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Ask before
joining a
poker game
Dear Mark: I sat down at
a Caribbean Stud Poker game
last week here in Canada. At
the table was one other player, and the dealer was ready
to deal. I bought in and placed
a $10 bet and the $1 bonus bet.
I received four threes and a
king. The dealer qualified,
and I was paid $400 for the
four-of-a-kind and $500 for the
bonus. T he
other player
was quite
upset because
he said it
would have
been his hand
MARK
had I not sat
PILARSKI
down, and felt
he was entiDeal Me In
tled to some
of the money. Ended up to be
quite a scene, so I gave him
$50, tipped the dealer $25 and
left.
What is the protocol in this
case?
— Wayne C.

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.
BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Tuesdays, Solo-Tu.
CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Krystal Blu; Sunday, karaoke;
Wednesday, Bike Nite.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove Haven
Resort: today, comic John Carfi
and Chapter 2; Sunday, Somethin’ Else; Paradise Stream
Resort: today, comic Jay Black
and Scene Changer; Pocono Palace Resort: today, comic Mike
Jones and The Byrd Pressley
Band; Sunday, Group Du Jour.
FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.
GUBBIO’S, Dunmore: today, Millenium; Sunday, The Falling.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Best Western Plus, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, Langan & Wags.
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Robbie Walsh.
MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Phil Hinton.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,
Mount Pocono, Gypsies Nightclub, today, DJ Red Bull Ron;
Red’s Piano Bar: today, CJT
Band; Sunday, Spencer and
Nancy Reed; Jazz Brunch: Sunday, CJT Jazz Trio.
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, DJ Hammer.
PARKER HOUSE, 12 E. Parker
St.: today, Rebar Brothers.
POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Fridays and Saturdays, DJ Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna
Ave.: Saturdays, Tony Costa Trio.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, WilkesBarre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.
SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Saturdays, DJ Latin Night Club.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Rockit.
VILLA MARIA II, 1610 Washburn St.: today, Windfall.
WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Last Call.

MUSIC

VINTAGE THEATER SHOWS: 119
Penn Ave.; D.C., Babylon and
Sound Logic, today, 8 p.m., $5.
DOWNTOWN SUMMER CONCERT
SERIES: Lackawanna County
Courthouse Square: Doug
Smith’s Dixieland All-Stars, today,
5:30 to 7 p.m., Daddy-O and the
Sax Maniacs, 7:30 to 9 p.m.;
Upper Valley Winds Tribute to
Stan N. Kenton, Aug. 6, 2 to 4
p.m.; St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 232 Wyoming Ave.: Kofi
and Sankofa Drum & Dance
Ensemble, Saturday, 7 to 8:30
p.m.; The Jerad Lippi Trio, Aug. 5,
6 to 7 p.m.; free.
OH, WHAT A TIME! TRIBUTE TO
FRANKIE VALLI AND THE
FOUR SEASONS: today, 6 p.m.,
Wildflower Amphitheater, Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife Sanctuary, White Mills. 253-5500.
NAY AUG PARK CONCERTS:
Bill Arnold Band, Sunday, 2
p.m.; Music Festival featuring
student musicians, Sunday,
3:30 to 8 p.m.; West 3rd
Street, Aug. 7, 2 p.m.; Brass
Majors, Aug. 14, 2 p.m.; Tom
Hamilton Jazztet, Aug. 21, 2
p.m.; Paulette & Tony Costa
Quintet, Aug. 28, 2 p.m.
MÖTLEY CRÜE, POISON AND
NEW YORK DOLLS: Sunday, 7
p.m., Toyota Pavilion at Montage Mountain.
DOOBIE BROTHERS: Sunday, 7
p.m., Mohegan Sun at Pocono
Downs, $40/$25.
MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY SUMMER CONCERT SERIES: Tom
Heinze and Marywood Concert
Band, Sunday, 7:30 p.m.,
Memorial Commons, Marywood University.
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES: all
begin at 8 p.m., Irem Temple
Country Club Pavilion, Dallas;
The Whery Family, Sunday;
Irem Chanters, Aug. 7; Orpheus
Choral Society, Aug. 14; Wyoming Valley Barbershop Harmony Chorus, Aug. 21; Irem String
Band, Aug. 28; free.
NAY AUG PARK WEDNESDAY
CONCERTS: all at 7 p.m.; Old
Friends, Wednesday; Crimson
Tears, Aug. 10; Gene Dempsey
Orchestra, Aug. 17.
Please see PLACES, Page C2
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Brian Fulton uses his GPS-enabled phone to find a geocache at the Scranton Iron Furnaces.

