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More hands
gives casino
more money

Dear Mark: What are
your thoughts on betting
multiple hands at black-
jack? I do it now and again
to change the flow of cards
on the game, especially on
the automatic shufflers.

— Cal F.

There is no mathemati-
cal footing for this mislead-
ing notion that by switch-

i n g f r o m
one spot to
two you will
“change the
f l o w o f
cards,” or
change your
luck on the
table. What
will happen,
especially

on a game that uses an
automatic shuffler, is that
you will be dealt far more
hands per hour, with the
casino edge munching con-
tentedly on your bankroll
at a much faster clip. Let’s
run some numbers.

Say, for instance, you are
a basic strategy player and
your average bet is $5 per
hand. To play two hands,
many casinos will make
you double that amount
per betting circle, so you
are in fact wagering $20 per
round. Now let’s put Joe to
the right of you and Jose-
phine to your left, with four
wagers in play.

When you’re playing
with two other players on
an auto-shuffled game, the
game can be expected to
average at least 600 deci-
sions per hour, you seeing
half, or 300 of them. Bet-
ting $20 per round means
you will be wagering a total
of $6,000 over the course of
an hour.

With the casino having a
0.5 percent edge against the
basic strategy player, and
you decreasing your deci-
sions per hour to 200 with
just one hand at $5, your
expected hourly loss is just
five buckaroos. By playing
two spots ($20) instead of
one ($5) at 300 decisions,
your expected hourly loss
drastically jumps to $30.
You could always check and
see whether Joe and Jose-
phine would give you a ride
home before you decide to
ride two horses at once.T

omorrow is the first Sunday
after the first full moon after
the vernal equinox, other-
wise known as Easter. The
celebration, one of the holi-

est days in Christianity, is a movable
feast that is always celebrated on a
Sunday, the day of the Resurrection.

It is the Sunday after
the vernal full moon
because Passover
was observed on that
moon, and the Last
Supper occurred on
Passover.

In addition to the
religious significance
of Easter, it has
become a fun-filled,

family day, full of chocolate bunnies,
egg hunts and fancy hats and dresses.

If you’re planning on having the
family over to celebrate but could
use some help with the planning and
preparation, visit kaboose.com and
click on the Easter tab. The site is
loaded with recipes, crafts, activities
and more to help make the day enjoy-
able for all.

Loads of content

The main content area of the site
is divided into three columns. A
thin, left side column features “Most
popular” and “Site Favorites” links.
There’s also an ad for a contest to

win a Disney Fairy Tale wedding.
The center column is the widest

and features the main content of the
site. There are four tabs at the top
that take you to sections on crafts,
recipes, egg hunts and cards. Each
of these sections has links to subcat-
egories related to the main subject.

Under crafts, for instance, you can
select “Bunny Ears for Kids” and
you’ll be taken to a page with detailed
instructions on how to make them.

Most of the crafts and activities
are geared to younger kids, although
everybody enjoys coloring eggs.
Some projects can be printed out,
such as cards, templates, games and
pictures to color. There are online
games and quizzes, and even recom-
mendations for Easter movies.

The recipes cover main entrees,
side dishes and, of course, candies
and desserts. The instructions are
pretty thorough, with ingredient
lists, cooking instructions, recom-
mended substitutions, nutrition
information and pictures.

Below the main package in the
center column are more links to the
same type of information as in the
main tabs. It’s a little redundant, but
the site designers must have felt they
needed to fill the space.

The right side column has videos
of Easter crafts at the top. Below that
are ads and links to related content.

Disney’s values show

Kaboose is part of the Disney
empire, so the production values on
the site are top notch. The design is
classy but safe, nothing edgy or con-
troversial. The navigation is well
thought out, functional and intui-
tive. There are ads on the site, includ-
ing many for Disney products, but
they don’t intrude on the content
with annoying pop-ups or repetitive,
distracting animation.

