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inco de Mayo, the fifth
of May, is the anniversa-
ry of the Mexican
army’s unlikely victory
over invading French

forces at the Battle of Puebla in
1862. Because Mexico was not con-
sidered a military power, and
France had one of the most power-
ful militaries in the world at the
time, Mexican President Benito
Juárez declared the date of the vic-
tory a national holiday.

While the date still is celebrated
in Mexico, especially around the
Puebla region, it has become very

popular in the Unit-
ed States. Ameri-
cans use the day to
celebrate all things
Mexican, especially
food, music and, of
course, tequilla. We
hijacked St. Patrick’s
Day from the Irish
a n d t u r n e d a n
obscure holy day
into one of the big-

gest party days of the year, and now
we’re doing the same thing to Cinco
de Mayo. Not that I’m complaining,
mind you; I enjoy eating a hot plate
of fajitas and drinking a cold mar-
garita while jamming to Carlos San-
tana as much as the next guy.

Cross the Rio Grande

If you’re planning a Cinco de
Mayo party, or would just like to
learn more about our neighbors
south of the border, the online mag-
azine Mexconnect.com is a good
place to start. The site has a vast
collection of articles covering Mex-
ican history, business, culture, cui-
sine and travel.

The home page is set up like
many online news sites. There are
several columns with subject head-

ings at the top, such as New Col-
umns, Mexico Living or Mexico
Travel. Numerous headlines —
with the first few lines of the
accompanying articles under
them — are crammed beneath the
headings. Clicking on the headline
takes you to the full article. There
are several small photos on the
page as well.

This format is popular with
many websites for magazines and
newspapers because it presents a
lot of information and gives many
entry points into the site. While it
may be practical, visually it appears
crowded and lacks impact.

Fiesta time

A set of tabs across the top of
the page connects visitors to the
different sections of the site. If
you want to throw a Cinco de Mayo
party, you’ll want to check out the
Cuisine tab. In addition to a series
of articles on Mexican dining and
traditions, there’s also an exten-
sive list of recipes for indigenous
dishes. Mexican fare covers a lot
more territory than just tacos and
burritos. There are recipes for
breakfast, seafood, salads, des-
serts, vegetarian entrees and
much more. The recipes all have a
list of ingredients and instruc-
tions on preparation, but only a
few have photos of the dish.

Of course, no Cinco de Mayo cel-
ebration would be complete with-
out some Latino libations. Included
in the recipes list is a section on
beverages. There are more than 50
recipes for delicious-sounding
drinks, such as avocado smoothies,
pomegranate punch and even
watermelon water for the kids. Be
sure to have plenty of tequilla and
rum on hand if you want to try
some of these drinks.

Travel resource

Besides party planning, the Mex-
connect site also is a good resource
if you want to travel, or even move,
to Mexico. There are many articles
and photo galleries on the site fea-
turing popular tourist destinations,
as well as areas off the beaten track.
Mexico is large and diverse, offer-
ing everything from beaches and
tropical rain forests, to big cities
and small villages, to deserts and
ancient ruins. A weather link gives
the current conditions around the
country.

Mexico has made the news a lot
lately for a seemingly endless string
of violence involving the illegal
drug trade. Mexconnect does not
ignore this in its coverage. Many
articles discuss the relative safety
of various parts of the country. Oth-
ers give advice and tips on traveling
and living safely in different areas.

Mexconnect is a very compre-
hensive source of information on
all things Mexican. You could easi-
ly spend a lot of time exploring the
site, and learn a lot about the coun-
try in the process. The writing and
editing are well done, the photos are
professionally shot and presented,
and the navigation is logical and
works well.

What’s missing in the site is the
flavor of Mexico. Mexican culture
— art, music, cuisine, etc. — has
so much energy and life in it that
is not reflected enough in the site.
A bolder color palette and more
dynamic design could be used
without taking away from the
site’s mission of delivering news
and information.
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‘Avengers’
more of
the same

One of the weapons Mar-
vel used in its climb to comic
book dominance was a will-
ingness to invent new charac-
ters at a dizzying speed. There
are so many Marvel univers-
es, indeed, that some super-
heroes do not even exist in
each other’s worlds, prevent-
ing gridlock.

The Avengers, however, do
share the same time and
space continuum, although
in recent years they’ve been
treated in separate single-
superhero movies. One
assumes the idle Avengers
follow the exploits of the
employed ones on the news.

“The Avengers,” much
awaited by Marvel Comics

fans, assem-
bles all of
the Aveng-
ers in one
film — Iron
Man, Cap-
tain Ameri-
ca, Thor, the
Hulk, Black
Widow and
H aw ke ye.
This is like

an All Star Game, or the
chef ’s sampling menu at a
fancy restaurant.

What always strikes me is
how different their super-
powers are. Iron Man (Robert
Downey Jr.) is just an ordi-
nary guy until he’s wearing
his super-suit. Thor (Chris
Hemsworth) swings a mighty
hammer. Hawkeye (Jeremy
Renner) wields a bow with
arrows so powerful they can
bring down alien spacecraft.
The Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) is a
mild-mannered guy until he
gets angry, and then he
expands into a leaping,
bounding green muscleman
who can rip apart pretty
much anything. Captain
America (Chris Evans) has a
powerful and versatile shield.
T hen there’s Natasha
Romanoff (Scarlett Johans-
son), aka Black Widow. After
seeing the film, I discussed
her with movie critics from
Brazil and India, and we were
unable to come up with a sat-
isfactory explanation for her
superpowers; it seems she is
merely a martial artist with
good aim with weapons.

“The Avengers”
Stars: Robert Downey Jr.,

Chris Evans, Mark Ruffa-

lo, Chris Hemsworth,

Scarlett Johansson, Jere-

my Renner, Samuel L.

Jackson, Gwyneth Paltrow

Running time: 142 minutes.

Rated: PG-13 for intense

sequences of sci-fi violence

and action throughout, and

a mild drug reference.

Grade: ★★★ (out of four)
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