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Casinos use
differing
comp rules

Dear Mark: In general,
how much money has to be
gambled to earn enough
points for complimentary
meals and hotel rooms. I’ve
always gotten vague respons-

es from the
casinos and
gamblers.

— Morris

R.

The reason
for the elusive
replies, Mor-
ris, is because
the formula

for getting the goodies differs
from casino to casino, even
between contiguous casinos.

For slot players, many of
the Player’s Club brochures
describe your rewards by
points accumulated. When
you insert your slot club card
into a slot machine, the mag-
netic strip enables the casino
to know exactly how much
money you are actually bet-
ting. The slot machine tracks
your coin-in play, then funds
your slot club card with comp
points. The greater the coin-
in, the more compensation
the casino is willing to part
with. But again, Morris, side-
by-side casinos have different
point totals to justify their
freebies, so refer to your Play-
er’s Club brochure or slot
host to see what you need to
play for a hot and a cot.

The pit may use a different
criterion to assess your rat-
ing and eligibility for room,
food and beverages. In the
casinos I worked in, we con-
sidered your average bet,
how many hours you were
possibly going to play, speed
of the game, and the casino
advantage. This, in theory,
computes essentially your
expected loss to us over a cer-
tain period of time.

Here’s an example of that
formula: Suppose you are
betting $10 a hand for three
hours, averaging 100 hands
per hour, saddled with a
house advantage of 5 percent
the casino holds over the
average blackjack player. We
could predict that you should
lose $150 ($10 x three hours x
100 hands x .05 = $150). Since
you were putting a decent
chunk of change ($3,000) “in
action” over a calculated
stretch of time, yes, Morris, a
free trip to the chow line, that
really cost you $150, might be
warranted.
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art of my job as an
artist for The Times-
Tribune involves cre-
ating information
graphics. Sometimes

these graphics need to show how a
process, a system, or even a
machine works. Over the years I’ve
had to illustrate such varied sub-
jects as how elevators work, how

sprinklers in a
bu i l d i n g k n ow
when to go off dur-
ing a fire and how
windmills generate
electricity.

In addition to
talking to experts in
t h e f i e l d I ’ m
a t t e m p t i n g t o
explain visually, I

also do some online research. The
first place I usually look is how-

stuffworks.com.

The site is a treasure trove of
knowledge on a wide variety of
subjects, ranging from animal
training to zippers. The explana-
tions are delivered via a combina-
tion of the written word, videos,
animations and graphics.

When I use the site, I have a very
specific subject in mind related to
the graphic I’m designing. There’s
a search field at the top of the page
where I’ll type in the object of my
desire. The site then takes me to a
page with articles that explain how
the stuff I’m looking for works.

In addition to the articles that
show up on the search results

page, there are also a handful
of sponsored results — also
known as ads — displayed

at the top. There are also
buttons in the left

hand column
for images,

v i d e o s ,
e x p e r t
r e v i e w s
and Web
results for

my search. Also in that column
there’s an area with links to relat-
ed subjects, and an area listing
your recent searches.

The articles are usually very
clear and thorough. They are bro-
ken down into sequential sections
spanning several pages. A table of
contents at the beginning of the
article allows you to jump to spe-
cific sections. Videos, photos,
drawings and animations are scat-
tered throughout, helping to clari-
fy the explanations. There are
hyperlinks on many of the techni-
cal terms that take you to articles
explaining them.

Lots of stuff

There’s much more to this site
than just searching for specific
subjects. Next to the search field
are six links to different areas of
the site:

■ Video: These explanations are
strictly video, without the written
articles. There’s a “Video of the
Day,” “Top Playlists,” “Most
Watched,” “Recently Added,”
and a clickable list of categories
and subcategories of all the vid-
eos on the site.

■ Podcasts: Various categories
are covered here, such as, “Stuff
You Should Know,” “BrainStuff,”
TechStuff” and more.

■ Blogs: Some of the “best
brains on the Web” write about
everything from cars to science
to “The Coolest Stuff on the
Planet.”

■ Quizzes: You can earn points,
and compete with other users,
while testing your knowledge of
everything from surviving animal
attacks to the joys of sex.

■ Games: Dozens of games that
can be played online or down-
loaded are available.

■ RSS: You can subscribe to Real-
ly Simple Syndication (RSS)
feeds on a variety of subjects, or
have them sent to your e-mail.

Stuff for everybody

Back on the home page there’s
more stuff to explore. Under the
search bar there are tabs listing
the general categories the site cov-
ers. Clicking on “Adventure” for
instance, will take you to a page
that features “Diving with Sharks.”
Under the featured “Adventure”
items there are subcategories
including: “Air Sports,” “Climb-
ing,” “Hunting” and more. Under
the subcategories there are related
videos and suggestions for other
subjects you might like.

