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S
ay cheese, because there’s a
good chance that somebody
has a camera nearby. The
proliferation of digital cam-
eras on cell phones, com-

puters and small, point-and-shoots
means that nearly everybody is tak-
ing pictures of nearly everything all
the time. I have a friend, Eric, who
takes pictures of everything he eats,
though I’m not exactly sure why.

With photo-sharing Web sites like
Flickr, and social sites like Facebook,

people are instantly
sharing all these pho-
tos with the rest of the
world. I’m pretty sure
that somewhere online
you can see what Eric
had for breakfast this
morning.

All of this is a mixed
blessing. It’s wonder-
ful when distant

friends and relatives can see pictures
of their newborn niece or nephew. It’s
not so wonderful when these pictures
are out of focus, poorly lit or have
half of the back of the delivery room
nurse’s head in them.

Learn the ropes

Just because everyone has a cam-
era, it doesn’t mean that everyone is a
good photographer. That’s where the
Digital Photography School (digital-
photography-school.com) can help
save the day.

The site is geared to new and semi-
experienced digital photographers
who want to improve their skills. A
lot of the information is for digital
single-lens reflex (DSLR) cameras,
but there are also items dedicated to
point-and-shoot, and cell phone cam-
eras. A good portion of what the site
covers deals with lighting, composi-

tion, post production and other areas
that are common to all cameras.

There are three main areas on the
site: “Photography Tips & Tutorials,”
“Cameras & Equipment” and “Post
Production.” Each of these areas is
broken down into three subcatego-
ries: “Recent,” “Popular” and “Fea-
tured,” which will take you to a short
list of topics. Clicking on one of the
main headings takes you to a much
longer list of topics. There’s also a
slide show above the three main areas
featuring photos that link to lessons.

Tips and tutorials

The lessons in this section go from
very basic, such as “How To Hold a
Digital Camera,” to very technical,
like “16-bit vs. 32-bit vs. 64-bit: What
Does it All Mean?”

There’s a subsection labeled “For
Beginners” that covers:

■ The basics of exposure

■ Camera settings and features

■ Camera handling and care

■ Beginning tips and tutorials

■ Common problems and questions

Another subsection covers compo-
sition tips, including “The Rule of
Thirds,” “Finding Fresh Angles to
Shoot From” and “The Importance
of Focal Points.” There’s also a sec-
tion devoted to tips for specific situa-
tions, such as weddings, fireworks,
sunsets, etc.

Cameras and equipment

This section is a little bit tricky.
Some of the links take you to infor-
mative articles and reviews, similar
to the rest of the site. Other links take
you to pages that have a completely
different look than the rest of the site.
They’re still branded Digital Photog-

raphy School, but with a different
logo, and the content is a mix of sus-
piciously “advertorial,” and outright
commercial content, where you can
buy cameras and related equipment.

Post production

The last section of the site deals
mainly with the software used to edit
and manipulate digital images. Ado-
be products, such as Photoshop, Light-
room and Bridge dominate this field.
There are also articles on digital file
management and mimicking certain
photographic styles.

Ths site also has forums where
members post and critique each others
work, share techniques, discuss equip-
ment, business strategies and other
things. There are also links for those
who want to write for the site, and for
those who want to advertise on it.

The site is the work of an Austra-
lian amatuer photographer named
Darren Rowse. Most of the content is
free, but there are some eBooks for
sale, and there is advertising on the
site. You can sign up for a free weekly
e-mail newsletter of photo tips. There
is a registration option on the site if
you want to contribute to or partici-
pate in the forums, which is also free.

The site is fairly well done with good
organization and easy navigation. The
writing is by different contributors but
is mostly decent, with an easy-to-read,
informal style. I came across a few bad
links, and he could really use an editor
to catch the numerous typos and gram-
matical errors.

The only thing missing is a tutorial
for Eric on how to light and photo-
graph hummus.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Website focuses on digital photography

CLUBS

ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729
Oak St.: today, CCB Trio fea-
turing Clarence Spady.

AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

ANDY GAVIN’S, North Wash-
ington Avenue: today, Q-Ball.

CAMELOT RESTAURANT &

INN, 17 Johnson Road, Clarks
Summit: Wednesday, DJ.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY

TIKI BAR, 821 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Dustin Switzer.

CLAM DIGGERS, Day’s Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
comedy with Chris Smith;
Sunday, DJ Honey Dew.

COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE,

North Washington Avenue:
today, Invisible Swordsmen;
Sunday, Wannabees.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS,Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today,Wildfire;
Sunday,The Byrd Pressley
Band; Paradise Stream Resort:

today,The Main Ingredient; Sun-
day,Group Du Jour; Pocono Pal-

ace Resort: today,The Byrd
Pressley Band; Sunday,Wildfire.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: Thursdays, Jay Huff
acoustic; Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, DJ
Jamie Callen; Tuesdays, open
mike with Chris Langan.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.:
today, Phil Hinton.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,

Mount Pocono: The Cabana

Bar: today and Sunday,
Motown with CJT; Red’s Bar:

today and Sunday, Bud Noble.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Skin N Bones
and Marilyn Kennedy.

