
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
v01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010
01010101010101010101010101010101010101010101011010101010101010101010101
10101010101010101010101010101010101010101010110101010101010101010101010

 Dear Mark: Can a casino 
change the paybacks on their 
slot machines instantly? I’ve 
heard they do it on busy 
weekends. You have said in 
the past they can’t. 

— Kelly D.

Whoa now, Kelly, I never 
said that casinos couldn’t 
change paybacks on their 
machines. What I stated was 

that the casi-
n o  d o e s n’ t 
throw a secret 
s w i t c h  t o 
i n s t a n t l y 
tighten their 
m a c h i n e s 
because Kel-
ly’s coming on 
the weekend 
to try her luck. 

Wholesale reprogramming 
of  machines on Friday, then 
changing them back on Mon-
day, doesn’t exist.

Yes, some gaming jurisdic-
tions do allow casinos to have 
manufacturer’s licenses 
allowing them to change the 
chips themselves. They 
would only have to file the 
obligatory paperwork with 
their state gaming commis-
sion, and the swap could be 
made. In other jurisdictions, 
a gaming commission agent 
must witness the changing 
of  the chips, or an agent must 
make the change, and in yet 
others, the machine must be 
sent back to the manufacture 
for open chip surgery.

The reason a state’s gam-
ing commission is so inter-
ested in a chip swap is that it 
wants to verify that a 
machine is operating proper-
ly, and that the amount of  
money it pays out falls in the 
range predicted by the num-
ber of  spins played on the 
machine.

So yes, Kelly, a casino can 
change the payback on any 
machine when it wants. How-
ever, it is just not cost-effec-
tive for the casino to continu-
ally alter the payouts on their 
machines from weekday to 
weekend.

Dear Mark: Four times 
this past weekend I was dealt 
four cards to a royal flush, 
and I didn’t hit one. Why not 
all five cards as opposed to 
just four? Also, can a video 
poker machine be pro-
grammed to deal four cards 
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 at Abington
Community Library’s 
Lunch on the Lawn, 
1200 W. Grove St.

MICHAEL J. MULLEN / 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MARK
PILARSKI
Deal Me In

So you want to write a 
blog, but your computer 
skills are limited to 
checking your e-mail. Or 
maybe you want to build 

a website, but hypertext markup lan-
guage (html) might as well be Greek 
to you. Don’t give up on your dream 
just yet, because WordPress.com has 
a solution for all you Web wannabes.

The site will host your blog or 
website for free, and provide prebuilt 

templates for you to 
use, also for free. You 
do need to register in 
order to get started.

WordPress has a 10-
step walk-through 
guide to help you set 
up your site relatively 
painlessly. The guide 
covers everything 
from signing up and 

adjusting your site’s settings, to gen-
erating blog ideas and posting them 
from your mobile device.

Pick a look

The templates, called themes, are 
what makes WordPress attractive to 
the web novice. They are basically a 
predesigned shell for a website into 
which you can insert your own con-
tent. There are more than 100 themes 
available covering many different 
styles, from fun and funky to slick 
and professional.

Once you pick a theme you like it’s 
fairly simple to post text and pictures, 
or to add pages. There’s a text editing 
window in which you can type your 

blog entry or copy for a web page. 
Above the window, there’s an icon you 
can click on to insert a picture. It gives 
you choices of  uploading a picture 
from your computer, from a website 
or from images you have already 
uploaded. Adding pages is as simple 
as clicking a button, typing in a title 
and adding content.

You can also add video to your 
page from sites like YouTube or 
Hulu. There are free widgets avail-
able, such as calendars, RSS feeds or 
Twitter links. The site also has stat 
tracking and an impressive support 
system consisting of  documentation, 
support contact forms, WordPress.tv 
and active user forums.

Advanced users

There are enough freebies and 
customization options to keep the 
casual blogger or Web page enthusi-
ast happy, but some people will want 
more. For them, WordPress has pre-
mium options available:
■ Domain names: Instead of having 

your Web address be “yourname.
wordpress.com” you can have it 
be “yourname.com” for a more 
professional appearance.

■ Extra storage: If you need more 
than the generous three gigabytes 
that you get for free, you can upgrade 
to as much as 25 gigabytes.

■ Custom CSS: For those who are 
skilled with cascading style sheets, 
you can use this feature for greater 
control over the look of your site.

■ VideoPress: This is a more 
sophisticated way to incorporate 
video into your site.

■ Ad-free: WordPress occasionally 
puts ads on under-used blogs. 
With this feature you can keep 
them off your site. 

■ Unlimited users: The free limit is 
35 users per private blog. This 
upgrade allows large online com-
munities or organizations as many 
users as necessary.

If  the premium options are still 
not enough for what you want to do, 
WordPress has yet another way to 
help you get on the Web. It offers free, 
open-source, web-building software 
at WordPress.org. If  you have 
advanced Web skills, you can use 
this feature to build sites of  your 
own design, or you can use one of  
the thousands of  custom themes 
available from third-party providers 
not supported by the free site.

If  you use WordPress.org, you 
need to have a Web hosting service 
that you can upload your page to. 
The free site at WordPress.com 
doesn’t host these sites. Some hosts, 
such as GoDaddy.com, have Word-
Press software built in as part of  
their Web tool kits.

WordPress is a solid site that deliv-
ers what it promises. It’s a good way 
for people who are intimidated by 
Web technology to get their feet wet. 
The company is a major online play-
er whose software is used by compa-
nies such as CNN, Time, the NFL 
and even The Times-Tribune.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for 
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at 
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links 
to your favorite websites.

