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Twitter has own
Web link shortener
SAN FRANCISCO — Twitter
plans to start using its own
Web link shortener on addresses that users include
in tweets.
Starting this summer, Twitter will use its new “t.co” domain name to shorten links
that users post directly on
Twitter.com or through applications such as TweetDeck.
That will help the posts stay
within the service’s 140character limit. The company
is currently testing its linking
technology with some employee accounts.
Twitter used to automatically shrink links on tweets as
well — ﬁrst using TinyURL,
later using bit.ly — but the
site doesn’t currently do so.
So if you want to share a
long link with friends, you’d
have to go to TinyURL, bit.ly
or another service to shorten the link ﬁrst.
Even after Twitter implements “t.co,” users will still
be able to use link shorteners of their choosing. This
means you should still be
able to take advantage of
trafﬁc analysis and other features that come with those
services. But those shortened links will be converted
into a “t.co” address.
The effect of Twitter’s move
on existing link shorteners
is likely to be small. After
all, they are also commonly
used in e-mails, Facebook
posts and other settings.

TiVo hits setback
in patent dispute
SAN FRANCISCO — U.S.
patent ofﬁcials have ruled
against digital video recording pioneer TiVo Inc. in a
dispute over a key piece of
technology that has changed
the way millions of people
watch television.
The 32-page decision
marks another round in a
6-year-old legal dispute between TiVo and satellite TV
provider Dish Network Corp.
TiVo alleges Dish’s digital
video recorders infringe on
its “time warp” patent, which
covers the basic technology
for allowing viewers to rewind,
pause or fast-forward live TV.
A three-judge panel in federal appeals court sided with
TiVo in March, but that ruling
in now under review by the
full court.
The U.S. Patent and Trademark Ofﬁce had a different
take in its ruling ﬁled last
week. In what is supposed
to be its ﬁnal action in the
matter, the ofﬁce rejected
two of TiVo’s patent claims.
Dish had requested the ofﬁce review TiVo’s “time warp”
patent, citing obviousness
and prior art. “Prior art” refers
to evidence that an invention
is not original and doesn’t
merit a patent; the patent ofﬁce may not have been aware
of such evidence when it originally approved the patent.
The court ruling is likely to
have a bigger impact on TiVo
and Dish.
Until the appeals court
granted a broader review
of the case, Dish faced
the prospect of having to
pay $300 million in damages and could have been
forced to disable millions of
its DVRs infringing on TiVo’s
patent. TiVo, which is based
in Alviso, Calif., has said it
still expects to prevail in the
court case.
— RACHEL METZ,
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Look who’s talking

Site gets synapses firing
with fascinating speakers

A

s schools let out for summer
vacation, it’s tempting to let
your brain take a break as
well.
If, however, you’re interested in continuing to learn while the
classrooms are locked, www.ted.com
is a good place to do it.
TED, which stands for Technology,
Entertainment, Design, is a nonprofit
organization devoted to “ideas worth
spreading.” The tag line on the site is
“Riveting talks by remarkable people,
free to the world.” It’s a
collection of videos of
people from a wide
range of specialties
giving lectures on their
areas of expertise. The
lectures are recorded
at TED conferences
KEVIN
around the world.
O’NEILL
The speakers range
InSites
from celebrities known
to most people, such as
Al Gore or Bono, to individuals that
are only renowned in their field, such
as Brian Skerry, a National Geographic photographer, or Paula Scher, a
graphic designer.
The site has a very clean, polished
look to it with an innovative interface. Still images from various lectures are displayed at different sizes.
The size of each image corresponds
to the criteria you select when
searching for subjects. For instance,
if you are looking for lectures about
science and you selected “newest
releases” as your search criterion,
the newest lectures would have the
biggest pictures. If you switched
your criterion to “inspiring,” the
pictures would reshuffle with the
most inspiring lectures being displayed as the biggest images.
When you place your cursor over
an image, a window pops up with the
title, length, date posted, date recorded, synopsis, comments and a link to
the actual lecture video. You can also
opt to view the subjects as an alphabetical list of links, with the number
of lectures per subject denoted beside
each one.
Each of the categories, Technology,
Entertainment, Design, Business, Science, Global issues and All, has the

following search criteria that can be
applied to it:
■ Newest releases
■ Most languages
■ Most emailed this week
■ Most comments this week
■ Most favorite all-time
■ Rated jaw-dropping
■ Persuasive
■ Courageous
■ Ingenious
■ Fascinating
■ Inspiring
■ Beautiful
■ Funny
■ Informative
I spent a good deal of time selecting
categories and applying the different
searches just to see the images that
came up before I even watched a lecture. There are so many lectures covering so many subjects that it gets a
little overwhelming.
When I finally did select a video to
watch, “Brian Skerry Reveals Ocean’s
Glory — and Horror,” I was impressed
by the quality of the video and audio.
It loaded quickly and streamed very
smoothly. The video was sharp, and
the sound was clear and synched well
with the images.
I could easily imagine spending a
good deal of time watching the
numerous lectures you can access
from the home page, but there’s much
more to the site. There are numerous
links in the banner across the top of
the home page. The first three,
Themes, Speakers and Talks are just
different ways to navigate to the lectures. After that, the following links
take you to pages devoted to various
aspects of TED:
Translations: TEDTalks translates
lectures into foreign languages using
volunteer interpreters from around the
world. There are charts and information on the languages and translators.
TED Conferences: Lists of conferences, past and present, where lectures were recorded.
TEDx Events: This is labeled new
and gives information on how people
can organize local TED-like events.
TED Prize: This is a $100,000 prize

