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Dear Mark: I have heard
that you should always stand
on all 17 and 18 hands no mat-
ter what the dealer shows. Is
that true? Also, I have always
wondered why basic strategy
charts instruct you to double
down on 11 against all dealer
face-up cards in a single-deck
game, but not against Aces in
multideck games.

— Aaron G.

Not so, Aaron, on standing
on all 17s and 18s. You’ll note
that the basic strategy charts
you referred to in your ques-

tion affir m
that if your
hand contains
an ace for a
soft 17, you are
supposed to
h i t i t , n o t
stand. As for a
soft 18, again
you hit, unless
the dealer has

a two, seven, or eight show-
ing.

The second part of your
inquiry — why double on 11
against an Ace when one
deck is being used, but not on
multiple-deck games — is
baffling for some players.

What they might not real-
ize, Aaron, is that any time
you play single-deck black-
jack, every card dealt has a
greater effect on the balance
of the remaining cards than it
would have on multiple decks.

For example, if you have a
seven and a four for a two-
card 11, and the dealer shows
an Ace, then 16 of the remain-
ing 49 cards in a single deck
are 10-values that would give
you 21. That’s 32.7 percent
versus 31.1 percent (96 of 309
cards) on a six-deck game.

Blackjacks occur more fre-
quently on a single deck than
on multideck games. To illus-
trate this, let’s say your first
card is an Ace. On a single-
deck game, 16 of the remain-
ing 51 cards, or 31.37 percent,
are the face or 10-value cards
that would complete your
blackjack. On a six-deck
game, 96 of the remaining 311
cards, or 30.87 percent, would
give you your blackjack.

Oh, and one more thing
Aaron. If you do stumble
upon a rare single-deck black-
jack game, make sure you are
getting the maximum value
for a blackjack, one that pays
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Deal Me In

T
oday is the last day of
Autism Awareness Month.
Like an ever growing num-
ber of families, my family
has felt the direct impact of

this heart-breaking disorder. Autism
limits a person’s ability to communi-
cate and socialize with others.
Because we are social creatures by
nature, these limitations can have a
profound effect on a person’s ability
to make friends, get a job or meet
someone and fall in love. For many, it
means being trapped inside a

miswired mind, liv-
ing alone in a world
where they’re sur-
rounded by people.

When a loved one
has his or her quality
o f l i f e s eve re ly
restricted, the search
for solutions can be
exhausting. Early
intervention sessions,

speech therapists, occupational ther-
apists, special education classes,
therapeutic support staff, pediatric
neurologists, classroom aides, vari-
ous medications — they all become a
normal part of your daily routine.
Sometimes you wonder if it’s all
making a difference, but then you
realize it would probably be even
more difficult without all the help.

Apps offer hope

Technology has introduced some
new tools for those living and work-
ing with autistic kids. There’s an
expanding list of special education
apps for electronic devices, like the
iPad and iPod, that offer some hope
for kids with developmental disor-
ders. Because autism is a spectrum
disorder, meaning there’s a range of
symptoms and severity that are
unique to the individual, none of
these apps is likely to be a silver bul-

let cure. But some of these apps are
likely to be helpful, and any progress
in this struggle is welcome.

If you have an iPhone, iPod Touch
or iPad, then you’re familiar with
getting apps from the App Store in
iTunes. There’s a special education
section with lots of apps for various
disabilities. Prices range from free to
$189.99, but the vast majority are
under $30. Some of the free ones are
limited versions of apps you have to
buy, and they’re littered with annoy-
ing prompts to upgrade to the pay
version. I’ll be focusing on apps that
run on Apple’s devices, but there are
many available for smart phones
using the Android and Windows
operating systems.

I’ve downloaded several special
education apps for my son, who is
autistic. Our biggest issue with him
is communication because at 13 he
still doesn’t talk. He uses a limited
number of sign language gestures so
I got an app called Baby ASL (Ameri-

can Sign Language) HD. The app has
a list of many common words with
accompanying flash cards. Clicking
on one button shows a video of
someone demonstrating the sign for
the word. Another button plays a
recording of the word being spoken.
Hopefully this will help us expand
our sign language vocabulary.

Another app I downloaded is
called Look-2-Learn ($14.99). It
comes preloaded with pictures of
common items in several categories.
The categories are: snacks, meals,
indoor play, outdoor play, basic
needs and emotions. When you
launch the app, the main screen dis-
plays a generic image of a boy or
girl on the left under the words “I
want.” There’s a button on the bot-
tom to select an image. The button
takes you to a page with the catego-
ries displayed. Pick a category and

select one of the images. For
instance, you might pick a picture
of an apple from the snacks catego-
ry. The apple is now placed next to
the boy or girl on the main page
with the word “apple” above it. Press
the image of the child and the audio
says “I want,” then press the select-
ed image and it says “apple.”

