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Shuffle
deck more,
lose more

Dear Mark: I’m con-
fused as to your answer last
week to George R. regard-
ing shuffling machines.
You stated, “What continu-
ous shuffling machines

and noncon-
t i n u o u s
s h u f f l e r s
alike will do
is to cause
the average
p l aye r t o
lose more,
s i m p l y
b e c a u s e
more hands
are dealt per

hour.” I always assumed
that playing on an auto-
matic shuffling machine
was different than continu-
ous shufflers and were
okay to play on.

— Dan L.

Agreed, Dan, there is a
difference between a con-
tinuous shuffling machine
and a noncontinuous auto-
matic shuffler. A CSM ran-
domly shuffles the discards
after every round played,
making for a game that
flows faster, try 20 percent
more hands per hour,
which in turn increases
your theoretical loss by the
same measure.

But noncontinuous auto-
matic shufflers will also
cause the average player to
lose more — again, simply
because more hands are
dealt per hour. With shuf-
fling machines of any kind,
the built-in edge the casino
holds doesn’t change, yet
the speed of the game does.

On average, Dan, plan on
losing more money per
hour against continuous
shufflers, followed by non-
continuous automatic shuf-
flers, followed by what you
should want to play on in
the first place, hand-shuf-
fled games.

Dear Mark: I have been
playing cribbage for 27
years and have yet to get a
29 hand. I saw my first one
last week but unfortunate-
ly it was not mine. What
are the odds of getting a 29
hand? Is it harder than a
royal flush?

— Lyle H.
Cribbage involves the

playing and grouping of
cards in combinations to
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Deal Me In

A
fter nine years, the war that was precipi-
tated by the attacks on the World Trade
Center, Pentagon and the skies over Penn-
sylvania rages hotter than ever in
Afghanistan.

It’s a frightening reality that a small group of
fanatical terrorists, armed with box-cutters and a
diabolically ingenious plan, spawned two wars,
world-wide economic chaos and a restructuring of
the U.S. government. They also murdered nearly
3,000 innocent people. The man who was behind
the cowardly attacks, Osama bin Laden, is still

alive and free after nine years of
intensive hunting by the most pow-
erful nation on earth.

As we mark this somber anniversa-
ry and honor the fallen, it’s important
that we don’t let the sharpness of the
pain felt that day become too dull
with the passage of time. Letting
down our guard would be an invita-
tion to our enemies to attack again.
While few who witnessed the towers

fall, live or on television, will ever forget it, life does
go on. However, we should still remember the les-
sons of the day if we don’t want to live it again.

There are many websites devoted to Sept. 11. An
inordinate amount seem to be devoted to conspiracy
theories that reveal the “truth” about the attacks. In
response, there are also a lot of “debunking” sites
shooting holes in the conspiracy theories. The gov-
ernment has an official Sept. 11 Commission site,
and, of course, there are sites voicing the opinions of
those on the left and right of the political spectrum.

Preserving the memory

The September 11 Digital Archive, 911digitalar-
chive.org, is a website devoted to preserving the
history of that day, and the response to it, with no
apparent political agenda. The site’s stated goal is
“to create a permanent record of the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.” The Library of Congress has add-
ed the site to it’s collection, which should ensure its
permanence.

The site contains a variety of media that help to
preserve the events of that infamous day. Stories
from survivors, and others who felt compelled to
share their experiences, have been collected from
submissions to the website, and through the site’s
partnerships with the Smithsonian Institution, the
Red Cross and other organizations. The recollections
are in both written and audio formats. The people
sharing their stories come from all walks of life and
put a human face on the horrific events of the day.

Collections of e-mails sent by people to friends,
family and co-workers on Sept. 11 and the days

immediately after give a glimpse of people’s mind-
set. The rawness of the emotions is evident in
these spontaneous, informal communications
exchanged as smoke still poured from the rubble,
the sky was free of aircraft and there were more
questions than answers.

Documents from the New York fire department,
the National Guard and other agencies and organi-
zations are preserved on the site as well. There’s
even a collection of flyers, posters, cards, programs
and more from the streets of New York from the day
of the attack up to a year later. Transcripts of inter-
views with people of middle-eastern ethnicity who
were affected by the Sept. 11 backlash, some who suf-
fered mild harrasment and some who were arrested
and had their lives turned upside down, reveal some
of the ugly internal conflict that ensued.

Scenes you’ll never forget

Of course there are lots of visuals on the site. That
day provided some of the most dramatic images that
most people will ever see, and they were replayed
again and again until they were seared into our
brains. Looking at the photos of the towers being hit,
burning and finally falling, and then the ghostly,
dust-covered aftermath brings back some of the
emotions of the day. Shock. Disbelief. Fear. Anger. I
know some people who claim they have never been
able to bring themselves to watch video of that day.

