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Dad ties
another
one on

ATT ends data
limits for DSL
NEW YORK — AT&T Inc. recently imposed limits on the
data consumption of its customers with smart phones,
but it has ended a test of
such limits for home Internet
connections.
The phone company conﬁrmed this week that it is no
longer holding DSL subscribers in Reno, Nev., and Beaumont, Texas, to data consumption limits and charging
them extra if they go over.
With AT&T’s retreat, no major Internet service provider
is championing the idea of
charging subscribers for their
data usage. Time Warner Cable Inc. was a major proponent of the idea and also conducted a trial in Beaumont,
but backed away last summer after its plan to expand
metered billing to other cities
met ﬁerce resistance from
consumers and legislators.
AT&T’s trial started in November 2008 in Reno, and
was later extended to Beaumont. It ended on April 1.
At the start of the test, Dallas-based AT&T limited trafﬁc
to 20 gigabytes per month for
users of its slowest DSL service. The limit increased with
the speed of the plan, up to
150 gigabytes per month.
Those who exceeded the limit paid $1 per gigabyte.
In practice, e-mail and Web
use didn’t take subscribers
close to the limits, but online video services, videoconferencing and game downloads could. AT&T and Time
Warner Cable said the caps
were a way to curb “bandwidth hogs” — subscribers
who consume an inordinate
amount of data, slowing
down service for other subscribers. Time Warner Cable
set much lower initial limits
than AT&T in its trial, starting
at 5 gigabytes per month.
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great, Father’s Day suggestions
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S

ince Father’s Day is by far the
most important holiday, it seemed
appropriate to write about a website devoted to it this week. Even
though I didn’t have a specific site
in mind, I figured there are numerous sites
dedicated to the subject of dads, and it
wouldn’t be too hard to find a good one.
After reviewing many, many sites I’ve
come to the conclusion that the site I was
looking for isn’t out there. I’m not sure what
I was expecting, I had just a
vague notion of a very original site with poignant stories, clever ideas and maybe
some interesting historical
anecdotes. Maybe I was
expecting too much.
KEVIN
To be fair, there are lots of
O’NEILL
sites devoted to Father’s Day,
and some of them are
InSites
decent. A lot of them seem
to be closely linked with companies that sell
watches, golf clubs, electronics, tools and,
of course, ties.
Retailers seem determined to make every
holiday a big, gift-giving affair. In fact, in
the History section of www.fathersday.
org, the site credits retailers with gaining
the public’s acceptance of the holiday. In
the 1930s, the Associated Men’s Wear Retailers group formed the National Father’s Day
Committee and the National Council for
the Promotion of Father’s Day. It took 50
years before their efforts paid off at the
cash register, as it wasn’t until the 1980s
that the holiday started to generate significant revenue.
Many of the sites give the history of the
holiday, though the details vary slightly
from site to site:
In 1909 Sonora Dodd asked her minister in Spokane, Washington, to give a
sermon honoring fathers after listening to his Mother’s Day sermon. Her

Five Father’s Day sites
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CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.
BURNS PARKER HOUSE CAFE,
12 E. Parker St.: today, Marilyn
Kennedy.
CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn, Route
6, Dickson City: today, Hostel

www.fathersday.org: A slickly designed
site with links to some high-end retailers.
There are lists of sales and coupons for
some of the vendors. There’s a history
section, an activities section and a section with some touching stories of special
Father’s Days
www.theholidayspot.com/fathersday/: This site, adorned with stock
photos of loving fathers, has tons of
links to all things Father’s Day related.
Besides gifts, activities and history,
there’s a lot of downloadable content
such as cards, poems, clip art, wallpaper, recipes and quotes.
www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/
fathersday/: This site is not very
engaging visually, but it has a lot of
easy-to-make projects for younger kids.
fathersday-2010.com/: A fairly polished site with a mix of direct links to
retailers and activities, recipes, history,
crafts, etc.
www.fathersdaycelebration.com/: This
site has a lot of the same type of content as the other sites, but with a more
global orientation. It’s fun to read
because it’s obviously been translated
into English from some other language
with humorous results. For example:
“If your dad is hep and love to carry a
style statement a wonderful idea would
be to gift him a pair of cool sunglasses.
He might be possessing some already
but he would welcome another one with
a warm smile.”

Authority; Wednesday, DJ Mongo.
COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE,
701 N. Washington Ave.: today,
Wally and the Paupacks; Sunday, Wannabees.
COVE HAVEN RESORTS: Cove
haven Resorts: today, The
Byrd Pressley Band; Sunday,
Somethin’ Else; Paradise
Stream Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Palace
Resort: today, Wildfire.
G’S WOOD GRILL, 1829 Bundy
St.: Thursdays, Tony Costa Trio.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday InnScranton East, 200 Tigue St.,
Dunmore: Saturday, The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
McNothing.
MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Breathing Easy.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,

