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Track spins

for payout

frequency
Dear Mark: How does one

determine which machines
are high-frequency payers or
low-frequency payers? I gam-
ble at three local casinos, and
they don’t advertise the dif-
ferent machines as such. I
would very much like to
know how a player could dif-
ferentiate.

— George B.

First, George, a quick
review for those who may
have missed the column on

hit frequency.
What any

machine’s hit
f r e q u e n c y
tells you is
how likely it
is to award a
payout. The
higher the hit
frequency, the
more probable

a payout on any spin, but
more than likely on the low
end in value.

When a machine has a low-
hit frequency, it means that
the hits on the machine are
going to be fewer and farther
between, but for higher jack-
pots. A high-frequency
machine can have modest
winning combinations show
up every three, four or five
spins, whereas a low-hit fre-
quency machine may have a
winning combination appear
only once every dozen whirls.

What the casino doesn’t
make easy, George, is cruis-
ing the casino floor and deter-
mining which machines are
which. You can somewhat
identify high-hit frequency
machines, but not necessari-
ly the low-hit frequency/
high-jackpot machines. You
would need a gaming time-
line of hundreds of thou-
sands of handle yanks to
compare payouts and find
high-paying machines.

I can give you guidance as
to how to identify high-fre-
quency payers. Begin by
tracking your play on the
machines you typically play,
noting each number of spins
and number of payouts. After
a few thousand spins, you’ll
have reasonable intuition as
to the true hit frequency of
the machines you’ve been
playing.

Study the pay tables posted
on the machines. If the low-
est jackpot seems a tad high,
the hit frequency is likely
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Deal Me In

T
his week’s website
was brought to my
attention by the
writer who preced-
ed me in this space,

Jessica Matthews.
It seems fitting, because not

only is www.pacivilwar150.com

a good site for the Memorial
Day weekend, but also it was
one year ago that I took over
this column from Jess. My first
column was on a site she told
me about, The Virtual Wall,

which was also
appropriate for
Memorial Day.

Pennsylvania
Civil War 150 is
part of the state’s
o f f i c i a l c o m -
memoration of
the 150th anni-
versary of the
war. The site was
recently selected

to be archived in the historic
collection of Internet materials
in the Library of Congress. The
honnor is well deserved. The
website is a well-designed and
authoritative record of Penn-
sylvania’s significant role in
the bloodiest years of our
nation’s history.

Meet the players

The home page is visually
striking, with a large slide
show of duotoned, historical
photos dominating the space.
Each photo contains links to
sections of the site dealing with
different types of Pennsylva-
nians that had an impact on the
war. Soldiers, women, politi-
cians, African-Americans, chil-
dren, immigrants and civilians
are all profiled.

The stories of the soldiers and
politicians are fascinating, but
so are the tales of the noncom-
batants swept up in the war.

Most people have heard the
story of Rosa Parks refusing to
give up her bus seat for a white
passenger in Montgomery, Ala.,
in 1955. It’s one of the defining
acts of civil disobedience in the
civil rights movement. Most peo-
ple are probably not familiar
with the story of Caroline Le
Count. When the African-Amer-
ican schoolteacher was thrown
off a Philadelphia streetcar in
1867 for not being white, she filed
a complaint with the nearest
police officer. The officer was
unaware of a new law making
segregation on public transpor-
tation illegal. Miss Le Count pro-
duced proof for the officer, who
fined the conductor $100. Over
the next several days, all of Phil-
adelphia’s streetcar companies
were brought into compliance,
ending a decades-old practice.

When Union soldiers encoun-
tered 12-year-old Hetty Zeilinger
walking down the road near
Monterey Pass, not far from the
battle of Gettysburg, she led
them to a Confederate wagon
train that was stealthily retreat-
ing in the night. A six-hour bat-
tle ensued that resulted in the
capture of 1,500 Confederate
prisoners.

Technology meets history

The site has several informa-
tive, interactive features. A time-
line allows you to click through
major events of the war, and the
years leading up to it. Historical
photos and artwork are used to
illustrate it.

An interactive map locates bat-
tles and individuals of signifi-
cance around the state. Clicking
on the map markers brings up
artwork and a brief description,
as well as a link to more detailed
information.

The “Artifacts Showcase”
allows you to browse through

images and descriptions of mili-
tary hardware, uniforms and
personal items. There are also
old newspapers, called broad-
sides, artwork, photos and politi-
cal memorabilia form the era.

The “Interactive Soldier”
uses contemporary Civil War
re-enactors to portray the uni-
forms and military procedures
of the past. You can watch sol-
diers perform drills, fire can-
nons or inspect a virtual sol-
dier’s uniform and equipment.

Information, organization

There’s a calendar of events
related to the sesquicentennial
on the site. The name, date and
location of each event is listed.
Clicking on the name takes you
to more detailed information.
Many resources are available for
those who want to learn more
about the war, or those who
would like to visit some of the
locations in the state where his-
tory was made. An online store
is being developed that will fea-
ture Pennsylvania Civil War 150
gear. If you want to learn about
the site, donate to support it, or
share your own stories, there
are sections to do all of that.

