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P
ut 234 Roman candles on the cake
tomorrow because it’s America’s
birthday again. There will be
bombs bursting in the air, burg-
ers burning on the grill and bev-

erages being downed all around.
Friends and family will gather with
flags flying all over the country to cele-
brate. For many of us it’s the highlight
of the summer, if not the year.

Of course, there’s more to the holi-
day than a long weekend of fun in the
sun. Most Americans are familiar with

the story of the sum-
mer of 1776, when the
Continental Congress
met in Philadelphia to
decide if the American
colonies should chal-
lenge one of the great-
est powers on Earth in
a bid for independence.
It was an audacious
move, fraught with

risk, but somehow, against overwhelm-
ing odds, the country won it’s freedom.

If you want to learn more about the
events leading up to the American
experiment, and the pivotal players
involved, visit Founding.com. The
Web site is an impressive assemblage
of historical documents, biographies,
events, writings and analysis. It’s a
project of the Claremont Institute,
which has a self-proclaimed conserva-
tive tilt, and much of the historical
analysis on the site reflects this. How-
ever, it is not a rabid, far-right distor-
tion of history.

Politics aside, most of the informa-
tion, such as the text of the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution,
writings and quotes of Founding
Fathers, or timelines of events leading
up to the revolution, are presented
straight from the historical record.

If you click on a link to the Declara-
tion of Independence it will take you
to a page with additional links:
■ The full text of the document

■ An explanation of the founding

principles of the authors

■ A historical context section that

explains the reasons for specific

sections of the Declaration

■ A glossary to explain terminology

The Constitution link takes you to
the full text of the Constitution and
all of the amendments. Unfortunate-
ly, it doesn’t have the supplemental
explanations like the Declaration sec-

tion does. They would be helpful, but
even without them, the document is
written with such clarity and brevity
that it’s easier to read than any credit
card contract I’ve ever received. I
guess that just proves the genius of
the Founding Fathers, they could
write the instruction manual for the
greatest nation on Earth with less
ink than it takes VISA to spell out the
terms of my charge card.

There is a section labeled “Found-
ers’ Library” that has half a dozen
subsections:
■ American Political Figures

■ Court Decisions

■ Founders’ Writings

■ Government Documents

■ Philosophical Sources of the

Founding

■ Preachers’ Pen

There is a timeline on the site that
details the major events leading up to
the Revolutionary War, the Declaration
of Independence and the U.S. Constitu-
tion. The descriptions of the events are
well written and laced with familiar
names from grade-school history, such
as, George Washington, Paul Revere,
cousins John and Sam Adams, Thom-
as Jefferson and many more. There are
short biographies of the major figures
mentionedinthetimeline.Thedescrip-
tion of Patrick Henry delivering his
famous “give me liberty or give me
death” speech is sure to get any patri-
ot’s heart pounding.

The “Alphabets of Freedom” sec-
tion has essays and definitions relat-
ed to economic and political freedom.
There’s also a subsection called “The
Founders’ Tea Party” that has links
to resources that can be downloaded
for free or purchased. Finally, there’s
a “Resources” section with more links
to related subject matter.

Thesiteiswellwrittenanddesigned,
and technically sound. The history is a
little antiseptic, lacking some of the
more interesting details about the
Founders that humanize them. You
won’t learn about Jefferson’s indescre-
tions with his slaves, or Franklin’s
womanizing, but it’s a good resource
for school-age kids who want to learn
more about the history of our nation.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Website provides historical context for Independence Day

Fireworks
■ HONESDALE CENTRAL PARK:

today, 5:30 p.m., featuring

music and children’s games;

fireworks at dusk; rain date,

July 6.

■ TUNKHANNOCK ROTARY CLUB:

today, Tunkhannock Area High

School Memorial Field.

■ MINISINK LIONS OF NORTH

POCONO: today, 6 p.m., North

Pocono High School Football

Stadium, Moscow. Rain date

Sunday.

■ NEWTON LAKE: today, Green-

field Twp. Rain date Monday.

■ SCRANTON-WILKES-BARRE

YANKEES GAME FIREWORKS:

today, following the game,

which starts at 7:05 p.m.,

PNC Field, Moosic.

■ MOUNT AIRY CASINO: today,

9:30 p.m., Mount Pocono.

■ LAKE WALLENPAUPACK: Sun-

day, 9:15 p.m.; rain date, July 5.

