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Jingling slots
an illusion
of winning

Dear Mark: Maybe it’s
me, but you just don’t see or
hear jackpots like in the past.
But here’s the interesting
thing. The paybacks of where
I play, according to Strictly
Slots, which publishes slot
returns percentages, are
about the same. Any thoughts
on this?

— Gerald C.

Taking the slot paybacks
reported by your state gam-
ing commission and pub-
lished by Strictly Slots at face
value, consider, Gerald, that

you are seeing
and hearing
fewer jackpots
compared to
ye s t e r ye a r,
because most
casinos today
operate with
ticket system
machines. The
“sounds of

winning,” thrummed out by
those loud metal drop bowls
that caught the slugs when
your slot was paying off, are
of times past. These deep
pans made a heck of a lot of
happy noise when the coins
dropped, creating the misim-
pression that people were
winning, and winning big.

Also, Gerald, with ticket
system machines, the slot
usually doesn’t lock up and
set off its jingle for a win of
under $1,200; otherwise,
everything less is added to
the credit meter. Hand pays
and hopper fills have also
been reduced considerably
with ticket machines.

The sense of great luck
created by the clatter of fall-
ing coins is really nothing
more than an illusion
designed to stir interest in
playing slot machines, but
suggestible players mistake
these audible events for
increased jackpots.

Dear Mark: Last week
you wrote that a royal flush
occurs about every 40,000
hands. I’ve had a few over the
years, besides, we have
decent machines (9/6) where
I play that keeps me in the
game longer to get one. Well,
Saturday night I hit my first,
naturally dealt royal flush on
a dollar machine. Didn’t even
have to hit the hold button.
What are the odds of that
happening? It has to be way
more than 40,000 to one.

— Jim D.
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Deal Me In

In these uncertain economic
times, as people worry about
whether their jobs will still be
there tomorrow, the website I’m
going to recommend might seem

an odd choice. I say that because if
you go to this site while at work,
you’re going to waste a lot of time
there. But, if you’re going to lose
your job anyway, you might as well
have fun while you’re at it.

The site, nintendo8.com, has
hundreds of classic Nintendo games
that you can play online — for free.

That’s right, “Super
Mario Brothers,”
“Tetris,” “The Leg-
end of Zelda” and all
the rest are as close as
your keyboard.

As I was “research-
ing” this column, the
classic “Mario” music
even got my co-work-
ers to forsake their

work, as they were drawn like moths
to the flame by the familiar tune. It
was like we were magically transport-
ed back to the ’80s, when these primi-
tive games represented the height of
technology.

To be honest, I was never a big vid-
eo game aficionado. I did waste a bit
of time on “Super Mario Brothers”
during its reign. It had just the right
hypnotic and addictive formula to
keep you trying just one more time
to save the princess. “Tetris” was
another game I’ve played, but it
didn’t hold my interest like “Mario.”

I’m a bad barometer for popular
culture though. These games were
hugely popular in the ’80s and ’90s,
and hundreds of titles were sold.
They run the gamut from action
games, like “Contra,” to puzzles, like
“Anticipation,” and shoot-’em-up
games, such as “Gunsmoke,” to

sports, like “Magic Johnson’s Fast
Break.” There are fighting and fly-
ing games, television show and mov-
ie-themed games, and games featur-
ing movie stars and star athletes.

Some of the games are thinly dis-
guised repackagings of earlier
games, much the way Tom Carvel
used to sell “Fudgie the Whale” and
“Santa” ice cream cakes as if they
were two completely different prod-
ucts. “Double Dragon” the street-
fighting game spawned many clones
with suspiciously similar back-
grounds, music and action. Of
course, some games, like “Mario,”
are original and entertaining.

Video revolution

The whole concept of being able
to play games that were once avail-
able only in arcades on your TV,
while sitting on your couch, was a
big reason for the video game revolu-
tion. No more waiting in line for a
machine to be available, no more
pumping quarter after quarter in as
you tried to master the game. Now
you could play as much as you want-
ed, whenever you wanted, without
ever having to go out and socialize
with live people.

Video games have gotten much
more sophisticated as technology has

advanced at a dizzying pace. Many of
these older games would have a tough
time holding a modern gamer’s inter-
est. The 3D graphics, online commu-
nities and highly interactive control-
lers have taken gaming to a remark-
able level. According to the Newzoo
Games Market Report on GamesIn-
dustry.com, Americans spent $25.3 bil-
lion on video games in 2009.

Easy to use

The site itself is pretty straightfor-
ward. There are links to various cat-
egories of games across the top.
Clicking on a link brings you to a
page with images of the various
games in that category. Click on the
image and it launches the game.
There’s a legend at the bottom of the
screen to tell you which keys corre-
spond to the buttons on the original
game controllers. You can play for as
long as you want.

There’s a disclaimer at the bottom
of the home page stating the website
is merely a link site and all games
are assumed to be abandonware or
copyleft. It further states that the site
is not affiliated with Nintendo, and it
encourages you to buy a Nintendo
Wii that will allow you to play all the
classic games on a real console.

