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In unison,
yell ‘Monkey,
Monkey’
Dear Mark: Why do they
shout “Monkey Monkey” on
a baccarat game? What do
monkeys have to do with baccarat?
Jon T.
The first time that I ever
dealt mini-baccarat, Jon, I
had a couple Asian players
on the game that kept yelling
“Monkey, Monkey.” I thought
they were
making fun of
me being a
newbie dealing the game,
which I was
OK with,
MARK
because they
PILARSKI
at least knew
Deal Me In
that Tipping
was not a suburb of Shanghai. Fast-forward a few shifts and I did
learn that Monkey Monkey
is the nickname for baccarat’s picture cards.
Supposedly the original
word was Monarchy, referring to the face cards (kings,
queens and knaves), but
“Monarchy” was diluted,
degraded, and dropped out of
fashion, eventually moldering into “Monkey.”
An example of when you
might hear the “monkey” holler is when the Bank and the
Player are tied 0-0, giving each
“baccarat.” Say the majority
of action is on the Player
hand, which draws first, and
is dealt a five. At the moment
the Bank hand is drawing, the
bettors would shout, “Monkey,
Monkey,” hoping the Bank
hand will hit a face card or
10, giving the hand a score of
0, which makes the Player
hand the winner.
Dear Mark: Was there a
chance to bet on the final outcome of that historic tennis
match at Wimbledon on day
three?
Marty D.
Outside of hoping to see a
woman win the Indy 500, I
thought I had pretty much
seen all I want to see when it
comes to sports records.
Then last week a friend in
Lucerne, Switzerland, emails me asking, “are you
watching this?” No, but why
miss a “where were you
when?” moment.
Please see DEAL Page C3

Slots wagers
and payouts
Week of June 21-27
Mohegan Sun
Wagers: $57,625,174
Payouts: $52,169,724
Average taxable win/slot/
day: $296.32
Promotional plays:
$933,617
State tax: $1,537,423
Active slot machines: 2,180
Mount Airy
Wagers: $40,303,940
Payouts:$36,843,239
Average taxable win/slot/
day: $146.78
Promotional plays:
$977,983
State tax: $844,123
Active slot machines: 2,416
Sands Bethlehem
Wagers: $75,444,365
Payouts: $68,580,700
Average taxable win/slot/
day: $237.90
Promotional plays:
$1,813,332
State tax: $1,717,112
Active slot machines: 3,033
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How to help
There are numerous government
agencies and nongovernment
organizations working to respond
to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill
in the Gulf of Mexico:
■ Deepwater Horizon Response:
www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.
com/go/page/2931/46359/

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.
CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY
TIKI BAR, 821 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, John
Quinn.
CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn, Route

When it comes to accessing the Web over mobile devices, Americans are far behind their Internet-connected
counterparts in Japan, South
Korea and parts of Europe.
“We are a third-world country where mobile is concerned. The rest of the world
is using mobile phones underground, to pay for a parking space blocks away, to
buy a Coke from a vending
machine,” said Jeffrey Cole,
director of the Center for Digital Future at the University
of Southern California. “We
in America are still having
trouble getting our phones to
(make calls).”
But this is slowly changing.
The latest survey from the
Center for the Digital Future,
conducted last year, found
that 25 percent of U.S. Internet users went online using their cell phones. That is
up from 16 percent in 2008
and 5 percent in 2002.
On average, people who
go online using their cell
phones did so for about 2.5
hours a week in 2009, up
from 1.7 hours a year earlier.
For most, this means getting
small spurts of information,
such as getting directions or
checking who won a sports
game, Cole said.
A separate study, from the
Pew Internet & American Life
Project, backs those ﬁndings. It found that 40 percent of U.S. adults used a
mobile device to surf the
Web, send e-mail or participate in instant messaging.
Those ﬁgures from May are
up from 32 percent in 2009.
And more people reported
taking photos, playing games
and listening to music on
their mobile devices compared with a year earlier, the
Pew survey found.
USC’s telephone survey of
1,981 Americans over 12
and has a margin of error of
plus or minus 2.2 percentage points. Pew’s survey
of 2,252 U.S. adults has a
margin of error of plus or minus 2.4 percentage points.

tions” section. The last question, “Is
the oil really hurting anything?”
has a link that takes you to some
truly disturbing images of sea
birds struggling in the viscous
goop.
In the “What Can You Do?” section there are several options listed with
links for people who want to do something
to help:
■ Contact your congressional representatives to share your thoughts
■ Submit your ideas for technology
solutions for the spill and cleanup
■ Volunteer to help in cleanup
efforts on land or sea
■ Donate to organizations
that are working on different aspects of the disaster
The site falls somewhere between a professional and an amatuer
effort as far as the
look and content
go. The writing
doesn’t meet journalistic standards
for objectivity
because it’s infused
with emotion and outrage. The information,
however, appears to be well
sourced and accurate. The navigation
is simple and functions well. The layout
and typography are straightforward but
won’t win any design awards. There are
even a few ads on the site.
Overall, I think the site accomplishes
its mission. The combination of the
map, the video of the continuouslly gushing oil and the rapidly advancing numbers
on the meter drive home the seriousness
of the spill. In fact, spill no longer feels
like an adequate word to describe
what’s happening. Eruption seems
more appropriate.

