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CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.
CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY
TIKI BAR, 821 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Brendan Quinn.
CLAM DIGGERS, Day’s Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City:
today, Red Oranges; Tuesday, open mike; Wednesday,
DJ Honey Do.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT RESORTS: Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
The Byrd Pressley Band; Sunday, Somethin’ Else; Paradise
Stream Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Saturday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Palace Resort: today, Wildfire.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: Saturday, The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Mojo; Tuesdays, open mike
with Chris Langan.
MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.:today,
Take Three.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO
RESORT, Mount Pocono:
The Cabana Bar: Sunday,
Two of Us; Gypsies Nightclub and Lounge: today, DJ
Mike Mittman; Red’s Bar:
today, Bud Noble; Sunday,
Roy Ramos.
POOR RICHARD’S, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK
HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays and
Saturdays, Jim Waltich Jazz
Trio featuring Erin Malloy.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
STATION SQUARE, 400 Lackawanna Ave., Olyphant:
today, Millenium.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
DJ Devil Dog with karaoke.
TRAX, Radisson at Lackawanna Station Hotel: today, DJ
Ben O’Leary.
WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with
DJ Tony Piazza.

MUSIC
ORGAN RECITAL WITH ANTON
DOORNHEIN: today, 3 p.m.,
Factoryville United Methodist
Church, free-will offering
accepted.
CRYSTAL GAYLE: today, 6 p.m.,
Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife
Sanctuary, White Mills, $30.
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES:
today: John Stanky and the
Coalminers, 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.; Mojomo, 8:30 to 10:30
p.m., Lackawanna County
Courthouse Square.
NAY AUG PARK CONCERT
SERIES: Joe Stanky and
The Cadets, Sunday; Music
Festival featuring West 3rd
Street and others, Aug. 8,
2 to 8 p.m.; Fran Burne
Quintet, Aug. 15; Mark
Montella Quartet, Aug. 22;
Doug Smith’s Dixieland AllStars, Aug. 29; concerts
begin at 2 p.m. unless otherwise noted, Nay Aug Park
Bandstand.
POCONO MOUNTAIN BIBLE
CONFERENCE: guitarist
Christopher Ames, Sunday;
guitarist Deron Whitmer,
Aug. 8; The Music of Witness, Aug. 15, 6:30 to 8
p.m., 191 Clifton Beach
Road, Clifton.
THE TEMPTATIONS: Sunday, 8
p.m., Cove Haven Entertainment Resort, Lakeville.
10TH ANNUAL MUSIC IN THE
PARK: Sunday, 11:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Clifford Firemen’s
Fairgrounds, Route 106.
679-2766.
Please see PLACES Page C2

No set rule
for tipping
at slots

Star
Light,
Star
Bright...
Lights, camera … celebs
take action for charities

T

he stars are falling from
the celebrity sky on a
weekly basis it seems.
Mel Gibson is out of
control, Lindsay Lohan
is a train wreck, and the list of rappers and athletes who have gotten
into trouble seems endless. Some
politicians and fat cat CEOs appear
to be no better. These celestial burnouts may be prime
water cooler fodder,
but there are plenty
of bright lights in
the galaxy of stars.
The website www.
looktothestars.org
features over 2,000
KEVIN
celebrities who supO’NEILL
port various worthy
InSites
causes with their
time, talent and money. From Adam Sandler to ZZ Top,
actors, athletes, musicians, politicians and other well-knowns champion over 1,500 charities. The causes
range from abuse, addiction and
AIDS to water, weapons and women.
The site is cleanly designed with
simple navigation and good organization of the content. The home page
has celebrity charity news, a featured celebrity, a featured charity,
interviews, videos, celebrity Tweets,
featured products and more.
Besides the home page, there are
seven other main sections to the site:

Celebrities
Stars are listed here alphabetically by their first
names.
There’s
also a
search

Top star charities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Children (511 charities)
Health (381)
Education (217)
At-risk youths (183)
Poverty (163)
Environment (145)
Cancer (141)
AIDS (138)
Miscellaneous (123)
Human rights (118)

function so you can type in a name
without scrolling down the long list.
When you click on a star’s name
it takes you to a page with his or
her picture, a short “charity biography,” lists of supported causes and
charities, a link to contact him or
her, a list of other celebrities that
support the same causes and more.
Click on Aerosmith for instance,
and you’ll find that Amnesty International is one of the causes the
band members support. They’re in
good company, too, as Al Pacino,
Alice Cooper, Annie Lennox, Pete
Townshend and others are also listed as supporters.