Ten notable speakers:

1. James Cameron: Before Avatar
... a curious boy
2. JK Rowling: The fringe benefits
of failure
3. Steve Jobs: How to live before
you die
4. Natalie Merchant sings old
poems to life
5. Jane Goodall on what separates
us from the apes
6. Al Gore on averting climate crisis
7. Frank Gehry asks “Then what?”
8. Burt Rutan sees the future of
space
9. Bono’s call to action for Africa
10. Tony Robbins asks why we do
what we do
awarded annually to someone TED
determines to be exceptional. It also
comes with “One Wish to Change the
World.” I don’t know who finances the
prize, or for that matter, who grants
the wish. Current and past winners
are featured with links to learn about
and help with their wishes, and to
watch their lectures.
TED Fellows: This is a program that
brings together interested parties
from the various disciplines (technology, entertainment, design, the sciences, the humanities, the arts, NGOs,
business) to try to make the world a
better place.
TED Community: There are profiles
of members of the TED community
on this part of the site.
About TED: Obviously, this is an
overview of TED.
TED Blog: Videos and comments are
posted here.
TED is a site I would recommend to
anyone interested in learning more
about the world we live in. I didn’t
watch enough videos yet to detect any
political agenda that the site might be
harboring, although my first impression is that it leans a little to the left.
However, the range of subjects and
speakers would seem to defy any
attempt to label it either liberal or
conservative. I think it’s just a lot of
very bright people sharing a lot of
valuable information.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.
CHARLIE’S, 821 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Akoostic.
CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Jeffery James Band; Wednesday, DJ Mongo.
COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE,
701 N. Washington Ave.:
today, Lo Fives Duo; Sunday,
Last Call.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS: Cove Haven Resort:
today, The Byrd Pressley Band;
Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise
Stream Resort: today, Wildfire;
Sunday, The Byrd Pressley
Band; Pocono Palace Resort:
today, Group Du Jour.
G’S WOOD GRILL, 1829 Bundy
St.: Thursdays, Tony Costa Trio.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-Scranton East, 200
Tigue St., Dunmore: Saturday, The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
The Let Go.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO
RESORT, Mount Pocono: The
Cabana Bar: today and Sunday, Jimmy C Beach Party and
Reggae Plus; Gypsies Nightclub and Lounge: today, DJ
Mike Mittman; Red’s Bar:
today and Sunday, Bud Noble.
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Absolution, Drop
Veil and One Red X.
POOR RICHARD’S, 125 Beech
St.: Saturdays, DJ Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
TOMAINO’S LOUNGE, Archbald: today, DJ Dance Party.
VFW POST 4909, Dupont:
Sunday, Tony’s Polka Band.
WEGGY’S BAR AND GRILL,
439 E. Drinker St., Dunmore:
today, Julia and John; Wednesday, Dashboard Mary Duo.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit: today, Wannabees; Sunday, Jammin with Mike.
WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with
DJ Tony Piazza; today, BLISS.

MUSIC
SUGARLAND WITH LUKE BRYAN AND DANNY GOKEY: today,
Toyota Pavilion at Montage
Mountain, $17.25-$54.50.
DANCE NIGHT: featuring Joe
Stanky and The Cadets and
Reflection, today, 7 to 11 p.m.,
St. John’s Center, 703 Hill St.,
Mayfield, $10. 876-3423 or
479-1244.
SPRING VARIETY SHOW: featuring MPB Community Players, today, 7 p.m., Holy Family
Academy, Hazleton, benefits
Hazleton Chapter of the American Red Cross.
SUMMER CONCERTS: On Our
Way, Sunday, 7 p.m.; Sparks
Gospel Singers, June 27, 7
p.m., Shepherd’s Grove Pavilion, East Benton Methodist
Church, free-will offering
accepted. 563-1873.
VALERIE SMITH: Sunday,
12:30 p.m., Hawley United
Methodist Church, free-will
offering accepted.
NAY AUG PARK CONCERT
SERIES: Jim Buckley Jazz
Quintet and Ron Leas Big
Band, Sunday; Fortunes, June
20, 1 p.m.; Hyde Park, June
27; Ringgold Pops Orchestra,
July 4, 10:30 a.m.; Jim Welch
Dixieland Band, July 4; Bill
Arnold Band, July 11; Gene
Dempsey Orchestra, July 18;
Se A Cabo, July 25; Joe Stanky
and The Cadets, Aug. 1, concerts begin at 2 p.m. unless
otherwise noted, Nay Aug Park
Bandstand.
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