So, if you think that pink slip is on
the way, or the company is going
under, you might as well log on and
waste away the hours slaying bad-
guys and repelling aliens on the com-
pany’s dime. If your job is secure
and your company is doing well,
then don’t you think you deserve a
reward for all that good work? Eat
some mushrooms and save the prin-
cess. You earned it.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

Top 10 games
1. Super Mario Brothers

2. Super Mario Brothers 3

3. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 2

4. Tetris

5. Legend of Zelda

6. 1942

7. Double Dragon

8. Super Mario Brothers 2

9. Bubble Bobble

10. Bomberman
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InSites

Website gives free access to

classic videogames of ’80s and ’90s

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

ANDY GAVIN’S, North Washington
Avenue: today, One Hot Mess.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY TIKI

BAR, 821 Northern Blvd.,Clarks
Summit: today,The Third Nut.

COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE,

North Washington Avenue:
today, Last Call; Sunday, Rob-
bie Walsh.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today, Shania
Twain Tribute Band; Sunday,
Somethin’ Else; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, Wildfire; Sunday,
Group Du Jour.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: Thursdays, Jay Huff
acoustic; Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, The
Let Go; Tuesdays, open mike
with Chris Langan.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today, Se
A Cabo Santana Tribute Band.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,

Mount Pocono: The Cabana

Bar: today, Abraxas Santana
Tribute; Sunday, Destination
West; Gypsies Nightclub and

Lounge: today, DJ Mike Mitt-
man; Red’s Bar: today, Bud
Noble; Sunday, Two of Us.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main Av.:
today, Full Circle with Chris
Fritz.

PARKER HOUSE TAVERN, 12 E.
Parker St.: today, DJ Missy.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ Hon-
ey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio featuring

Erin Malloy.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-

days, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,

Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lacka-
wanna Ave., Olyphant: today,
Breeze.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today:
karaoke with DJ Cosmo.

TRAX, Radisson at Lackawanna
Station hotel: today, DJ Ben
O’Leary.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,

Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with DJ
Tony Piazza; today, Daddy-O &
The Sax Maniax.

WILDCAT SALOON, Archbald:
today, Rock 107 Sturges Motor-
cycle Rally with Marilyn Kenne-
dy, SLAKR and Skin-N-Bones.

MUSIC
FLAMEKEEPER: today, 6 p.m.,

Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife Sanc-
tuary,White Mills, $20/$20/chil-
dren under 6 free. 253-5500.

SERGIO MENDEZ: today,6 and 9
p.m.,Gypsies Nightclub and
Lounge,Mount Airy Casino
Resort,Mount Pocono,$35/$50.

BUCK HILL-SKYTOP MUSIC FES-

TIVAL: today, Mountainhome.
Visit www.buckhillskytopfest.org.

PROVIDENCE SUMMER MUSIC

SERIES: soprano Leslie Mason

Moran, Sunday; Dorothy Reed

Trio, Aug. 22; flutist Diane

Thomas, Aug. 29, Providence
United Presbyterian Church,
1145 Providence Road.

NAY AUG PARK CONCERT

SERIES: Fran Burne Quintet,

Sunday; Mark Montella Quar-

tet, Aug. 22; Doug Smith’s

Dixieland All-Stars, Aug. 29;
concerts begin at 2 p.m.
unless otherwise noted, Nay
Aug Park Bandstand.

POCONO MOUNTAIN BIBLE CON-

FERENCE: The Music of Wit-
ness, Sunday, 6:30 to 8 p.m.,
191 Clifton Beach Road, Clifton.

IREM TEMPLE SUMMER CON-

CERTS: Wyoming Valley Barber-

shop Harmony Chorus, Sunday;
Orpheus Choral Society, Aug.
22; Irem String Band, Aug. 29,
concerts begin 8 p.m., Irem
Country Club, Dallas, free.

A COAL MINER’S TALE: AN EPIC

SOUNDSCAPE: performed by
Upper Valley Winds, Sunday, 4
p.m., Mellow Theater at Lacka-
wanna College, free.

Please see PLACES Page C3

Eryn Sullivan, left, and

Emilee McDermott, both

of Scranton

Grant and Victoria Oishi

of State College

Mary Bowen of Scranton

Sara Skoritowski, left,

and Samantha Davis,

both of Scranton

From left, Lisa Majeski,

Brandin Gockley Jr. and

Sam Gockley Jr.,

all of Scranton

Wesley Minicozzi of

Scranton, left, and Louis

DiMattio of Moscow
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Casino Wagers &
Payouts
Week of Aug. 2-8

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $55,397,699
Payouts: $49,946,810
Average Taxable Win/Slot/

Day: $284.23
Promotional Plays: $993,264
State Tax: $1,515,592
Active Slot Machines: 2,240

Mount Airy

Wagers: $45,227,272
Payouts: $40,824,282
Average Taxable Win/Slot/

Day: $192.54
Promotional Plays: $1,104,950
State Tax: $1,121,333
Active Slot Machines: 2,447

Sands Bethlehem

Wagers: $71,626,821
Payouts: $64,583,059
Average Taxable Win/Slot/

Day: $245.19
Promotional Plays: $1,839,798
State Tax: $1,769,347
Active Slot Machines: 3,032

SOURCE: PA. GAMING CONTROL BOARD
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