Anonymity on Web
beginning to end
Activision Blizzard Inc.’s
move to require people to
use their real names if they
want to post messages in
online forums for games is
the latest sign that online
anonymity is falling out of favor with many companies.
The upcoming change has
upset many gamers who
prize anonymity and don’t
necessarily want their gamer
personas associated with
their real identities.
Blizzard, the maker of “World
of Warcraft,” said Tuesday that
the new rule will go into effect
later this month.
Blizzard hopes that making
people use their real names
will cut down on nasty behavior in the forums and create
a more positive environment.
Facebook, the world’s most
popular online social network, asks users to sign
up with their real names. A
growing number of blogs and
news sites are also abandoning anonymity. The Buffalo News said last month
it will start requiring commenters on its website to
give their real names and
the towns they live in, just
as they would do in a printed
letter to the editor.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

■ To contact your U.S. representative: writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
■ U.S. Senator Robert P. Casey
Jr.: casey.senate.gov/contact/
■ U.S. Senator Arlen Specter:
http://specter.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm?FuseAction=
Contact.ContactForm
KEVIN O’NEILL / STAFF ARTIST
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6, Dickson City: Monday, Last
Call; Wednesday, karaoke with
DJ Mongo.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS: Cove Haven Resorts:
today, Oh What a Night! Frankie
Valli Tribute; Sunday, Somethin’
Else; Paradise Stream Resort:
today, Group Du Jour; Sunday,
The Byrd Pressley Band; Pocono
Palace Resort: today, Wildfire.
G’S WOOD GRILL, 1829 Bundy
St.: Thursdays, Tony Costa Trio.
JJ BRIDGES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Crimson Tears.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: today, The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, Jimmy Buffett Night with DJ Jamie
Callen.
MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Smith.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,
Mount Pocono: The Cabana Bar:
today and Sunday, Hometown
Boyz; Red’s Bar: today, Bud
Noble; Sunday, Roy Ramos.
THE NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: Saturday, Cranky Bitch.
POOR RICHARD’S, 125 Beech
St.: Saturdays, DJ Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, WilkesBarre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio featuring
Erin Malloy.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, Lackawanna
Avenue, Olyphant: today,
Nowhere Slow.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Antosh and Joey.
WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with DJ
Tony Piazza.

MUSIC
BRIGGS FARM BLUES FESTIVAL:
today, Briggs Farm, Nescopeck.
www.briggsfarm.com.
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES:
today: The Gene Dempsey
Orchestra, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.;
The Poets, 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.;
July 17: The Doug Smith 16 Piece
Big Band, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.;
Take 5, 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.; July
24: The Upper Valley Wind
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U.S. mobile Web use
growing, but still low

Website showcases tragic impact
of BP oil spill in Gulf of Mexico

he summer of 2010
will probably be remembered
as the “summer of the spill.” Or
maybe 2010 will be remembered as
the “year of the spill.” Let’s hope it
doesn’t become the “decade of the spill.”
As bad news continues to flow from the
Gulf of Mexico almost as fast as the oil from
the blown BP well, it’s hard for those of us
who haven’t been there to grasp the enormity of the disaster. A website created by Andy
Lintner, www.ifitwasmyhome.com, attempts
to bring the spill into your own backyard.
The main feature of the site is a Google
map with a shaded outline depicting the
range of the spill. The size
and shape of the spill are
updated regularly to reflect
its daily growth. The site uses
data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration to plot the
KEVIN
range of the spill’s impact.
O’NEILL
You can type your hometown
InSites
into a box, and with the click
of a button, the spill is superimposed over your location.
When I typed in Scranton, the spill covered the entire top third of Pennsylvania,
extending into Lake Erie on it’s western
edge, above Syracuse, N.Y. to the north, and
almost halfway across Massachusetts to the
east. I entered Washington, D.C., and the
spill stretched across parts of seven states:
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey.
There is also a link on the site to the live,
underwater video feed of the spill provided
by BP that shows the now familiar orange
cloud billowing from the broken pipe.
There’s a meter on the site that tracks the
estimated number of gallons spewing into
the sea. Watching the numbers rolling endlessly upward on the meter is quite sobering.
The meter is courtesy of PBS “NewsHour,”
which gives an explanation of how the estimate is calculated on its website.
There are links to stories covering different aspects of the spill, such as the politics,
technology and human costs. There’s a brief
description of the spill with links to other
serious incidents involving BP.
There’s also a “Frequently Asked Ques-
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SERIES: Tom Heinze and MaryEnsemble, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.;
wood Wind Band, Sunday; Tom
The Bog Swing Band, 8:30 to
Heinze and Marywood Jazz
10:30 p.m.; July 31: John Stanky
Ensemble, July 18; Tom Heinze
and the Coalminers, 5:30 to 7:30
and Marywood Wind Band, July
p.m.; Mojomo, 8:30 to 10:30
25, concerts begin 7:30 p.m.,
p.m., Courthouse Square.
Memorial Commons, Marywood
LUMBER RIVER GOSPEL QUARUniversity.
TET: today, 7 p.m., Finch Hill
NAY AUG PARK CONCERT
Baptist Church, Greenfield Twp.,
SERIES: Bill Arnold Band, Sunofferings accepted. 282-7062.
day; Gene Dempsey Orchestra,
WILDFLOWER CONCERT: featurJuly 18; Se A Cabo, July 25; Joe
ing violinist Max Zorin, today, 6
Stanky and The Cadets, Aug. 1;
p.m., Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife
Music Festival featuring West
Sanctuary, White Mills.
3rd Street and others, Aug. 8, 2
BOBBY VINTON: today, 6 and 9
to 8 p.m.; Fran Burne Quintet,
p.m., Gypsies Nightclub and
Aug. 15; Mark Montella Quartet,
Lounge, Mount Airy Casino
Aug. 22; Doug Smith’s Dixieland
Resort, Mount Pocono,
All-Stars, Aug. 29; concerts
$35/$50.
begin at 2 p.m. unless otherwise
YOUNG GEEZERS: Sunday, 3 p.m.,
noted, Nay Aug Park Bandstand.
Lacawac Sanctuary. $5/$8. 6899494.
FREE SUMMER CONCERT
Please see PLACES Page C3