Charities
This section has an alphabetical
list, as well as a search function, of
all the charities supported by the
various celebrities. Clicking on a
charity’s name brings you to a page
with a summary of its mission.
There’s also a link to the charity’s
website and links to related charities and causes.
There are photos of stars who support the charity with links to their
pages. Click on Autism Speaks and
you’ll see 27 stars, including Amy
Poehler, Jerry Seinfeld
and Tina Fey, that
are supporters. In
addition there are
news items
related to the
charity.
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Causes
Various broad categories are listed here, such as, “addiction” or
“homelessness.” Under each cause
heading there’s a prominent charity and celebrity devoted to supporting the cause. Under the “abuse”
heading you’ll find Save the Children and 68 other charities, as well
as Salma Hayek and 334 other supporters.
Clicking on the heading, charity
or star will bring you to various
pages with more detailed information and complete lists of charities,
supporters, related causes and news
items.

News, videos, partners
These next three sections are just
what they say. The “news” section
has stories of celebrities helping
out with various causes or charities, such as Betty White posing
with naked studs for a Morris Animal Foundation calendar.
The “videos” section has hundreds of videos and public service
announcements featuring stars
making a pitch for support. You can
watch Christina Aguilera sing happy birthday to Haitian children or
Dick Van Dyke talking to kids about
saving tigers.
The “partners” section features
other organizations that work with
Look to the Stars. There are summaries of their missions and links
to their Websites.

About the site
A summary of the sites mission
and a brief history of its origin are
included here. There’s a list of the
team that produces the site with
links to short biographies of each
of them. There’s also a pitch looking for advertisers with a social
conscience, and, finally, contact
information for the site.
Overall, Look to the Stars is a
well-done site. The writing is good,
even if it does tend to fawn over the
stars a bit. It’s informative, introducing you to hundreds of charities
and causes. It’s inspiring to see
stars who have so much shine their
light on those who have so little.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
KEVIN O’NEILL / STAFF ARTIST

Dear Mark: What would
be the appropriate amount to
tip someone that pays you
your slot jackpot win? It was
a $1,000 jackpot.
— Nancy F.
Credit Samuel Johnson for
establishing the tradition
that has evolved into the present-day tip. In the 18th century London coffee houses,
Johnson and
his friends
would hand
their server a
slip of paper
with coins
attached. On
the paper was
MARK
written, “To
PILARSKI
I n s u r e
Deal Me In
Promptness.”
The modern
acronym of this phrase,
“tip,” apparently derives
from the handy strategy of
those cronies.
Fast forward a couple hundred years and even Sammy
probably couldn’t come up
with a set amount of what
you should tip slot personnel
on a hand pay. In a casino restaurant with good service,
upward of 15 to 20 percent is
the norm. But table service is
different from counting out
10 Ben Franklins; moreover,
the $1,000 jackpot doesn’t
take into consideration that
it may have cost you $800 to
get your windfall.
That said, most front-line
slot employees get paid minimum wage or close to it.
Additional income comes
through the gratuities of
casino patrons like you, Nancy. Slot employees need those
gestures of gratuity to make
a living.
Whether you tip or not,
Nancy, and how much, is
essentially up to you. As one
who over tips, my two cents
worth would be wide of the
mark. So I called a friend who
has worked for over 30 years
in the slot departments of
five different casinos to get
his take. He recommended
$15 to $25 to the slot attendant
who made the hand pay if
the individual had been helpful and pleasant toward you,
and you didn’t have to wait
forever to get your winnings.
The bottom line is to tip
only what you are comfortable with, and tip only for
good service. Even I, with 20
years on the inside, won’t tip
a put-out casino employee.
Please see DEAL, Page C3

Slots wagers
and payouts
Week of July 19-25
Mohegan Sun
Wagers: $53,193,466
Payouts: $47,937,189
Average Taxable Win/Slot/
Day: $283
Promotional Plays: $825,038
State Tax: $1,506,621
Active Slot Machines: 2,231
Mount Airy
Wagers: $44,002,529
Payouts: $39,696,918
Average Taxable Win/Slot/
Day: $167
Promotional Plays: $1,449,796
State Tax: $970,976
Active Slot Machines: 2,436
Sands Bethlehem
Wagers: $78,560,549
Payouts: $71,045,305
Average Taxable Win/Slot/
Day: $264
Promotional Plays: $1,895,979
State Tax: $1,910,549
Active Slot Machines: 3,030