■ FREE CONCERT AND FIRE-

WORKS: NEPA Philharmonic,

Sunday, begins 7:30 p.m., Kir-

by Park, Wilkes-Barre.

■ 15TH ANNUAL FAMILY DAY:

featuring live entertainment

and vendors, Monday, begins

7 p.m.; fireworks at 9:30

p.m., Veterans Memorial Sta-

dium, Jessup.

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

BURNS PARKER HOUSE

CAFE, 12 E. Parker St.:
today, Marilyn Kennedy.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Comedy Show; Monday, Mari-
lyn Kennedy.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS: Cove Haven
Resorts: today, Brad Lowry,
Wildfire; Sunday, Wildfire; Para-
dise Stream Resort: today,
Rich Ramirez and Group Du
Jour; Sunday, The Byrd Press-
ley Band; Pocono Palace
Resort: today, R.C. Smith, The
Byrd Pressley Band.

EHRHARDT’S WATERFRONT

RESORT, Hawley: today, Len-
nie James.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
DJ Kid Karisma; Tuesday,
Open Mic with Chris Langan.

POOR RICHARD’S, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK

HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casi-
no, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays and
Saturdays, Jim Waltich Jazz
Trio featuring Erin Malloy.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

WEGGY’S BAR AND GRILL,

439 Drinker St., Dunmore:
today, Dashboard Mary.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Captain Morgan
Promo with Eddie K.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,

Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with
DJ Tony Piazza

MUSIC
THE LADY GAGA SHOW FEA-

TURING CARLA SACCO:

today, 10 and 11:30 p.m.,
Gypsies Nightclub and
Lounge, Mount Airy Casino
Resort, Mount Pocono, $20.

CRYSTAL BAND OF SCRANTON

CONCERTS: today, 8 p.m.,
Honesdale Central Park; July
21, 7 p.m., Petersburg Cor-

ners, Scranton; July 29, 6
p.m., St. Mary’s Church of the

Immaculate Conception

Bazaar,Wilkes-Barre.

JULY MUSIC SERIES: oboist

William Weber and clarinet-

ist Kathy Fallon, Sunday;
vocalist Bill Baldauff, July
11; flutist Carolyn Culley,

July 18; harpist Deidre

White, July 25, concerts
begin 10 a.m., Providence
United Presbyterian Church,
1145 Providence Road.

NAY AUG PARK CONCERT

SERIES: Ringgold Pops

Orchestra, Sunday, 10:30
a.m.; Jim Welch Dixieland

Band, Sunday; Bill Arnold

Band, July 11; Gene Dempsey

Orchestra, July 18; Se A

Cabo, July 25; Joe Stanky

and The Cadets, Aug. 1;
Music Festival featuring West

3rd Street and others, Aug. 8,
2 to 8 p.m.; Fran Burne Quin-

tet, Aug. 15; Mark Montella

Quartet, Aug. 22; Doug

Smith’s Dixieland All-Stars,

Aug. 29; concerts begin at 2
p.m. unless otherwise noted,
Nay Aug Park Bandstand.

POCONO MOUNTAIN BIBLE

CONFERENCE: The Drama of

Jim Hughes, Sunday; Choose

This Day Band, July 11; Mer-

ritt Youth-Evangelism Team,

July 18; The Rev. James Sien-

kiwicz, July 25; guitarist Chris-

topher Ames, Aug. 1; guitarist

Deron Whitmer, Aug. 8; The

Music of Witness, Aug. 15,
6:30 to 8 p.m., 191 Clifton
Beach Road, Clifton.
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Let staff
at casinos
be guides
Editor’s note: With the arrival
of table games planned for
July 13 at local casinos, The
Times-Tribune will run this
weekly column on gambling
every Saturday on the cover
of Lifestyles.

Dear Mark: Maybe it’s a
frivolous question you have
already answered, but which
quarter slot machines typical-
ly offer the highest returns?

— Ron G.

No problem
h e r e, Ro n ,
a b o u t y o u
being fussy
o v e r s u c h
details. For all
I know “Per-
snickety” is
your middle
name.

Where you will find quar-
ter slot machines that have
the highest payback is at casi-
nos that advertise a guaran-
teed return of 98-99 percent
r e t u r n o n “ s e l e c t e d
machines.”

Granted, Ron, “selected
machines” can be few and far
between on the casino floor,
and these high payback slots
are usually only found where
the casino competition is fer-
vent. When you do find a casi-
no advertising liberal pay-
backs, you’ll then need to ask
someone in slot personnel
which machines those are.