OWN LEE PLACE,Clarks Sum-
mit: Wednesdays,Mike Antosh.

PARKER HOUSE TAVERN, 12
E. Parker St.: today, DJ Missy.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK

HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casi-
no, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays and
Saturdays, Jim Waltich Jazz
Trio featuring Erin Malloy.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lack-
awanna Ave., Olyphant:
today, Doublecross.

TRAX, Radisson at Lackawan-
na Station hotel: today, DJ
Ben O’Leary.

WEGGY’S BAR AND GRILL,

439 E. Drinker St., Dunmore:
today, Dashboard Mary.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Malcolm Lewis.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,

Franklin Avenue: Thursdays and
Sundays,karaoke with DJ Tony
Piazza; today,Nowhere Slow.

MUSIC

CHUCK NEGRON: today, 6 and
9 p.m., Gypsies Nightclub
and Lounge, Mount Airy Casi-
no Resort, Mount Pocono,
$35/$50.

HOT SUMMER FUN CONCERT

SERIES: Foreigner, Sunday,
$21.99/$29.99, Mohegan
Sun at Pocono Downs.

PROVIDENCE SUMMER

MUSIC SERIES: flutist Diane
Thomas, Sunday, Providence
United Presbyterian Church,
1145 Providence Road.

NAY AUG PARK CONCERT

SERIES: Doug Smith’s Dixie-
land All-Stars, Sunday; con-
certs begin at 2 p.m. unless
otherwise noted, Nay Aug
Park Bandstand.

IREM TEMPLE SUMMER CON-

CERT: Irem String Band, Sun-
day, concerts begin 8 p.m.,
Irem Country Club,Dallas, free.

TO BE SUNG ON THE WATER:

The Lyric Consort, Sunday, 3
p.m., Scranton Cultural Center
at The Masonic Temple, free.

KENNY “BABYFACE”

EDMONDS: Thursday, 8:30
p.m., Cove Haven Entertain-
ment Resort, Lakeville.

STARS OF AMERICA: FOR-

MER AMERICAN IDOL

FINALISTS: Sept. 4, 6 and 9
p.m., Gypsies Nightclub and
Lounge, Mount Airy Casino
and Resort, $20/$30.

Casino Wagers &
Payouts
Week of Aug. 9-15

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $57,939,820
Payouts: $52,184,123
Average Daily Taxable Win/

Slot/Day: $288.19
Promotional Plays:

$1,200,523
State tax: $1,548,758
Active Slot Machines: 2,258

Mount Airy Casino

Wagers: $42,905,019
Payouts: $38,637,147
Average Daily Taxable Win/

Slot/Day: $192.50
Promotional Plays:

$965,695
State tax: $1,122,740
Active Slot Machines: 2,451

Sands Bethlehem

Wagers: $74,201,596
Payouts: $67,188,824
Average Daily Taxable Win/

Slot/Day: $234.85
Promotional Plays:

$2,028,346
State tax: $1,694,704
Active Slot Machines: 3,032

SOURCE: PA. GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Nickel slots
percentage
payout low

Dear Mark: On a multi-
l ine/mult icoin nickel
machine, is it still considered
a nickel machine in terms of
payout percentage, or does it
become a quarter machine
payout because I’m playing
more money per spin?

— Jason A.
You would think, Jason,

that when you are betting an
abundant crop
of nickels per
s p i n , y o u
should be get-
ting at least a
quarter-slot
p a y b a c k .
Unfortunately,
you’re proba-
bly not. Rea-
s o n b e i n g ,

even though the machine may
be designed to take 50, even
100 nickels per spin, the casi-
no wants to keep that higher
edge because lots of players
play far fewer coins than that.

Yes, Jason, technically, in
coin amount played, you are
a quarter player, but your
machine will only give you a
nickel-slot payback, even if
you play some hefty change
per yank of the handle. Obvi-
ously, I can’t speak for all slot
managers and what they are
acquiring, but if a casino has
an 88 percent return on its
traditional nickel machines,
it probably orders an 88 per-
cent payback on their multi-
line/multicoin machines.

The reason the casinos are
putting in multiline/multi-
coin quarter machines is
because players love them.
That doesn’t mean you have to
play them. Instead, if you are
a low-budget player, try a
three-coin nickel machine
instead. You also do not have
to play every line if you do
favor them. One way to stretch
your bankroll is to play fewer
than the maximum lines
allowed. On most machines
you might give up a little bit in
hit frequency, but nothing in
long-term payback.

Far too many players,
Jason, are betting big-time
bucks on multiline/multi-
coin machines despite the
relatively low paybacks. They

Please see SLOTS, Page C2
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at the Waverly Community House
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From left: Danielle

Vinskofski of Taylor,

Joann Cummings of Clarks

Summit and Steven

Russell of Chapman Lake

From left: Danielle Carpenter, Adriane Heine, Sharon

Byrne, all of Waverly, Deb Marchetta of Clarks

Summit and Nancy Sarno de los Rios of Waverly

Simone Becque, left, and

Kelly Barrows, both of

Syracuse, N.Y.

Katrina Janeski and

Marc Boriosi, both of

Clarks Summit

Greg Matthews and Kim

Barrows, both of Waverly
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