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Dear Mark: Now that foot-
ball season is finally under
way, please explain the differ-
ences between making a
point-spread wager and bet-
ting the money line. Also, any
thoughts regarding a Super
Bowl futures bet?

— David D.

With $1 billion-plus on the
line, sports book operators
are very pleased that the NFL
lockout of 2011 is resolved,
especially since wagering on
college and pro football
accounts for approximately

43 percent of
their sports
action.

The casino
doesn’t pocket
a cool billion;
it’s more like
5.5 percent of
t h e t o t a l
a m o u n t
w a g e r e d .

Below are two, every-Sunday
ways the house reaches into
your wallet.

With a straight, point-
spread bet, you simply pick
one side or the other to win

the game, plus or minus the
point spread on the board.
When placing a point-spread
wager, you lay 11 to win 10.
That means if you want to
win $100, you have to wager
$110 no matter which team
you are betting on. If you
win, you will collect $210,
which is your $110 wager
plus the $100 winnings. The
11 for 10 commission, also
called a vigorish (aka vig), is
the compensation taken by
the house on every straight,
point-spread bet wagered.

Perhaps, David, you were

interested in assuming more
risk for a greater reward. You
can do this by betting the
underdog without points by
making a money line bet.

A money line bet, simply
called the line, is a wager on
the straight up total of an
event where a favorite
involves laying odds, or put-
ting up more money than
will be won, and a bet on the
underdog involves taking
odds. By examining the
board closely, you will notice
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T
omorrow marks the 10th anniversary of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on America.

Elaborate memorials have been construct-
ed, or are under construction, at the three
sites where hijackers murdered nearly 3,000

people by intentionally crashing four airliners on
that fateful day. Each memorial has a website where
you can learn more about the people and events of
that day, more about the individual sites or even
plan a trip to visit the memorials.

The day’s horrors began when Flight 11 slammed
into the North Tower of the World
Trade Center at 8:46 a.m., followed 17
minutes later by Flight 175 hitting
the South Tower. The 9/11 Memorial
and Museum at the World Trade
Center site in New York still is under
construction, but there will be a ded-
ication ceremony tomorrow for vic-
tims’ families. It will open to the pub-
lic on Monday, but you must get pass-
es in advance to visit. Passes can be

reserved at 911memorial.org, the official website of
the memorial.

New York City

You can do much more than just get passes at the
site. It is a comprehensive look at the attack, the
World Trade Center, victims, survivors and the
planning and design of the memorial itself.

The site is rich with stunning visuals — photos,
architectural renderings, animations, videos, maps
and artwork. There’s an impressive virtual tour of
the memorial that gives you a real appreciation for
the complexity and scale of the site.

An interactive timeline of the day of the attacks
includes photos, videos and moving audio clips
from victims and survivors. Listening to a mother
tell her son aboard doomed Flight 93 that he needs
to rally the passengers to retake control of the plane
because the hijackers are “hellbent” on crashing it
— then telling him that she loves him as she hangs
up — is just heartbreaking.

Tabs across the top of the page have dropdown
menus that allow you to explore different areas. The
first one has information and resources to help you
plan a trip to the memorial. You can reserve passes,
organize group trips, get directions, familiarize
yourself with the memorial’s features, make special
arrangements if you’re a 9/11 family member,
download a mobile app guide and more.

There also are tabs explaining all aspects of the
memorial and museum. They contain information
and visuals on the design process, the architects,
exhibits and more.

The “Teach & Learn” tab has resources for edu-
cators to help explain the significance of that day to
students. Remember, most kids in elementary
school now were not born yet or were too young to
remember 9/11. What has become an indelible
moment in the lives of most adults is as distant as
Pearl Harbor to grade schoolers.

Finally, there’s a section where you can donate
time or resources toward developing and maintain-
ing the memorial. For instance, for $100 you can
sponsor a cobblestone, or for $1,000 you can sponsor
a granite paver. Volunteers also will be used in the
daily operation of the memorial.

There’s much more to the 9/11 Memorial website
than I was able to cover here. It’s well designed and

easy to use. Good organization and typography
combine with strong visuals to make visiting the
site an engaging experience.

The Pentagon

Less than an hour after the first plane hit in New
York, Flight 77 plowed into the Pentagon in Arling-
ton, Va. The National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial was
dedicated on Sept. 11, 2008, and is the only one of
the three memorials that’s been completed. Pen-

tagonmemorial.org is its official website, and it has
similar functions to the New York page.

The three main sections of the site allow you to
learn about 9/11, explore the memorial and plan a
trip to visit the memorial in person. Each section
makes good use of text, photos, video, audio and
animation to deliver its message. An interactive
map and timelines are some of the highlights of the
site. There’s also a section where you can make
donations to help perpetuate the memorial. Like the
New York website, the Pentagon Memorial site is
well designed and easy to navigate.

Shanksville, Pa.

Just over an hour after the first plane hit, passen-
gers on Flight 93 — alerted to the morning’s events
via phone calls to and from loved ones — banded
together and attacked the terrorists in the cockpit.
The hijackers plunged the plane to the ground in
Shanksville, Pa. rather than surrendering, crash-
ing 20 minutes short of their intended target — the
U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

The website for the memorial being constructed
to honor the heroic actions of the passengers and
crew of that flight is www.honorflight93.org. The
project still is under construction, but a dedication
ceremony is being held this weekend. The memori-
al is the only one of the three to be part of the
National Park Service and also is featured on its
website at nps.gov/flni.

