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Dear Mark: Why is the
theory to bet more on a posi-
tive count when counting
cards? Doesn’t a positive
count also give the dealer the
same chance as you of get-
ting a good hand, and there-
fore the advantage of higher
hand totals?

— Nick D.

Card counters in theory
have an advantage varying
between 0.5 percent and 1.5
percent against the house. It
works like this. A deck that
has reduced its low cards and
is flush with high cards (10,
jack, queen, king, ace) favors

t h e p l aye r
with a positive
count, while
the reverse, an
excess of low
cards (2, 3, 4, 5,
6), creates a
negativecount
and favors the
dealer.

W h a t a l l
card-counting systems do is
keep track of the ratio of
small cards to big cards
remaining in the deck. When
that ratio favors the player, he
or she bets more money; when
it favors the dealer, the coun-
ter bets less. The counter var-

ies bets from one hand to the
next guided by the constantly
updated imbalance figure,
which predicts whether the
next hand will favor either the
player or the dealer.

While the probability of
you and the dealer receiving
high cards when the count
is positive are identical, it’s
still to your advantage
because the rules of the
game impact differently on
player and dealer.

For example, blackjacks
pay $3 for every $2 wagered,
whereas the dealer wins just
even money. You get to dou-
ble down on 10s and 11s, and

with a positive count, you
stand a better than 50/50
chance of winning twice
your original bet. The same
holds true with certain pair-
splitting prospects. Also, the
dealer has to hit on a 12-16,
whereas you would stand on
your stiff hand. Even taking
insurance can be a profit-
able wager when the count
is high.

It’s these monetary oppor-
tunities in high-count situa-
tions that change a negative
expectation game into a posi-
tive one.
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(Editor’s Note: This is the third
in a series of four columns about
the websites of Scranton, Lackawa-
nna County, Pennsylvania and the
federal government. This week’s
column focuses on Pennsylvania.)

G
ov. Tom Corbett has
already made a big
impact on the state in
his short time in office.
Drastic cuts in educa-

tion and social programs coupled
with a free ride for the burgeoning
natural gas industry have captured
the attention of many residents.

He has made an equally big
impact on the state’s website at
pa.gov. The home page, a portal to

all of the state’s
online offerings,
looks more like a
campaign commer-
cial for the governor.

A slideshow of
photos of Gov. Cor-
bett making speech-
es, shaking hands
with constituents
and smiling at chil-

dren dominates the top of the page.
Headlines accompanying the pic-
tures boast of the governor’s self-
proclaimed successes.

At the bottom of the page is a
series of videos featuring Gov. Cor-
bett kayaking, speaking at gradua-
tions, signing bills into law, visiting
businesses and playing with pup-
pies. Descriptions alongside the vid-
eos tell tales of the governor restor-
ing common sense to government,
saving seniors’ benefits and making
the state more business-friendly.

More than just a pretty face

There’s also a link to the gover-
nor’s state website on the home
page. Here you can read his resume,
watch more videos of him or even
download a high-resolution photo
of him. If you’re not convinced that
Gov. Corbett is the best thing to ever
happen to Pennsylvania after five
minutes on the site, you’ll definitely
know what he looks like.

Fortunately Pennsylvania’s site

is much more than just a celebra-
tion of its chief executive. The state
government is a huge operation
with many departments serving a
wide variety of the taxpayers’
needs. Most, if not all, of those
departments’ Web pages can be
accessed from the main portal site.

There are too many departments
and services linked to pa.gov to fea-
ture all of them in this column. I’ll
just try to cover the organization
and operation of the site to give you
an idea of what it has to offer.

Right at the top of the page are
two drop-down menus and a search
field. The first drop-down features a
list of links to all the state agencies
represented on the site. The depart-
ments of education, revenue, trans-
portation, public welfare and even
the lottery are just a few of the
many agencies listed here. Though
a lot of the agencies maintain their
Web pages within the pa.gov site,
many of the links take you off the
site to the agencies’ own websites.

The second drop-down menu fea-
tures online services offered by
many of the state agencies listed
under the first menu. Here you can
get a hunting license, order a vani-
ty license plate for your vehicle, pay
your state taxes and much more.

Plenty of information

The links to agencies and servic-
es are pretty comprehensive. And
the Web pages and sites they lead to
all contain a wealth of information.
It appears that our state workers
have invested a lot of time and ener-
gy creating a vast and useful store
of online resources.

Also at the top of the homepage
are links to sections on living, work-
ing, playing and learning in Penn-
sylvania. A media link takes you to
news releases on the state and oth-
er media-related information. A
government link leads to informa-
tion on the commonwealth’s politi-
cal structure, links to county web-
sites and various other government
services for residents, such as voter
registration, contact information
for your state representatives, cam-

paign finance records and more.
There also are links to the first

lady’s, lieutenant governor’s and
cabinet’s websites on the home
page. A series of illustrated links
in the right-hand rail and tabs
across the bottom highlight areas
of the site that I assume are visit-
ed frequently. There’s a lot of over-
lapping of content among the
links, allowing various depart-
ments to be accessed from several
different areas.