father was a Civil War veteran whose
wife died while giving birth to their
sixth child. He raised the children,
including the surviving newborn, as
a single dad. The minister agreed,
but couldn’t prepare a sermon in
time for her father’s birthday, which
was June 5, so he gave it on June
19th. The idea slowly spread around
the nation and the world. In 1966
President L yndon Johnson
announced that the third Sunday
in June would be Father’s Day. In
1972 President Nixon authorized it
as an official American holiday. At
least 52 countries celebrate the holiday, most of them in the months
of May or June.
A lot of the sites have suggestions
of “original” ideas on how to spend
the day that are very similar:
■ Take Dad to a ballgame
■ Take Dad golfing
■ Take Dad on a picnic
■ Take Dad out for ice cream
■ Take Dad out for dinner
■ Have a cookout with Dad
■ Make Dad breakfast in bed
Of course there’s nothing wrong
with any of these suggestions, I
would enjoy them all, but some of
the sites hype them as if it’s the
first time anyone has ever thought
of them.
I noticed a similar trend on
the sites when it comes to gift
ideas. The gifts are divided into
two broad categories: links to
online retailers where you can
buy stereotypical “Dad” gifts,
and suggestions for handmade
gifts such as cards, picture
frames, art projects, poems or
letters telling him why he’s special. For those who aren’t too
crafty, some sites offer virtual
cards that can be e-mailed to
Dad, or downloadable cards
and pictures that can be printed and presented to Dad.
Again, there’s nothing
wrong with any of these suggestions, they’re just not as
original as the sites seem to
think they are. As a father
myself, I tend to treasure the
handmade gifts from my kids
more than anything they
might buy.
Another common idea on
the sites is for kids to do
things they should be doing
anyway:
■ Wash the car
■ Cut the grass
■ Milk the cows
■ Take out the garbage
■ Do chores without being told

— PETER SVENSSON,
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Flock browser gets
faster, friendlier

I don’t want to be too hard on the
Father’s Day sites I visited. They all
offered good suggestions on gifts and
activities that most families could enjoy
without spending a lot of money. I guess I
just expected more for the most important
holiday of the year.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for The
Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links to your
favorite websites.
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mit: today, J-2; Sunday, Jammin with Mike.
WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays and
Sundays, karaoke with DJ Tony
Piazza; today, Grace’s Downfall.

INDEPENDENCE DAY FIREWORKS: July 4, 9:15 p.m.; rain
date, July 5, Lake Wallenpaupack.
15TH ANNUAL FAMILY DAY
CELEBRATION: featuring live
entertainment and vendors,
July 5, begins 7 p.m.; fireworks at 9:30 p.m., Veterans
Memorial Stadium, Jessup.

Mount Pocono: The Cabana
Bar: today and Sunday, The
Banjo Rascals and The Hometown Boyz; Gypsies Nightclub
and Lounge: today, DJ Mike
Mittman; Red’s Bar: today and
Sunday, Bud Noble.
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Joker.
POOR RICHARD’S, 125 Beech
St.: Saturdays, DJ Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
VFW POST 4909, Dupont: Sunday, Polka Sunday.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-

FIREWORKS
ROTARY CLUB OF THE ABINGTONS ANNUAL FIREWORKS
CELEBRATION: July 2, begins
at dusk; rain date, July 3, Abington Heights Middle School.
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION: July 3, 5:30 p.m., featuring music and children’s games;
fireworks at dusk; rain date, July
6, Honesdale Central Park,
TUNKHANNOCK ROTARY
CLUB’S FIREWORKS SHOW:
July 3, Tunkhannock Area High
School Memorial Field.
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SAN FRANCISCO — Flock, a
Web browser focused on the
online social scene, is trying
to make it quicker and easier
to keep tabs on your friends
and family.
This week’s upgrade is built
on the same open-source
coding that Google Inc. developed for its Chrome browser,
which has attracted millions
of users since its 2008 introduction largely because of
its speedy Web navigation.
Google also is becoming the
default search engine within
Flock’s browser.
Flock previously had been
relying on the same platform
as the Mozilla Foundation’s
Firefox, the second most
used browser behind Microsoft Corp.’s long dominant Internet Explorer.
About 17 million people
have downloaded the earlier
versions of Flock during its
ﬁve-year history, putting it
far behind Explorer, Firefox,
Chrome, Safari and Opera.
Flock CEO Shawn Hardin is
hoping the upgrade will propel the browser to 70 million
downloads within the next
year or so.
Besides loading websites
more quickly, Flock’s upgrade
includes new tools that will
enable users to reel in their
online social circles and content feeds without having to
hopscotch from one site to
the next.
— MICHAEL LIEDTKE,
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MUSIC
CLASSIC VOICES: today, 7 p.m.,
St. James-St. George Episcopal
Church, 398 Washington Ave.,
Jermyn, donations accepted.
MINI KISS: today, 9 p.m., Gypsies Nightclub and Lounge,
Mount Airy Casino Resort,
Mount Pocono, $20.
JUNE MUSIC SERIES: Organist
Nancy Post, Sunday, 10 a.m.;
Clarinetist and Vocalist

Rebecca Santoro-Heitzel,
June 27, 10 a.m., Providence
United Presbyterian Church,
1145 Providence Road.
NAY AUG PARK CONCERT
SERIES: Fortunes, Sunday, 1
p.m.; Hyde Park, June 27; Ringgold Pops Orchestra, July 4,
10:30 a.m.; Jim Welch Dixieland
Band, July 4; Bill Arnold Band,
July 11; Gene Dempsey Orchestra, July 18; Se A Cabo, July 25;
Joe Stanky and The Cadets, Aug.
1; Music Festival featuring West
3rd Street and others, Aug. 8, 2
to 8 p.m.; Fran Burne Quintet,
Aug. 15; Mark Montella Quartet,
Aug. 22; Doug Smith’s Dixieland
All-Stars, Aug. 29; concerts
begin at 2 p.m. unless otherwise
noted, Nay Aug Park Bandstand.
Please see PLACES Page C2