The hope is that the child will
learn to associate the pictures, writ-
ten and spoken words, and use them
to communicate their needs. It’s a
portable, electronic version of the
picture exchange cards many par-
ents use to facilitate communication
with learning disabled children.

Make it personal

One of the nice features of Look-2-
Learn is that it’s customizable. You
can upload pictures from the child’s
actual environment, such as the
child’s bedroom or favorite toy, to
make the images more meaningful to
the individual child. The generic pic-
ture of the boy or girl can be replaced
with a picture of your child, and you
can record the names of the items in
your own voice to make it familiar.

I can’t vouch for any of these apps
yet since I haven’t had them long
enough to devote the time necessary
to work with them. I hope with con-
sistent use we can break down some
of the communication barriers.

I’vedownloadedgamesanddrawing
apps in addition to the educational
ones we use so my son doesn’t only
associate his iPod with work. If it also
represents fun, he’s more likely to
respond positively to using it. Get a
sturdy, protective case for your device
though. They’re expensive — and easy
for a kid to throw across the room.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Casino slots
& payouts
Slot machine revenue

April 11-17

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $57,497,374
Payouts: $51,430,943
State tax: $1,581,281
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,038,289,665
Active slot machines: 2,332

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $38,975,978
Payouts: $35,526,661
State tax: $909,304
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,436,872,156
Active slot machines: 2,275

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $73,396,136
Payouts: $66,102,001
State tax: $1,802,978
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,630,195,655
Active slot machines: 3,027

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA
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Amanda “Cha Cha”
Semian ofTaylor

Angie and John
Hopkins of Pittston

Roberta Kundla of
Scranton and John
Kundla of Old Forge

with Champ

From left, Sterling and
JoAnn Sprau of Wilkes-

Barre and Kathryne
Koppe of HanoverTwp.

Leon and Jackie
Grabowski of Dickson City

Carl Salitis of Throop,
left, and Robert Salitis

of Duryea

STAFF REPORT

An improvisational show
that premiered in England is
making its way to Northeast
Pennsylvania.

“The Quest,” a long-form
improvised
theater show
for families,
will be per-
formed at the
Ritz Compa-
n y P l a y -
house, 512
Keystone St.,

Hawley, today and Sunday at
2:30 p.m.

Admission is free, and
each show will be followed by
a short workshop on improv
techniques.

The show was co-created
by area native and West-
ern Wayne High School
graduate Tara Gadomski,
who also will be perform-
ing in the show with fellow
actor/improvisers Candice
Oden, Isabelle Kohler and
Robert King.

First performed in Lon-
don, “The Quest” takes
place in a world where
laughter has been banned,
and it’s up to three charac-
ters, the Brave Hero, the
Trusty Sidekick and the
Brainy Professor, to embark
on a journey to restore the
giggles. Along the way, they
meet a variety of charac-
ters who either help or hin-
der their adventure.

The details of the adven-
ture are provided by the audi-
ence, whose suggestions and
participation fills out the sto-
ry. Some audience members
are even asked to come up on
stage, according to Ms.
Gadomski.

“But improv is more
than just a zany afternoon
at the theater,” she said.
“When young people take
part in improv, it can help
build teamwork, listening
skills and even self-esteem,
because everyone has a
voice in what’s created on
stage. There are few art
forms where the audience
directly affects the cre-
ation, but with improv, the
audience is essential to the
final product.”

The show, which was fund-
ed with support from the
Pennsylvania Council on the
Arts and the Wayne County
Community Foundation, also
is being performed at after-
school programs in the West-
ern Wayne, Wayne Highlands
and Wallenpaupack school
districts.

“We wanted to not only
perform ‘The Quest,’ but
also to help kids develop
some basic improv skills
through these workshops.
It’s unlike traditional per-
formance styles, where
actors must memorize
scripts,” Ms. Gadomski
said. “Kids who aren’t nec-
essarily interested in the-
ater may find themselves
intrigued by the different
structure of improv and the
opportunity to create their
own story.”

If you go
What: “The Quest”

Where: Ritz Company
Playhouse, 512 Keystone
St., Hawley

When: Today and Sunday,
2:30 p.m.

Details: Admission is
free. For more informa-
tion, call 226-9752.
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