Photos, renderings, animations, video and audio
are all used to good effect on the site, as on the other
sites. However, the Honor Flight 93 site doesn’t have
the depth and breadth of the other two sites. It
focuses on this one aspect of 9/11 without including
much about New York or the Pentagon. There’s a
brief history, details on the memorial and the oppor-
tunity to donate on the site.

While all of the memorials have had their trou-
bles with planning and funding, I get the impres-
sion from the Internet chatter I came across that
this memorial still is struggling to realize its vision.
If that’s the case, it’s a shame because the people on
that plane showed that Americans are at their best
when things are at their worst.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for The Times-
Tribune. Contact him at koneill@timesshamrock.com
with links to your favorite websites.
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InSites

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Mar-
ko Marcinko Jazz Group.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Monday, Dashboard Mary;
Tuesday, Malcolm.

CARL VON LUGER STEAK AND

SEAFOOD, 301 N. Washington
Ave.: Fridays, jazz night with
Marko Marcinko.

CAVERNA, 602 Church St., Jes-
sup: today: Marilyn Kennedy.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn,
Route 6, Dickson City: today,
Ugly Shirt Band; Sunday, kara-
oke; Wednesday, Bike Nite.

COOPER’S WATERFRONT, 304
Kennedy Blvd., Pittston: today,
The Invisible Swordsmen; Sun-
day, Wanabees.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove

Haven Resort: today, Willy
Asbury and Wildfire; Sunday,
Wildfire; Paradise Stream

Resort: today, Tom D’Addario
and Group Du Jour; Sunday,
Joe Franzo; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, Mike Jones and
The Byrd Pressley Band; Sun-
day, Group Du Jour.

ELEANOR RIGBY’S, 603 Scran-
ton-Carbondale Highway, Jer-
myn: Thursdays, bike night.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727
S. State St., Clarks Summit:
Thursdays, jazz music with
Kenny McGraw and Ron Leas.

GUBBIO’S, 411 Chestnut St.,
Dunmore: today, Eric & Kristen
from Tribes.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

IRISH WOLF PUB, Linden
Street: Sunday, WFTE benefit
with Blue Sugar Riot, E.J.
DeRoy and Mandy Lynn.

JJ BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Last Call.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.:
today, Jax; Tuesday, DJ Ben.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Mace In Dickson.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Darin Cumpston.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Jeff Lewis.

MOHEGAN SUN AT POCONO

DOWNS, Wilkes-Barre: today,Des-
tination West.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO, Mount
Pocono: today, CJT Band; Sun-
day, Chris Barrett.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125 Beech
St.: Saturdays,DJ Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Blush.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, R.J. Scouton from Steal-
ing Neil.

MUSIC
THE YOUNG GEEZERS: today,

food and refreshments 6 p.m.,
show 7 p.m., Lacawac Sanctu-
ary carriage house, 94 Sanctu-
ary Road, Lake Ariel. 689-9494.

JOE NARDONE’S DOO WOP: today,
7 p.m., F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes-
Barre, $39.50/$49.50. 876-
1100. Visit www.kirbycenter.org.

ABBA THE CONCERT: ABBA trib-
ute, today, 9 p.m., Mount Airy
Casino Resort, Mount Pocono,
$25/$40. 866-468-7619.

JIBBERJAZZ FESTIVAL: Meeting of
the Minds IV, today, Poyntelle.

CHAI FOUND MUSIC WORKSHOP

ENSEMBLE: Sunday, 3 p.m., Uni-
versity of Scranton Houlihan-
McLean Center, free. 941-6312.

Slots & payouts
Slot machine revenue

Aug. 22 through 28

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $57,048,784
Payouts: $51,362,769
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$455,107,839
Active slot machines: 2,332

Mount Airy
Casino Resort
Wagers: $34,899,226

Payouts: $31,561,082
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$321,380,469
Active slot machines:

2,275

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem
Wagers: $65,472,018
Payouts: $59,065,114
Payouts fiscal year to date:

$597,095,454
Active slot machines:

3,024

SOURCE: PENNSYLVANIA

GAMING CONTROL BOARD

Bettors have two ways to make wagers on football games

Michelle and Gary

Ryman of Scott Twp.

From left, Sonny and

Mary Parry of Blakely

and Paul Gilroy

of Scranton

Stephen and Lillian Shust

of Jermyn

Donna and Art Stackel

of Jermyn

Jennifer, left, and Kristen

Hlavaty of Jermyn

Betty and Donald

Stephens of Jermyn
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Memorials honoring
victims rise at the
sites of the attacks
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Kids and 9/11

Young children don’t have the same emotional
connection to 9/11 as those who were old
enough to remember it. Parents or teachers who
want to talk about, or teach, to grade-school-age
kids about the tragedy can find resources includ-
ing lesson plans, activities, videos and more at:

• 911memorial.org/teach-learn

• pentagonmemorial.org/learn/education-

materials
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