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Gambling
age different
across U.S.

Dear Mark: I am many
years my wife’s senior, yet
my 19-year-old wife got
charged with illegal gam-
bling whilst I sat with her. I
agree, I should have known,
asked, looked for anything on
gambling age limits, but I
didn’t before I allowed her to
play. If the casino and county
in Nevada can’t make money
one way, they’ll do it, discrete-
ly, charging $737 for “under-
age gambling.” How clever,
don’t you think?

— Ray F.

You’re right, Ray, you
should have known, asked, or
looked for gambling age lim-

its. It’s that
responsibility
thing. Your
responsibility.

That said, I
do see where
it can be a bit
c o n f u s i n g ,
since some
states have dif-
fering legal

gambling ages, requiring the
same minimum age for all
types of gambling in some,
while for others, it’s activity-
dependent. Take for instance,
New Jersey, where an 18-year-
old can bet the ponies, but
must hang around another
three years before entering a
casino.

With Indian gaming, tribes
are free to set their own legal
limits. For example, in Califor-
nia, the legal age to gamble is
18 years or older. However,
most Indian casinos serve
alcohol and have arbitrarily
set the minimum age to 21 to
comply with what’s required
for their alcohol license.

Although your wife was
fined $737 for under-aged
gambling, she got off light as
the much larger penalty goes
to the casino for not prevent-
ing it. Where you played, in
Nevada, the law says that
casinos can face thousands
and thousands in fines for
allowing underage gamblers
to play.

How about this whopper:
the Las Vegas Hilton once
had to fork over $350,000 when
kids waiting in line for the
Star Trek attraction were
allowed to linger in the casi-
no. The New Jersey Casino
Control Commission fined
Caesar’s in Atlantic City a
hefty $100,000 by for letting a
17-year-old play blackjack and
drink. Casinos are expected
to, try to, and do, adhere to
very strict rules to maintain
their gaming licenses.

I
f you find the never-ending
torrent of bad news depress-
ing, there’s a website you can
visit that puts a humorous
and irreverent twist on it all.

At www.theonion.com, all the sto-
ries and events covered by the more
traditional news services are merci-
lessly ridiculed.

Using humor, the site manages to
reveal the absurd truths that those

in power so often try
to clumsily conceal. It
plays no favorites —
politicians of all
stripes, religion, pop-
ular culture — they’re
all fair game for the
writers at The Onion.

The humor is adult-
oriented, nothing
obscene or porno-

graphic, but with some language and
themes not appropriate for minors
(not that they’d be interested in a lot
of it). For instance, the lead story on
the home page as I write this bears
the headline “Mexico Killed in Drug
Deal,” accompanied by a photo of
corpses piled around pools of blood.
The story goes on to tell how all 111
million Mexican citizens were
caught in the crossfire of a drug deal
gone bad.

Fake news played straight

The articles are written like
straight news stories, which only
amplifies the ridiculousness of the
copy. Some examples from the Mexi-
can drug story:

“We just heard some shouting at

first and then a bunch of gunshots,”

said Allan Curtis, who was on vaca-

tion with four friends. “It probably

only lasted for a few minutes, but

when we came out there were like 8

million bodies in the streets.”

At press time, U.S. drug dealers said

they were not sure how or when the

vast supplies of marijuana left behind

by the Mexican cartels would reach

their intended consumers, but they

wished to assure the American public

that they are doing all they can.

There are tabs for a dozen differ-
ent categories at the top of the home
page, including Sports, Politics,
World, Economy and Entertainment.
Each of the sections has a collection
of satirical articles, photos with
humorous captions, videos and
sound clips from Onion Radio.
There’s also a feature called “Ameri-
can Voices” that has fake man-in-the-
street opinions on stories or facts
from the section.

The Onion’s opinion

The Opinion section has The
Onion’s very own “columnists” shar-
ing their wisdom on the events of
the day, as well as random nonsense.
Editorial cartoons are also included
in this section.

The sports section is a parody of
ESPN called Onion Sports Network.
It has a different logo and color
scheme than the rest of the Onion
site, but it has the same type of con-
tent and humor aimed at sports.

The Onion Store has lots of mer-
chandise, and various subscription
options, available for purchase.
There’s clothing, mugs, glasses, cal-
endars, golf balls and almost any-
thing else you can think of adorned
with the Onion logo, humorous
headlines or phrases. There are
Onion-themed books, maps and gift
sets. You can also buy framed
reprints of “classic” Onion front
pages from their print edition and
magazines. Subscriptions to their
print products and apps for digital
devices are also sold in the store.

The site is set up to look like a tra-
ditional newspaper website. There’s
a featured story with a large head-
line and photo near the top of the
first column, and smaller pictures
and headlines below it and in the
adjacent columns. Headlines with
short introductions link you to more
in-depth stories.

