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New versions
of poker more
stimulating

Dear Mark: A replay of
the old Steve McQueen,
Eddie Robinson movie “The
Cincinnati Kid” was shown
on TV. I assume you have
seen it. Of course, Texas
Hold ’em has pretty much
supplanted stud poker as the
gambling game of choice,
has it not? Is that because
hope springs eternal as the
common cards are turned, or
what? Which is more intel-
lectually stimulating?

— Lawrence E.

Near the end of “The Cin-
cinnati Kid,” Lancey (Edward

G. Robinson),
called the Cin-
cinnati Kid
( S t e v e
McQueen) at
$3,500 and then
raised him
$5,000 on a
h a n d m o s t
amateurs of
t h e g a m e

wouldn’t make: trying to draw
to an inside straight flush.

Folding is what most
skilled players would have
done. On the other hand,
we’ve all had bad beats like
the Kid, who lost to Lancey
while sitting pretty with a full
house of Aces and 10s. “It gets
down to what it’s all about.
Making the wrong move at
the right time,” said Lancey.

As for poker, its earliest
reference is in 1834 among
the writings of Jonathan H.
Green. Green mentions the
rules to what he called the
“cheating game,” then being
played on Mississippi river-
boats. Green, who couldn’t
find reference to it in Hoyle,
decided to name the game
poker. The game Green
described was played with 20
cards, and used only aces,
kings, queens, jacks and tens.
Up to four people could play;
each dealt five cards. The
now-standard 52-card deck
ultimately replaced the
20-card deck, and during the
Civil War, modifications such
as open cards (stud poker),
the straight and the draw
were established.

It wasn’t until 1967 that
Texas Hold ’em was intro-
duced in Las Vegas by the
likes of gambling legends
Doyle Brunson and Amarillo
Slim. The game eventually
replaced seven-card stud as
the most popular poker game
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Deal Me In

M
y sister is getting a new
furnace for Mother’s Day.
That’s one of the few gift
ideas you won’t find on
MothersDayCentral.com.

The website is a treasure trove of all
things Mother’s Day.

Usually when searching for web-
sites devoted to holidays I come

across many that are
nothing more than
thinly veiled collec-
tions of ads. Mothers-
DayCentral does have
advertising and links
to commercial sites,
but they are more
subtle and don’t com-
pletely dominate the
site. Much of the site

is devoted to helping families make
Mother’s Day special.

Even Anna M. Jarvis, who led a
successful campaign to have the day
officially recognized as a national
holiday by President Woodrow Wil-
son in 1914, might approve. She
spent the rest of her life in a futile
battle against the floral industry’s
efforts to commercialize Mother’s
Day. She died poor, blind and child-
less, never knowing that The Flo-
rist’s Exchange had anonymously
paid for her care.

Organization of information

The site is loaded with informa-
tion but doesn’t feel crowded. This is
the result of a well-organized design,
and skillful use of typography that
establishes a clear hierarchy of
information. A soft palette of earthy
greens also helps to keep the site
from feeling too busy. The flower art
in the banner is equally subdued.

There are nine tabs across the top
of the site that take you to the vari-
ous categories:

■ Flowers: In this section the floral
industry’s victorious commercializa-
tion of the day is on full display. It’s
mainly links to retail florists. Gener-
ous discounts are advertised, but
with the steep markup on Mother’s
Day flowers, it’s unlikely that you’re
saving any money.

■ Gifts: This section is also a col-
lection of links to retail sites with
many “discounts” offered.

■ Top Ideas: This is the last of the
sections that offers mostly sugges-
tions on where you can buy gifts for
mom online.

■ Cards: There are links to online
services the let you create cheap, cus-
tom cards using your own pictures
and words. There are also links to
sites that will send free personalized
e-cards. Finally, there are free, color
card templates that can be printed
from the site.

■ Poems: 101 Mother’s Day poems
that can be used to make homemade
cards more poignant.

■ Crafts: The craft ideas range
from simple projects the kids can
make to more involved ones requir-
ing sewing or artisitic skills.

■ Activities: From the traditional
breakfast in bed to more exotic
adventures like hot air balloon rides,
there are suggestions for every price
range and activity level.

■ Recipes: From French toast to
mimosa to filet mignon, there are
many recipes for brunch and dinner.
Each recipe has a list of ingredients,
preparation instructions and a pic-
ture of the finished dish.