Caching in
W

GPS treasure hunt is worldwide pursuit

hile running in the
Dunmore Cemetery
one day, I came
across my neighbors,
the Walshes, wandering among the gravestones. The five
of them would huddle around their
cellphone and stare at the screen for
a few minutes, point at a tree or
fence, and then run toward it while
frantically searching behind and
under everything in their path.
Wondering why
this normally wholesome, all-American
family was traipsing
over the graves of the
dear de par ted, I
jogged up to Gene, the
KEVIN
dad, and asked what
O’NEILL
they were up to. It
InSites
turns out they were
participating in a
high-tech scavenger hunt, called geocaching, that has been going on for
more than 10 years.

Cache, not cash
The worldwide treasure hunt is
managed by Geocaching.com. The
website was created by Jeremy Irish
in September 2000 in response to an
upgrade that greatly increased the
accuracy of the global positioning
satellite (GPS) system. GPS enthusiasts eager to test the improved system hid targets in various locations
and posted the coordinates online.
Others tried to find the targets using
the coordinates and GPS devices.
What began as a niche activity started to generate some buzz and has
grown into an international pursuit
involving millions of participants.
The “treasures” that are hidden
around the world are called caches.
They vary in size from a 35mm film
canister to a five-gallon bucket. They
also can be unusual items like fake
rocks or magnetic key cases. Inside
each cache is a logsheet that the
finder signs. Many caches also contain additional items, such as small
toys or other interesting things. The
finder can take an item, but is supposed to replace it with another item
of equal or greater value. After you

Brian and Kevin’s
big adventure

Times-Tribune librarian — and
part bloodhound — Brian Fulton
and I decided to try our luck at
geocaching. We picked a cache
at the Scranton Iron Furnaces to
search for.
Brian entered the coordinates
of the cache from Geocaching.
com into his smart phone’s GPS
function to guide our search.
These turned out to be too general to be of much use, so he
logged onto the website and
used it’s “nearby” function.
This produced a list of nearby
caches with the iron furnaces at
the top. Clicking on the listing
produced a directional arrow and
a readout of the distance to the
cache. This allowed us to narrow
the search area considerably.
Still, the cache was small and
there were lots of places it could
be hidden. Though neither of us
said it at the time, we were both
about to give up when suddenly Brian called out “I found it!”
Even though it wasn’t full of treasure it did bring a a sense of satisfaction, and a slight thrill.

find a cache you’re supposed to log
onto the site and record it, along
with any comments or pictures you
would like to add.

Traveling treasures
Special items called trackables
may be in a cache. Each of these
items has a unique code that can be
looked up on geocaching.com revealing the item’s mission. Usually the
mission involves the trackable completing a journey, such as coast to
coast, or every county in a state. The
finder is asked to place the trackable
in another cache that will help it continue on its journey.
There are several variations in
cache types:
■ A multicache involves several
locations. Clues are hidden leading you from one location to the
next until you find the final cache.
■ A mystery or puzzle cache

requires you to solve a puzzle in
order to get the coordinates.
■ A virtual cache involves finding a
specific location instead of a physical cache.
■ A webcam cache requires you to
find an existing web camera that
monitors a public place and get
your picture taken on the camera.
■ A reverse cache requires you to
locate a specific object instead of
a hidden container.
There are also cache events,
themed caches, interactive caches
and other variations on the treasure
hunt theme.
In order to find caches you must
first visit the website or use one of
the many mobile apps available on
the site. By entering an address, zip
code, geographic location or even a
longitude and latitude, you can generate a list or map of all the caches
in a designated area. Clicking on a
cache will reveal the longitude and
latitude where it’s hidden, as well as
other information and clues. Enter
the coordinates into your GPS device
or smart phone and you’re ready to
start searching.