Oh, and just in caseyou find
somegenerous machines with
decent paybacks, the higher
payout rate only applies if you
don’t continue to bet your win-
ning credits. Unfortunately,
that’s not the way most people
play. They recycle (churn)
their money back through the
machines. Casino operators
have long realized the advan-
tage they have between an
advertised payout and the
coinage they eventually reap
by comparing credits won ver-
sus credits paid out.

When credits won are gen-
erally replayed, and replayed
and replayed again, this
results mathematically in a
much greater chance of even-
tually lowering that liberal
payback considerably. Sure,
the casino may advertise a 98
percent return, but after the
churn takes place, you’ll gen-
erally go home lighter in the
wallet.

Other slots to look for when
you can’t find machines that
advertise such-n-such pay-
backs are those that do not
offer bonus rounds, brand-
name affiliations and progres-
sive jackpots. For example,
Red White and Blue and Dou-
ble Diamonds are examples of
stand-alone machines that
would fall into this group.

MARK PILARSKI, an 18-year
veteran of the gaming industry
with stints in Lake Tahoe and
Reno casinos, writes a weekly
column on gaming. Contact him
with questions by e-mail:
pilarski@markpilarski.com

MARK

PILARSKI

Deal Me In

Gambling wisdom
of the week
“Poker pros should be a lit-

tle less contemptuous of

the amateur players, who

they like to refer to as ‘fish,’

or ‘donkeys.’ Most of these

so-called ‘fish’ and ‘donkeys’

probably hold down respect-

able jobs that contribute to

society, unlike what the pros

do for a living.”

— VP PAPPY

Thomas Jefferson
made a Freudian slip

Library of Congress officials say
Thomas Jefferson made a Freudian
slip while penning a rough draft of
the Declaration of Independence.

In an early draft of the document,
which is kept under lock and key in
one of the Library’s vaults, Jeffer-
son referred to the American popu-
lation as “subjects,” then replaced
it with the word “citizens,” a term
he used frequently throughout the
final draft.

A copy of the rough draft of the
Declaration can be viewed online
at www.myLOC.gov.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Specializing in Lake Ariel, Lake Wallenpaupack,
Hamlin, Mt.Cobb, Moscow, The Hideout, Lakeville,

and Surrounding Areas

BEST 1200 Hamlin Hwy, Rt. 590 Lake Ariel, PA 18436
(570) 698-7299 or (800) 577-5005
www.lakeregionsbestonline.com

See our Virtual Tours
E-mail: remaxbestinfo@yahoo.com

Moscow
No need to build, it has all been done for you!
Like new, 3 bedroom, 3 bath ranch nestled on
over 2 acres. Appreciate all the beauty of
nature. Formal dining room, plus glass filled
morning room so you feel like you are dining
outside. Side maintenance free deck,
Woodstove in basement, A must see at
$199,999
13 Month Home Warranty Program

Each office independently owned
and operated

Daleville
Updated 4 bedroom home with an additional
rental home plus a huge 4 car detached
garage, located on a 2.25 acre lot with
commercial potential. This home features
modern oak kitchen, deck, and enclosed
porch. Located near shopping and interstate.
Furniture negotiable

$229,900

Moscow
Oversized corner property with detached 2 car
garage with work station and wood stove pipe.
Large rooms throughout entire home, full
unfinished attic for future expansion.
Hardwood flooring throughout and stone
accents on covered front porch and fireplace.
Oil heat, shed and rear entry mudroom. Come
take a look for only
$193,000

Lake Ariel Lakefront
GORGEOUS Year Round Victorian , Powerboating
Lakefront Home on prestigious and private LAKE
ARIEL! 5 years young, this custom built home is in
pristine condition, features 4-5 bedrooms, 3 baths,
open floor plan, 10’ ceilings, hardwood and tile,
custom kitchen, 650 square foot wrap around porch
overlooking the lake, master bedroom w/ turret and
private outdoor balcony! This home is a masterpiece!
$1,100,000

North Pocono School District/
Jefferson Township
Room For Everyone...This VERY spacious 4 Bedroom/2.5
Bath home has been brought back to it’s original beauty
with updates galore. Located on a level acre lot, featuring 2
screened in porches, remodeled kitchen, original woodwork
with built-ins, high ceilings, cherry floors, oversized rooms
including family room, separate dining, possible 5th
bedroom, 1 car garage, oil heat, truly a must see!
$239,900
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