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E
very now and then someone
designs a useful application
that does exactly what it’s
supposed to do.

Instapaper.com is just
such an application. It’s actually a
website and an application. The pur-
pose of Instapaper is to save infor-
mation you come across online to
read later.

Of course, there already are ways
you can save items you don’t have

time to read or want
to save for later view-
ing. You can book-
mark them, email the
link to yourself or
even copy and paste
the content into
another program.
Instapaper lets you
save articles with a
single click, and you

can read them later on your mobile
device even if you’re not online.

Quick and easy

You can set up a free account on
the website which allows you to save
and view your content. Registration
and activation of your account is the
fastest and easiest setup I’ve ever
encountered on a website. Simply
click on “Create Account,” enter
your email and pick a password and
you’re instantly taken to your new
account page. There are no forms to
fill out or emailed links you have to
wait for to complete the process.

The app is available at Apple’s App
Store for $4.99. It’s designed primari-
ly for the iPhone and iPad, but it also
will work with Kindle devices and
electronic readers that use the ePub
format. The site claims the app is
“very mobile-friendly” and may
work with other smart phones.

You can read the content on the
website in the form of a link to the
site it originated on or a text version

on Instapaper.com. There are
options to download versions for
printing, or to view via Kindle or
other ePub devices.

Content saved to the website is
automatically downloaded to your
Instapaper-enabled mobile device.
Advertisements and other page clut-
ter are stripped out of the saved con-
tent, and it is formatted to be easily
read on a cell phone or iPad. The
information is saved independent of
its original website. This means you
can read it offline, and you don’t
have to worry about links expiring
or websites shutting down.

Several ways to save

There are several ways you can
send content to Instapaper. A “Read
Later” bookmarklet can be dragged
from the Instapaper site to your
browser’s toolbar. Simply click on it
whenever you come across content
you wish to save, and it’s quickly
sent to your account.

You also get a unique Instapaper
email address that can be used to
send content to the site. This works
well for information you want to
save from a page that requires you
to log in. For instance, I receive sev-
eral regular e-newsletters in my
email account. If I want to save an
item from one of them, I just for-
ward it to my Instapaper email, cir-
cumventing the need to log in to my
regular email when I want to
retrieve it.

Many apps and websites support
sending pages directly to Instapaper.
Google Reader, Twitter and Stum-
bleUpon are among the more than
140 apps and sites that have a one-
click connection to Instapaper.
There is information on the site to
help Web publishers integrate with
Instapaper.

Instapaper prides itself on its ease
of use and simple mission, but there

are a few bells and whistles. The
home page offers options to help you
organize your saved data. You can
create folders to store similar arti-
cles together. Unfortunately, you
can’t create subfolders within the
folders. You also can archive items
that you want to store indefinitely.
However, there’s no search function
that would allow you easily to locate
a specific article among the many
you may have saved.

Sharing and customizing

You also can link to several social
media sites, such as Facebook and
Twitter. This allows you to share
saved content with your contacts at
these sites. There’s also a share but-
ton on every item that allows you to
email it to whomever you like.

A browse button lets you view
articles picked by other users or the
site’s editor. The app has buttons to
view editor’s picks, friends’ picks or
just browse the Web.

The app has some features to help
you customize your viewing experi-
ence. Dark mode gives you light type
on a dark background. You can lock
the rotation so the page doesn’t flip
when you turn your device. You also
can set the pages to either scroll or
flip. Finally, sharing settings and
bookmarklets can be set up in the
app as well.

The designs of the website and
app are geared toward function and
ease of use. They’re mainly type
with minimal use of simple graph-
ics. The typography is simple and
tasteful, with a logical hierarchy.

Combining Instapaper.com with
the mobile app is a simple and inex-
pensive way to get more mileage out
of your electronic reader.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

KEVIN
O’NEILL
InSites

Saved by the click
Instapaper simply saves Web articles

SEASONAL
POCONO ENVIRONMENTAL EDU-

CATION CENTER EVENTS: Bris-
co Mountain Road, Dingmans
Ferry; raptor watching, today, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., $20; Falling

Leaves Tree ID, Oct. 8, 1 to 4
p.m., $10, adults only; PEEC-A-

Boo, nonscary, family-oriented
Halloween trail, Oct. 29, rain
date Oct. 30, 4 to 7 p.m., chil-
dren $5, 828-2319.

FALL FESTIVAL: today, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., Stewart Memorial Church,
Main Street, Old Forge, $5.

STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HIS-

TORIC SITE FALL FOLIAGE

EXCURSIONS: to Moscow,

today and Oct. 8, 9, 16 and 29,
departs 11 a.m., returns 1:30
p.m., $24/ $22/$17; to Toby-

hanna, Sunday and Oct. 22, 23
and 30, departs 11 a.m.,
returns 3:30 p.m., $34/$29/
$22; to East Stroudsburg, Oct.
15, departs 9 a.m., returns
4:30 p.m., $54/$49/$32. 340-
5204 or 888-693-9391.

GHOST DETECTIVES: presented
by Luzerne County Historical
Society and NEPA Paranormal;
Swetland Homestead Investiga-

tion, today, 7 p.m., 885 Wyoming
Ave., Wyoming, $50 LCHS mem-
bers/$55 nonmembers, reserva-
tions required. 823-6244, ext. 3.