There are more uplifting images on the site as
well. Photos of rebuilding, American flags, couples
posing in front of the “old” skyline, as well as art-
work celebrating America are mixed in with the
more somber pictures. Animations from diverse
political views attempt to use humor to deal with
the tragedy.

There’s also a section for researchers, a section to
contribute your stories, documents or images, a
“Frequently Asked Questions” section and links to
other Sept. 11-themed sites.

The navigation and organization of the site are
fine, but the design is not very visually compelling.
While the site is intended to run forever, it’s creators
stopped updating it in 2004. They still collect submis-
sions to the site and add them to the digital archive,
but they don’t post any new items on the site itself.

The content on the site comes unedited from peo-
ple with varied backgrounds and beliefs, and the
links lead to sites both reputable and ridiculous. The
result is a neutral collection of information that
gives a broad, nuanced view of an historic, world-
changing event. It will also leave you with tears in
your eyes.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for The Times-Tribune.
Contact him at koneill@timesshamrock.com with links to
your favorite websites.
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InSites

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729

Oak St.: today, Eye 81 Duo.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn
Ave.: today, Retro Rocket.

CAMELOT RESTAURANT &

INN, 17 Johnson Road, Clarks
Summit: Wednesdays, DJ.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY

TIKI BAR, 821 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
The Third Nut.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAIN-

MENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
Rick Larrimore Tribute to Rod
Stewart; Sunday, Wildfire; Par-

adise Stream Resort: today,
Group Du Jour; Sunday, The
Byrd Pressley Band; Pocono

Palace Resort: today, Wildfire;
Sunday, Group Du Jour.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: Tuesday,
Marilyn Kennedy; Wednes-
days, open mike.

JJ BRIDGES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
The Brandon Quinn Band.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Mace in Dickson; Tuesdays,
open mike with Chris Langan.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Deja Vu.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.:
today, Last Call.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO

RESORT, Mount Pocono:
The Cabana Bar: today and
Sunday, Blue Hawaiian;
Red’s, today, Bud Noble;
Sunday, Roy Ramos.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Four Way Street.

OWN LEE PLACE,Clarks Sum-
mit: Wednesdays,Mike Antosh.

PARKER HOUSE TAVERN, 12
E. Parker St.: today, Party
with Marty.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK

HOUSE, Mohegan Sun Casi-
no, Wilkes-Barre: Fridays and
Saturdays, Jim Waltich Jazz
Trio featuring Erin Malloy.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lack-
awanna Ave., Olyphant:
today, comedy show and
Wannabees.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
karaoke with DJ Cosmo.

TRAX, Radisson at Lackawan-
na Station hotel: today, DJ
Ben O’Leary.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, SLAKR.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,

Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with
DJ Tony Piazza; today, Dad-
dy-O and the Sax Maniax.

MUSIC
STARSHIP FEATURING MICK-

EY THOMAS: today, 6 and 9
p.m., Gypsies Nightclub and
Lounge, Mount Airy Casino,
Mount Pocono, $35/$50.

ED AND ANGIE STABACK

COMMUNITY CONCERT: The
Continentals, Sunday, 5 to
6:30 p.m., Aylesworth Park,
Jermyn, free.

SHAVERTOWN UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH FINE ARTS

SERIES: Sandi Patty, Sunday,
7 p.m., 163 N. Pioneer Ave.,
$20. 675-3616 or 881-9468.

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES:

The Helmsmen, Sunday, 6
p.m., Shepherd’s Grove Pavil-
ion, free-will offerings accept-
ed. 563-1873.

Casino Wagers &
Payouts
For the week of Aug. 23

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $50,879,251
Payouts: $45,798,880
Average Daily Taxable

Win/Slot/Day: $262.54
Promotional Plays: $931,145
State tax: $1,410,736
Active Slot Machines: 2,258

Mount Airy Casino

Wagers: $42,638,480
Payouts: $38,825,148
Average Daily Taxable

Win/Slot/Day: $166.61
Promotional Plays: $954,814
State tax: $971,895
Active Slot Machines: 2,451

Sands Bethlehem

Wagers: $75,073,513
Payouts: $67,568,611
Average Daily Taxable

Win/Slot/Day: $255.94
Promotional Plays:

$2,072,728
State tax: $1,846,939
Active Slot Machines: 3,032Please see PLACES, Page C3

Please see DEAL, Page C2

Window &
Door Store

Take advantage of our lowest pricing of the year on all
Marvin and Integrity Window & Door Products!

213 South 7th Avenue - Scranton, PA 570-963-5951 • 800-679-5951

September 4th -
September 25th, 2010

5951595159515951595159515951595159515951

Fall
Sales
EventStop by today between

11am - 3pm & talk to a
manufacturer representative
at our Fall Showroom Event.

Prize Giveaways!
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