KEVIN
O’NEILL
InSites

Build it …
… and they might come

WordPress helps novices publish blogs

  CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway, 

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays, 
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group; 
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY TIKI 
BAR, 821 Northern Blvd., Clarks 
Summit: today, Associates.

COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE, 
North Washington Avenue: 

today, Lo Fives Duo.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT 

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove 
Haven Resort: today, The Show-
time Dance Band; Sunday, Wild-
fire;  Paradise Stream Resort: 
today, Group Du Jour; Sunday, 
The Byrd Pressley Band; 
Pocono Palace Resort: today, 
Wildfire; Sunday, Group Du Jour.  

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday 
Inn-East: Thursdays, Jay Huff 
acoustic; Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, 
Chris Langan & Wags.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today, 
Take Three.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT, 
Mount Pocono: The Cabana 
Bar: today and Sunday, Ewa-
bo; Gypsies Nightclub and 
Lounge: today, DJ Mike Mitt-
man; Red’s Bar: today and 

Sunday, Bud Noble. 
OWN LEE PLACE, Clarks Sum-

mit: Wednesdays, Mike Antosh. 
PARKER HOUSE TAVERN, 12 E. 

Parker St.: today, DJ Chris Wil-
son and Gene O’Malley Benefit.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125 
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ 
Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA 
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony 
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, 
Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays, 
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio featuring 
Erin Malloy. 

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, 
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and 
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today, 
karaoke with DJ Cosmo. 

TRAX, Radisson at Lackawanna 
Station hotel: today, DJ Ben 
O’Leary. 

WEGGY’S BAR AND GRILL, 
439 E. Drinker St., Dunmore: 
today, Dashboard Mary. 

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, J2 Band.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY, 
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays 
and Sundays, karaoke with DJ 
Tony Piazza; today, Livid.

MUSIC
’50S AND’60S DINNER-DANCE: 

featuring The Tones, It Takes 
Two and Dani-Elle, today, Mem-
orable Occasions, Duryea. 
457-2808.

STARS OF AMERICA: FORMER 
AMERICAN IDOL FINALISTS: 
today, 6 and 9 p.m., Gypsies 
Nightclub and Lounge, Mount 
Airy Casino Resort, Mount 
Pocono, $20/$30. 

PROVIDENCE SUMMER MUSIC 
SERIES: Dorothy Reed Trio, 
Sunday; flutist Diane Thomas, 
Aug. 29, Providence United 
Presbyterian Church, 1145 
Providence Road.

NAY AUG PARK CONCERT 
SERIES: Mark Montella Quartet, 
Sunday; Doug Smith’s Dixieland 
All-Stars, Aug. 29; concerts 
begin at 2 p.m. unless otherwise 
noted, Nay Aug Park Bandstand. 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES: 
Country Memories, Sunday, 7 
p.m.; The Helmsmen, Sept. 
12, 6 p.m., Shepherd’s Grove 
Pavilion, free-will offerings 

accepted. 563-1873.
IREM TEMPLE SUMMER CON-

CERTS: Orpheus Choral Society, 
Sunday; Irem String Band, Aug. 
29, concerts begin 8 p.m., Irem 
Country Club, Dallas, free.

NOONTIME CONCERTS ON 
THE SQUARE: Jim Cullen, Fri-
day, Lackawanna County 
Courthouse Square. 

CHUCK NEGRON: Aug. 28, 6 and 9 
p.m., Gypsies Nightclub and 
Lounge, Mount Airy Casino 
Resort, Mount Pocono, $35/$50.

HOT SUMMER FUN CONCERT 
SERIES: Foreigner, Aug. 29, 
$21.99/$29.99, Mohegan Sun 
at Pocono Downs.

KENNY “BABYFACE” EDMONDS: 
Sept. 2, 8:30 p.m., Cove Haven 
Entertainment Resort, Lakeville. 

Please see PLACES Page C3

From left, Joanna, Kelly 
and William Arp, all of 

Clarks Summit

From left, Paige, Ayla and 
Carlie Holgate, all of 

Clarks Summit

Kaelee Whipple
of Clarks Summit

Jenn, left, and Natalie 
Dodd of Dickson City

From left, Seth Colan of 
Scranton, Halle and Tori 
Morris of Clarks Summit

From left, Phoebe 
Davidock of Waverly, Sal  
and Santo Schiavone of 

Clarks Summit

Liam and Lisel Whipple 
of Clarks Summit

KEVIN O’NEILL / STAFF ARTIST

Please see SLOTS, Page C2

Casino Wagers & 
Payouts
Week of Aug. 2-8 

Mohegan Sun
Wagers: $55,397,699
Payouts: $49,946,810
Average Daily Taxable Win/
Slot/Day: $284.23
Promotional Plays: $993,264
State tax: $1,515,592
Active Slot Machines: 2,240

Mount Airy Casino
Wagers: $45,227,272
Payouts: $40,824,282
Average Daily Taxable Win/
Slot/Day: $192.54
Promotional Plays:
$1,104,950
State tax: $1,121,333
Active Slot Machines: 2,447

Sands Bethlehem
Wagers: $71,626,821
Payouts: $64,583,059
Average Daily Taxable Win/
Slot/Day: $245.19
Promotional Plays:
$1,839,789
State tax: $1,769,347
Active Slot Machines: 3,032

Casinos can
change slots
paybacks