Below the tabs on the home page
is a section with featured articles.
As I write this, the featured sub-
jects are “Crude Oil Market,” “Oth-
er Universes,” “Job Interview” and
“Software Piracy.”

Further down on the page are
links to quizzes, top 10 lists, picture
galleries, games, videos and a
“Random Zone.” You click a but-
ton in the “Random Zone” and the
items are replaced with a selection
of unrelated lists, quizzes, facts
and articles. On the bottom of the
page there are trivia questions,
quotes, facts and a daily poll.

The site has a clean design with
simple navigation. A few links take
you away from the main template,
causing you to lose the sitewide nav-
igation buttons, which is a little
frustrating. The ads are fairly unob-
trusive, but there are some annoy-
ing pop-ups if you accidentally hov-
er over an ad too long.

It’s easy to spend a lot of time on
the site exploring. One link leads
to another and before you know it,
an hour is gone. If you’re doing
research for school or work, just
like learning about a particular
subject, or if you’re looking for an
interesting way to kill time online,
this is a good site to do it on.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with
links to your favorite websites.

KEVIN

O’NEILL

InSites

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Aug. 30 - Sept. 5

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $56,974,648
Payouts: $51,189,988
State tax: $1,599,303
Payouts to date:

$445,331,348
Active slot machines: 2,358

Mount Airy

Wagers: $46,227,194
Payouts: $42,000,470
State tax: $1,137,083
Payouts to date:

$361,727,120
Active slot machines: 2,451

Sands, Bethlehem

Wagers: $72,691,515
Payouts: $65,593,190
State tax: $1,801,994
Payouts to date:

$599,999,168
Active slot machines: 3,029
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Deal Me In

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn Ave.:
today, Eponymous.

CAMELOT RESTAURANT & INN,

17 Johnson Road, Clarks Sum-
mit: Wednesday, DJ.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY

TIKI BAR, 821 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Mike
Antosh.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove Haven

Resort: today, The Byrd Pressley
Band; Sunday, Somethin’ Else;
Paradise Stream Resort: today,
Group Du Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, Wildfire; Sunday,
Group Du Jour.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Wise
Crackers comedy; Wednes-
days, open mike.

JJ BRIDGES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Crimson Tears.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Chris Langan and Wags; Tues-
days, open mike with Chris
Langan.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Classic Rock Express.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Category 5.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,

Mount Pocono: Gypsies Night-

club and Lounge: today, Asian
Moon fest; Red’s, today, Bud
Noble; Sunday, Roy Ramos.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, The Fungi’s.

OWN LEE PLACE, Clarks Sum-
mit: Wednesdays, Mike
Antosh.

PARKER HOUSE TAVERN, 12 E.
Parker St.: today, DJ Marilyn
Kennedy.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ Hon-
ey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio featuring
Erin Malloy.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Rocken Bob.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
karaoke with DJ Cosmo.

TRAX, Radisson at Lackawanna
Station hotel: today, DJ Ben
O’Leary.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Summit:
today, Retro Rocket.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,

Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with DJ
Tony Piazza; Saturday, Destina-
tion West CD-release party.

MUSIC
COAL CRACKER MUSIC FESTI-

VAL: live music by Boombox,
Rogue Chimp, Erthan and more,
today, 1 p.m., Eleanor Rigby’s,
Jermyn.

DARAJA CHILDREN’S CHOIR OF

AFRICA: today,Parker Hill Church,
Clarks Summit; Sunday,Parker Hill
Church,Dickson City,doors open
at 5 p.m.,donations accepted.

GRISHA GORYACHEV, FLAMENCO

GUITAR: Classical Guitar Society
of NEPA, today, 8 p.m., Marian
Chapel, Marywood University.

JASON ALDEAN: today, 7:30
p.m., Mohegan Sun Arena at
Casey Plaza.

THE MENDELSSOHN PIANO TRIO:

Sunday, 5 p.m., Houlihan-
McLean Center, the University of
Scranton, free.

ARTS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN:

Sadie Green Sales Jugband,
Sunday; workshop at 2:30 p.m.;
show at 4 p.m., 300 School St.,
Clarks Summit; free-will offerings
accepted.
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Allied Rehab is pleased to host a free community screening to individuals
managing the symptoms of Parkinson’s Disease.
If you or someone you know has Parkinson’s Disease and would like to have a free functional assessment
addressing mobility, balance, strength, safety, speech or swallowing issues, and daily activities such as
dressing, please call Allied Rehab for a free functional screening.

Information will also be available about Allied Rehab LSVT Big & Loud program.
Big & Loud is an exciting new treatment program for managing the symptoms
of Parkinson’s.

Screening days are Sept. 23rd and Nov. 4th in the Allied Services
Community Room. Please call (570) 341–4664 to reserve a time slot.
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