Form and function
The Geocaching website is well
designed both aesthetically and technically. The color palette, graphics
and typography give the site an
appropriate character, somewhere
between fun and hi-tech. The navigation is laid out logically and functions well.
A guide on the homepage brings
you to pages and videos that explain
the geocaching concept clearly. You
need to register, which is free, in
order to participate. There’s also a
premium membership for $30 a year,
or $10 for three months, that offers
extra features. An online shop, blogs
and links to social media sites round
out the rest of the site.
Geocaching is a clever way to use
technology to promote healthy, social
and fun activities.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

Zynga goes to China,
sans Facebook

LinkedIn adds ‘Apply
with LinkedIn’

NEW YORK — Zynga, the
company behind popular
F a c e b o o k g a m e s l i ke
“CityVille,” is taking that
game to China. Since Facebook is blocked in the country, it’s partnering instead
with local Internet portal
Tencent.
Zynga Inc. said late Monday night that it launched
“Zynga City” in China.
“CityVille,” which has
players tending to virtual
cities, is the most popular
game on Facebook according to AppData, which

NEW YORK — Professional networking service
LinkedIn Corp. launched a
Web button on Monday that
lets job applicants submit
their profiles on the site to
jobs that interest them.
The blue button, “Apply
with LinkedIn,” appears on
online job listings on company and jobs websites alongside more general buttons
such as “Apply Now” that
recruiters have been using.
It’s LinkedIn’s version of
efforts by other online networks, such as Facebook, to

tracks apps on the social network.
It is played by more than
80 million people a month.
San Francisco-based Zynga makes most of its money
by charging small amounts
of money for virtual items
in its games. In 2010 this
earned the company a profit
of $90.6 million. It filed for
an initial public offering this
month.

spread beyond their own
sites across the broader
Web. LinkedIn said thousands of companies, including Netflix and LivingSocial, have made the “Apply
with LinkedIn” button available on their websites.
Companies can customize the LinkedIn plugin to
include application questions or ask for a cover letter. Applicants, meanwhile,
can see if any of their
LinkedIn connections work
for the company they are
applying to and send them
a message.
—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Caribbean Stud is a fivecard stud poker game played
on a blackjack type table with
a 52-card deck. Caribbean
Stud also offers a progressive
jackpot that you may qualify
to win on specific hands by
adding one additional dollar
to your original wager. The
top prize is a royal flush, but
those four-of-a-kinds also pay
a pretty sweet $50 dividend
on the optional $1 progressive jackpot bet, and usually
20 to 1 with the call bet bonus
schedule.
It seems where you were
playing the payoff was a
more generous 40 to 1 ($400)
for the four threes. Cards are
normally dealt from a multideck shoe, or by an automatic shuffling machine that
deals in groups of five-card
hands, meaning in your case
that you were dealt five cards
face down, then the dealer
moved on to the other player,
who was then dealt five cards.
The dealer then dealt himself five cards; four face
down, one face up.
Then all hell broke loose
when you appeared to have
poached the other player’s
four threes and a king.
Appropriate etiquette
when playing on a hand-held
single or double deck game
like blackjack is to wait until
the dealer shuffles before you
jump in, especially if other
players are winning and they
do not want you to change
their luck.
Some casinos do not even
allow you to start playing in
the middle of a single or double deck game. But on a shoe
or automatic shuffler, most
casinos allow you to jump in
immediately.
Therefore, Wayne, being
that most Caribbean Stud
games are dealt from a multideck shoe, or by an automatic shuffling machine, technically I see no foul, nor an obligation to give the other player
$50 of your windfall.
Still, it is considered polite
to ask before you join any
game, and there are reasons
Please see DEAL, Page C3

Slots payouts
Slots revenue July 11-17

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs

Wagers: $56,712,618
Payouts: $51,007,220
State tax: $1,473,403
Payouts fiscal year to date:
$138,601,783
Active slot machines: 2,332

Mount Airy
Casino Resort

Wagers: $42,121,228
Payouts: $38,212,277
State tax: $1,040,676
Payouts fiscal year to date:
$101,802,819
Active slot machines: 2,275

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem

Wagers: $75,654,431
Payouts: $68,435,262
State tax: $1,702,287
Payouts fiscal year to date:
$181,836,930
Active slot machines: 3,024

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA
GAMING CONTROL BOARD