Mixing it up

The design of the site is a mixed
bag. The navigation is placed logi-
cally, intuitive to use and functions
well for the most part (I only
encountered one bad link). The
Pennsylvania color scheme of dark
blue and gold is used effectively
throughout the portal site. The
typography displays an appropriate
hierarchy and mostly is unified,
with some exceptions.

The home page could be more
dynamic. Pennsylvania is a beauti-
ful state, so it would be nice to see
some images from around the com-
monwealth, rather than mug after
mug of the governor. There’s a
large welcoming paragraph in the
middle of the page that could be
made smaller to make room for
more interesting art.

While the design of the pages in
the portal site is consistent, this
unity starts to fall apart when you
link to the various departments.
This is understandable when deal-
ing with the web presence of an
entire state government. I’m sure
different departments have built
their sites at different times under
different administrations. Rede-
signing them all to match would be
a massive operation and probably
not the best use of tax dollars.

Pa.gov functions well as a portal
site. Once you get past the over-
whelming presence of Gov. Corbett
there’s a lot of substance to the site.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Governor dominates commonwealth site
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Matryoshka nesting doll likenesses of Gov. Tom Corbett, right, Uncle Sam, left,

County Commissioner Mike Washo, lying down, and Mayor Chris Doherty

joined together recently to view each other’s official government websites.

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Mar-
ko Marcinko Jazz Group.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Monday, Dashboard Mary;
Tuesday, Malcolm.

CARL VON LUGER STEAK AND

SEAFOOD, 301 N. Washington
Ave.: Fridays, jazz night with
Marko Marcinko.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Take 3; Sunday, karaoke;
Wednesday, Bike Nite.

COOPER’S CABANA, 304 Ken-
nedy Blvd., Pittston: today,
Long Strange Trip Grateful
Dead tribute; Sunday, C-N-R
Richie from Flaxy and J-Bird.

COOPER’S SCRANTON, 701 N.
Washington Ave.: today, Held
Up; Sunday, Malcolm Lewis.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove Haven

Resort: today, Shawn Cornelius
and Soul Be It; Sunday, Wildfire;
Paradise Stream Resort: today,
Mike Jones and The Force MDs;
Pocono Palace Resort: today,
John Carfi and Group Du Jour;
Sunday, Group Du Jour.

ELEANOR RIGBY’S, 603 Scran-
ton-Carbondale Highway, Jer-
myn: Thursdays, Bike Night.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.

GUBBIO’S, 411 Chestnut St.,
Dunmore: today, Dreem Weever.

HONEYCHILDS,’ 109 E. Drinker St.,
Dunmore; today, grand opening,
Double Cross.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

KARINA’S RETREAT, 295 Par-
sonage St., Hughestown:
today, Marilyn Kennedy.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.:
today, Drew Kelly, Jay Luke,
Rafael Pimentel, Dual Diagno-
sis, Walt Prez & The Awesome
and Sucker; Tuesday, DJ Ben.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Best West-
ern Plus, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Mike and Naomi karaoke.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Se-A-Cabo Santana tribute band.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,

Mount Pocono: today and Sun-
day, CJT Duo.

PARKER HOUSE, 12 E. Parker
St.: today, DJ Moneyshot.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
AM Radio.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Mark Sutorka.

MUSIC
ROCKSTAR ENERGY DRINK

UPROAR FESTIVAL: today, 2
p.m., Toyota Pavilion at Mon-
tage Mountain.

RICK HORVATH WITH WALLY

AND THE PAUPACKS: today,
Ehrhardt’s Waterfront Resort,
Hawley.

NAY AUG PARK CONCERT: Pau-

lette & Tony Costa Quintet,

Sunday, 2 p.m.
SUMMER CONCERTS: Shep-

herd’s Grove Pavilion, behind
East Benton United Methodist
Church, off Interstate 81, Exit
201, East Benton; The Helms-

men, Sunday, 7 p.m.; Lenox-

ville Band and others for Patri-

otic Night, Sept. 11, 6 p.m.

Counting cards gives blackjack player an advantage over the house
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Slots payouts
Slot machine revenue

Aug. 8 to 14

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs

Wagers: $56,923,549

Payouts: $51,238,218

State tax: $1,567,809

Payouts fiscal year to date:

$349,422,071

Active slot machines: 2,331

Mount Airy
Casino Resort

Wagers: $40,380,890

Payouts: $36,471,562

State tax: $1,017,832

Payouts fiscal year to date:

$252,055,644

Active slot machines: 2,275

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem

Wagers: $74,479,560

Payouts: $68,115,363

State tax: $1,693,161

Payouts fiscal year to date:

$467,159,124

Active slot machines: 3,024

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Ashley Ogozaly and her

daughter, Serenity Fay,

of Carbondale

Jessie Arthur of

Carbondale, left, and

Angela Morrison of

Newton Lake

Angela and Dean

Prokarym of Carbondale

Ed and Maryann Gedrich

of Avoca

From left, Herb Baumann,

Barbara Tscheu and

Sonya Gumble,

all of Hawley

From left, Samantha,

Hunter and Autumn Huff,

all of Carbondale
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