doing
right leave me wanting more out of
it. It’s a little light in content and
would benefit by going deeper into
some of the issues it raises. For
instance, the green energy guide’s
list of utilities offering renewable
power is short and geographically
limited. A list of links to other
online resources and a newsfeed of
environmental stories would be wel-
come additions.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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CLUBS
ANDY GAVIN’S EATERY & PUB,

1392 N. Washington Ave.: today,
The Wannabees.

BAZIL, 1101 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Quartet.

BELISSIMO, 223 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Gianna.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Monday, Dashboard Mary;
Tuesday, Lewis Lake Duo.

BOMBAY CAFE, 80 S. Main St.,
Archbald: today, Twist of Fate.

CHESTNUT STREET TAVERN,
Dunmore: today, Asialena.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn, Route
6, Dickson City: today, comedian
Chris Smith; Sunday, karaoke;
Wednesday, Bike Nite.

THE CLOCKTOWER AT LARUS-
SA’S, 590 Burke Bypass, Oly-
phant: today, Bad Ash.

COOPER’S CABANA, 304 Ken-
nedy Blvd., Pittston: today,
Jeanne Zano Band; Sunday, DJ
Honey-Do, karaoke.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727 S.
State St., Clarks Summit: Thurs-
days, jazz music with Kenny
McGraw and Ron Leas.

HONEYCHILDS’, 109 E. Drinker
St., Dunmore: today, Jax.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

JJ BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, East
Coast Trio.

MANHATTAN DRIVE/BEST WEST-
ERN PLUS, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, Lan-
gan, Wags & O’Connor.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Common
Threads.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Soul Shine.

PAPPY’S, Routes 690 and 502,
Spring Brook Twp.: today, Ragu
and Friends with Jim Carro &
Pat Casper.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

STATION SQUARE PIANO BAR &
RESTAURANT, 400 Lackawan-
na Ave., Olyphant: today, Bill &
Donna Arnold.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Something Else.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Slow Children at Play.

MUSIC
GOSPEL EXTRAVAGANZA: today,

1 p.m., Moskovitz Theater, DeNa-
ples Center, University of Scran-

ton, free. 941-7401.
BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

SPRING CONCERT SERIES:
today, 3 and 8 p.m., Jackson
Hall, Murphy Memorial Library.
$5. 595-9295 or www.bbc.edu/
springconcert.

CANTORES CHRISTI REGIS
SPRING CONCERT: today,
7:30 p.m., J. Carroll McCor-
mick Campus Ministry Center,
King’s College, North Franklin
and Jackson streets, Wilkes-
Barre, free. 208-6044.

USPB SPRING CONCERT: today,
8 p.m., Byron Complex, Univer-
sity of Scranton, 18 and older.
941-7463.

DOUG SMITH 16-PIECE BIG
BAND: today, April 28 and May
12, 8:30 to 11 p.m., Skytop
Lodge, Skytop. 595-7401.

PENN STATE WORTHINGTON
SCRANTON CHORALE AND
JAZZ BAND ANNUAL
SPRING CONCERT: Sunday,
2 p.m., campus’ Gallagher
Conference Center, Dun-
more, free.
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Website’s Monthly Challenge eases
the path to eco-friendly lifestyle
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