This review really only
scratches the surface of what the
site has to offer. The information
is all organized efficiently, and
the navigation is logical and
intuitive. Everything is put
together in an aesthetically
pleasing experience that feels
both contemporary and timeless.
Pennsylvania Civil War 150 is
definitely worth a visit, especial-
ly on the weekend we burn hot
dogs on the grill to honor all
those who bravely sacrificed for
our freedom.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist
for The Times-Tribune. Contact him
at koneill@timesshamrock.com
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Casino slots
& payouts
Revenue for May 9-12

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $58,418,543
Payouts: $52,510,515
State tax: $1,496,888
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,243,332,399
Active slot machines: 2,332

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $39,160,374
Payouts: $35,481,400
State tax: $968,966
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$1,576,378,454
Active slot machines: 2,275

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $71,209,966
Payouts: $64,086,559
State tax: $1,716,699
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$2,897,579,223
Active slot machines: 3,026

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Please see DEAL, Page C3

STAFF REPORT

The singer responsible for
one of the disco era’s most
enduring songs is coming to
Scranton next month.

Gloria Gaynor, best known
for the classic ’70s tune, “I
Will Survive,” will be the
headliner at the fourth annu-
al A Nod To Greatness:
Motown & More concert, set
for Thursday, June 30, at 7

p.m. at Lackawanna College’s
Mellow Theater.

Popular local band Music
For Models, featuring vocal-
ist Tara Michel, will serve as
Ms. Gaynor’s opening act.

Tickets to the show are
$37.50 and $52.50 and are on
sale now at www.etix.com,
the Mellow Theater box office
or by calling 955-1455.

Proceeds from the show

will benefit Marley’s Mission,
a local nonprofit dedicated to
helping child victims of sex-
ual abuse through equine-
assisted therapy.

Ms. Gaynor joins a list of
A Nod to Greatness perform-
ers that in past years has
included Rebbie Jackson of
the famed Jackson family,
The Temptations and The
Winstons.

A Nod to Greatness: Motown & More
welcomes disco-era legend Gloria Gaynor

Grammy Award-winner Gloria Gaynor will headline the

fourth annual A Nod to Greatness: Motown & More, on

Thursday, June 30.

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANDY GAVIN’S, 1392 N.
Washington Ave.: today,
Cranky Bitch.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RES-

TAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dick-
son City: Tuesdays, Solo-Tu.

CASTALDI’S PASTA HOUSE,

Railroad Avenue: Monday,
Villa Cruisers Car Show.

CAVERNA, 602 Church St.,
Jessup: today, Viva St. Ubal-
do with Marilyn Kennedy and
members of Pearl.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAIN-

MENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
The Byrd Pressley Band;
Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Funk-
tion 11; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, Group Du
Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT,

727 S. State St., Clarks
Summit: Thursdays, jazz
music with Kenny McGraw
and Ron Leas.

HEIL’S, Wheeler Avenue:
today, Nowhere Slow; Mon-
day, DJ Fritz.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic
Night; today, Oddesea He.

ICU LOUNGE, Scranton: Sun-
day, Marilyn Kennedy and
Skin-Bones.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden
Street: Sunday, Clarence
Spady, Teddy Young, North-
ern Outlaws.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Best
Western Plus, Dunmore:
Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Mace in Dickson.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Paul Martin.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.:
today, Smith.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Rising Fall.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RIVER STREET JAZZ CAFE,

667 N. River St., Wilkes-
Barre: today, Strawberry Jam.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK

HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casi-
no, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays
and Saturdays, Jim Waltich
Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
6 East Band.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Jonny Tsunami;
Sunday, Graces Downfall Duo.

MUSIC
LOST 80S LIVE: with The

Motels, Animotion and
When in Rome, Sunday, 7
p.m., Gypsies Lounge and
Nightclub, Mount Airy Casi-
no Resort, $25/$40.

NAY AUG PARK CONCERTS:

Ron Leas Brass Band, Mon-
day, 2 p.m.; Jim Buckley Jazz

Quartet, June 5, 2 p.m.; Fer-

die Bistocchi Memorial

Orchestra, June 12, 2 p.m.;
For Tunes, June 19, 1 p.m.;
Mark Montella Quartet, June
26, 2 p.m.; Jim Welch Dixie-

land Band, July 3, 2 p.m.;
Carlene Howard, July 3, 3
p.m.; Ringgold Pops Orches-

tra, July 4, 10:30 a.m.; Fran

Burne Quintet, July 10, 2
p.m.; John Andrews Band,

July 17, 2 p.m.; Joe Stanky

and the Cadets, July 24, 2
p.m.; Bill Arnold Band, July
31, 2 p.m.; Music Festival

featuring student musicians,

July 31, 3:30 to 8 p.m.;
West 3rd Street, Aug. 7, 2
p.m.; Brass Majors, Aug. 14,
2 p.m.; Tom Hamilton Jazz-

tet, Aug. 21, 2 p.m.; Pau-

lette & Tony Costa Quintet,

Aug. 28, 2 p.m.
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE WITH

THE OLDIES: featuring It
Takes Two Duo, Donna Trusky
and Dani-elle, June 4, Villa
Maria II, $15 includes pizza
and snacks. 457-2808.

COUGAR CONCERT IN THE

PARK: music ensembles
from Valley View School Dis-
trict, June 4, 7 p.m., Mellow
Park Pavilion, Peckville.

Website commemorates
Pennsylvania’s historic role
in America’s Civil War
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