■ Checklist: This printable list is

designed to help you plan mom’s spe-
cial day, and to make sure you don’t
forget anything.

In addition to the tabs across the
top of the page, there are links in the
left side column to areas of the site
containing all kinds of interesting
information on mothers and Moth-
er’s Day.

Ask your mother

One section lists the dates of
worldwide celebrations of mothers.
Another section traces the origins of
the holiday and its variations
throughout history and around the
world. The Fun & Trivia section has
lists of “motherisms” (those sayings
mothers everywhere always say,
such as ‘I’ll give you something to
cry about’). Right after that is a
“Myth-Busting Motherisms” section
that debunks many of mom’s favor-
ite admonitions, like “wait an hour
after you eat to swim,” or “if you
keep playing with it, it will fall off
someday” (thank goodness she
wasn’t always right!).

There are lists of the top televi-
sion moms, tips for moms, videos
and more. One section features con-
tests with prizes ranging from gift
baskets to iPads. Blogs, Twitter and
Facebook keep the site current.

If you need ideas or want to help
the kids come up with a project, this
site is worth visiting. Of course, if
you want the easy way out you can
get the mothers in your life what my
wife requested — just leave them
alone for the day.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Website devoted to moms is full of ideas

Hot gifts for mom
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Casino slots
& payouts
Revenue for April 18-24

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $52,661,783
Payouts: $47,309,769
State tax: $1,437,729
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,085,599,434
Active slot machines: 2,326

Mount Airy

Casino Resort
Wagers: $38,317,760
Payouts: $34,666,937
State tax: $1,007,274
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,471,539,093
Active slot machines: 2,275

Sands Casino

Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $75,280,394
Payouts: $67,611,539
State tax: $1,870,669
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,697,807,194
Active slot machines: 3,024

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD
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at Kildare’s E.U. Burger Challenge
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CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Mar-
ko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N. Wash-
ington Ave.: today, Akoostic Duo.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAU-

RANT, Wheeler Avenue, Dun-
more: Sundays, jazz brunch
with Julian Sparacino.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Tuesdays, Solo-Tu.

CLAM DIGGERS, Day’s Inn, Route
6, Dickson City: today, Ariz; Sun-
day, karaoke.

COOPER’S CABANA, 304 Ken-
nedy Blvd., Pittston: today, Jok-
er Band; Sunday, The Wana-
bees Party Band.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today, Exeine
Lofgren and Group Du Jour;
Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Max Dol-
celli and Showtime Band;
Pocono Palace Resort: today,
Mike Jones and Wildfire; Sun-
day, Group Du Jour.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.

HEIL’S, Wheeler Avenue: today,
Jung Bergo; Monday, DJ Fritz.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden Street:
today, Teddy Young and the
Aces; Sunday, WFTE Benefit;
Monday, Spratt & Thyberg’s
Comedy Open Mic; Tuesday, Eric
Garcia’s Blizzards of Thought
Poetry Reading followed by kara-
oke; Wednesday, open mike.

JJ BRIDJES: 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Mojo.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave., today,
Drew Kelly; Tuesday, DJ Ben.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Best West-
ern Plus, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Long Strange Trip.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, J-2.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Skin N Bones and
Channel 4.

PARKER HOUSE, East Parker
Street: today, DJ Moneyshot.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB,125 Beech
St.: Saturdays,DJ Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lacka-
wanna Ave., Olyphant: today,
Double Cross.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Kartune.

THE V SPOT BAR, 906 Provi-
dence Road: Thursdays, Jack-
son Vee; today, Exit 22; Sun-
days, Karaoke.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Nowhere Slow; Sunday,
Graces Downfall Duo.

SEASONAL
HERB AND PERENNIAL FESTI-

VAL: sponsored by the Friends
of the Dalton Community
Library, May 14, 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., Dalton firehall.

STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HIS-

TORIC SITE MEMORIAL DAY

EVENTS: Dietrich Theater Radio
Players present “My Friend
Erma,” May 28, 11 a.m. and
“My Man Godfrey,” May 29, 1
p.m. 340-5200.

MUSIC
WALLY GORDON COMMUNITY

CHORUS SPRING CONCERT:

today, 7 p.m., Clarks Summit
United Methodist Church, Mor-
gan Highway.
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