It’s a fun site to visit regularly for
a few quick laughs and to remind us
how ridiculous the mainstream
media can sometimes be. Lingering
too long on the site however starts to
have the same effect as watching or
reading too much news — the sub-
ject matter starts to get depressing
and the sarcasm starts to wear a lit-
tle thin.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.
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Some Onion headlines

■ Pope Vows To Get Church
Pedophilia Down To Acceptable
Levels

■ Classic Movie ‘Avatar’ Updated
For Today’s Audiences

■ 6,000 Runners Fail To Discover
Cure For Breast Cancer

■ Hollywood Rangers To Manage
Overpopulation Problem By Kill-
ing Off 1,200 Celebrities

■ CVS Now Selling Cheaper, CVS-
Brand ‘People’ Magazine

■ Heroic Pit Bull Journeys 2,000
Miles to Attack Owner

■ Denny’s Introduces ‘Just A
Humongous Bucket of Eggs and
Meat’

■ Dog Breeders Issue Massive
Recall of ’07 Pugs

■ US Vows To Defeat Whoever It
Is We’re At War With

■ Homeless Drifters Of Santa Bar-
bara Feverishly Await Women’s
Beach Volleyball Tournament

The Onion’s website takes
sarcastic look at the news

RIGHT: Linda and Jim

Sheerer of Avoca

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729 Oak

St.: today, Marilyn Kennedy.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY

TIKI BAR, 821 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Dustin Switzer.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAIN-

MENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
The Byrd Pressley Band; Sun-
day, Group Du Jour; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Pal-

ace Resort: today and Sun-
day, Wildfire.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today,
Wise Crackers comedy;
Wednesdays, open mike.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: today, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Long Strange Trip; Tuesdays,
open mike with Chris Langan.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Tony Vergnetti.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.:
today, Bee Knees.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO

RESORT, Mount Pocono:
Gypsies Nightclub and

Lounge: today, Charansalsa;
Red’s, today, Music for Mod-
els Trio; Sunday, Roy Ramos.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Dropveil, Coriolis
and Beyond Eden.

OWN LEE PLACE,Clarks Sum-
mit: Wednesdays,Mike Antosh.

PARKER HOUSE TAVERN, 12
E. Parker St.: today, DJ Missy.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB,125
Beech St.: today,DJ Honey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL,700 Lackawa-
nna Ave.: today,Tony Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: today, Jim Waltich Jazz
Trio featuring Erin Malloy.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop:
today, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lack-
awanna Ave., Olyphant:
today, Doublecross.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,Scott
Exit 199: today,DJ Rocken Bob.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
karaoke with DJ Cosmo.

TRAX,Radisson at Lackawanna
Station hotel: today,DJ Cadillac.

WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,

Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with
DJ Tony Piazza.

SEASONAL
CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER:

today, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., St.
Michael’s Orthodox Church
Center, 403 Delaware St., Jer-
myn. 489-9024 or 876-1241.

OKTOBERFEST: sponsored by
William Walker Hose Compa-
ny, today, 5 p.m., 803 Penn
Ave., Mayfield. Visit www.
cornclamslam.com.

MAD MOON BALL: today, 8
p.m. to midnight, Afa Gal-
lery, 514 Lackawanna Ave.,
$10. 969-1040.

WAYNE COUNTY HISTORICAL

SOCIETY’S HARVEST FES-

TIVAL: featuring live music
and dinner, Sunday, 5 to 9
p.m., Bryn Mawr Mountain
Retreat and Conference
Center, $50 adults/$20 chil-
dren 6-12/children 6 and
under free. 253-3240.

GRAVESTONE MANOR THEAT-

RICAL HAUNTED HOUSE: Fri-
days and Saturdays, 7 to 11
p.m.; Sundays, 7 to 9:30
p.m., Oct. 1 through 30, Route
315, Plains Twp., $10, bene-
fits the United Way. 821-6500.

TRAILS OF TERROR HALLOW-

EEN OUTDOOR WALK: spon-
sored by Exeter Park Volunteer
Hose Company, Fridays
through Sundays, Oct. 1-
through 30, begins at dusk,
Wyoming Avenue, Exeter.
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at Cooper’s Seafood House’s Third Annual

United Way Kick-off Clam Bake
JASON FARMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ABOVE: Kay and Jim

Calvey of Scranton

RIGHT: Randy Williams

of Scranton and Eileen

Kennedy Hudson

of Matamoras

ABOVE: Jim and Karen

Reid of Glenburn

Judy and Bill Burkavage

of Clarks Summit

John and Helen Morgan

of Scranton

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Sept. 6-12

Mohegan Sun
Wagers: $52,226,042
Payouts: $47,025,059
State tax: $1,404,671
Payouts to date:

$535,096,780
Active slot machines: 2,441

Mount Airy
Wagers: $43,528,957
Payouts: $39,509,112
State tax: $997,984
Payouts to date:

$435,281,350
Active slot machines: 2,451

Sands, Bethlehem
Wagers: $71,167,688
Payouts: $64,323,051
State tax: $1,662,886
Payouts to date:

$718,714,155
Active slot machines: 3,027
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Truth inHumor
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