The site is not dedicated strictly
to Easter, so it’s worth visiting
throughout the year for different
holidays. And it’s not dedicated
strictly to holidays either. It’s full of
information on family-themed sub-
jects. Besides holidays, there’s
information on health issues, par-
enting, contests, finances, relation-
ships, home decorating and renova-
tion, fashion, education and more.
The different subjects are all acces-
sible via a series of links across the
top of the page.

The site is not especially exciting
or entertaining, but it has lots of
good information. It would make a
good bookmark on any family’s list
of favorite websites.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Deal Me In

Hey kids! Color this
page and help the
Easter Bunny find
eggs for his basket.

Website has tips on everything Easter

Hoppin’ down
the bunny trail

Send us your
favorite recipes!

You could be one of our featured local cooks on
the cover of Lifestyles& win a gift certificate
from Rossi’s ShurSave Market in Old Forge!

Mail in your entries today
or enter online right now at

thetimes-tribune.com/localflavor!
Jan Jeffers and her grandaughter, Kalvin, of Old Forge,

make strachetella soup at her Old Forge home.

Mail recipes to The Times-Tribune Local Flavor,
149 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503. Please

include your name, address and phone number on recipe
card. Enter online at thetimes-tribune.com/localflavor

Recipes We Love ConRecipes We Love Contesttest
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CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANDY GAVIN’S,1392 N. Wash-
ington Ave.: today,Bees Knees.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RES-

TAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dick-
son City: Tuesdays, Solo-Tu.

CLAM DIGGERS, Day’s Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Long Strange Trip; Sunday,
karaoke.

COOPER’S CABANA: 304
Kennedy Blvd, Pittston.:
today, Gone Crazy.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAIN-

MENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
Scott Papacuri and Wildfire;
Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Gemi-
ni and The Byrd Prssley
Band; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, Shawn Corne-
lius and Group Du Jour; Sun-
day, Group Du Jour.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT,

727 S. State St., Clarks
Summit: Thursdays, jazz
music with Kenny McGraw
and Ron Leas.

THE GRAND SLAM SPORTS

BAR: Grotto Pizza at Harveys
Lake: Tuesday, Deuces Wild.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden
Street: Sunday, WFTE bene-
fit with Northern Outlaws,
Paul Martin, Casey Jones
and Jasper.

JJ BRIDJES: 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Take 3.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.:
today, DR Resurrected Pres-
ents Open Deck Social 4;
Tuesday, DJ Ben.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Best West-
ern Plus, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Crystal Skies.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Common Threads.

MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Phil Hinton.

PARKER HOUSE, 12 E. Parker
St.: today, DJ Missy.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

THE RIVER STREET JAZZ

CAFE, 667 N. River St.,
Plains Twp.: today, Brothers
Past; Wednesday, open mike.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK

HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casi-
no, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays
and Saturdays, Jim Waltich
Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lack-
awanna Ave., Olyphant:
today, Maybe Someday Duo.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Ashley’s Attik.

THE V SPOT BAR, 906 Provi-
dence Road: Thursdays, Jack-
son Vee; today, Jigsaw Johnny.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Tommy Guns
Band; Sunday, Graces Down-
fall Duo.

SEASONAL
AVA’S EASTER EGGSTRAVA-

GANZA: meet and greet with
Easter bunny and egg hunt,
today, 2 to 5 p.m.,McDade
Park, new pavilion, $10 for chil-
dren, $2 for adults, 309-6261.

MOTHER-DAUGHTER SPRING

TEA: sponsored by the Friends
of the Community Library of
Lake and Salem Townships,
May 1, 2 p.m., adults $8, chil-
dren ages 7 to 12, $4, tickets
available at Community
Library, 689-0903.

Casino slots
& payouts
Revenue for April 4-10

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $59,418,695
Payouts: $53,324,621
Active slot machines: 2,332
State tax: $1,591,237
Payouts fiscal year to

date: $1,986,858,722

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $36,290,726
Payouts: $32,885,424
Active slot machines: 2,275
State tax: $925,871
Payouts fiscal year to

date: $1,401,345,494

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $74,088,383
Payouts: $66,737,508
Active slot machines: 3,024
State tax: $1,791,405
Payouts fiscal year to

date: $2,564,093,653

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD
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