TRAILS OF TERROR HALLOWEEN

WALK: open through Oct. 30; Fri-
days and Saturdays, dusk to 11
p.m.; Sundays, dusk to 10 p.m.;
West Wyoming Fire Department,
926 Shoemaker Ave.,West Wyo-
ming, $5, benefits West Wyoming
Fire Department. 760-3489.

GRAVESTONE MANOR THEATRI-

CAL HAUNTED HOUSE: Fridays
to Sundays through Oct. 30; Fri-
days and Saturdays, 7 to 11
p.m.; Sundays, 7 to 9:30 p.m.;
Trion Warehouse, next to Wood-
lands Inn & Resort, 1095 High-
way 315, Plains Twp., $10, bene-
fits United Way of Wyoming Val-
ley, not suitable for young
children. 821-6500. Visit www.
gravestonemanor.org.

EIGHTH ANNUAL FALL CARVE-

IN: today and Sunday, Cherry
Ridge Campground, Honesdale.
448-9017. Visit http://cherry
ridge-woodcarvers.webs.com/
fallcarvein.htm.

HAUNTED HAYRIDE: now through
Oct. 30, 2828 Rock Drive, Clarks
Summit. 586-5084 or 587-2323.
Visit www.draculasforest.com.

MAKING MIRACLES FALL FOLI-

AGE BIKE RUN: Sunday, registra-
tion 9 a.m., 50-mile ride 10 a.m.
to noon, departs Geisinger South
Wilkes-Barre, ends at Wyalusing
Hotel, $25, benefits Janet Weis
Children’s Hospital and Geisinger
Health System. 970-3404.

DUNMORE CEMETERY TOUR:

presented by The Dearly Depart-
ed Players, Sunday and Oct. 9, 2
p.m., cemetery gate, 400 Church
St., Dunmore, free. 344-3819.

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA: live

production broadcast from Roy-

al Albert Hall, Sunday, 2 p.m.;
rebroadcasts, Wednesday,
Thursday and Oct. 11, 7:30
p.m.; Cinemark 20, Moosic, and
Great Escape IMAX Dickson City
14, Dickson City.

LACKAWANNA COUNTY CHIL-

DREN’S LIBRARY: 520 Vine St.,
348-3000, ext. 3015; Pre-K Sto-

ry Time, “Fall,” Tuesday, and “Hal-
loween,” Oct. 11, 10:30 a.m.;
Miss Liz’s Drawing Group,

“Spooky Art,” Wednesday, and
“Spooky Art II,” Oct. 19, 6:30
p.m.; Ma Goose Lap Rap, “Fall Is
Here,” Friday, 10:30 a.m., and
Oct. 10, 6 p.m.; “Halloween,”
Oct. 21, 10:30 a.m.; Tales for

Tots, “Fall,” Oct. 12-13, and “Hal-
loween,” Oct. 19-20, 10:30 a.m.;
Fright Fest Halloween Party, Oct.
27, 6 p.m.; Little’s Monster

Mash, Oct. 28, 1:30 p.m.
HARVEST MOON GALA: sponsored

by Wyoming Valley Children’s Asso-
ciation,Thursday,6 p.m.,Wood-
lands Inn & Resort,Wilkes-Barre,
$100. 714-1246,ext. 309.

NIGHTMARE ON VINE STREET:

horror-themed artwork by Alex
Seeley, Erica Simon and Nick
Shotwell, on display Friday
through October, Tuesdays
through Sundays, noon to 6
p.m., New Visions Studio & Gal-
lery, 201 Vine St.; opening

reception, Friday, 5 to 10 p.m.
HARVEST & HERITAGE DAYS:

Oct. 10, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Oct. 11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., down-
town Honesdale.

FALL FOLIAGE TRIP TO GREY

TOWERS, DINGMANS FERRY

AND MILFORD: guided by natu-
ralist Jane Frye, Oct. 12,
departs 7:45 a.m., returns
about 6 p.m., leaves from Die-
trich Theater, 60 E. Tioga St.,
Tunkhannock, $100. 996-1500.

ABINGTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY

ACTIVITIES: 1200 W. Grove St.,
Clarks Summit; Harvest Party,

Oct. 15,2 to 3 p.m.; TheTell-Tale

Poe, Oct. 22,6 to 7 p.m.; Make-It,

Take-It CraftTime, “Owls,” Oct. 24,
3 to 5 p.m.; Saturday Story Hour,

“Halloween,” Oct. 29,11 to 11:45
a.m.,wear Halloween costumes.

Weekly top apps
App Store Official Charts for
the week ending Sept. 26:

Top Paid iPhone Apps:

1. Where’s My Water?
(Disney)

2. Angry Birds
(Clickgamer.com)

3. Fruit Ninja
(Halfbrick Studios)

4. Angry Birds Seasons
(Rovio Mobile Ltd.)

5. Camera+? (tap tap tap)
6. SPY mouse

(Electronic Arts)
7. WhatsApp Messenger

(WhatsApp Inc.)
8. Asphalt 6: Adrenaline

(Gameloft)

9. Angry Birds Rio
(Rovio Mobile Ltd.)

10. Words With Friends
(Newtoy Inc.)

Top Free iPhone Apps:

1. Hair Plucker (Moxy Games)
2. Temple Run

(Imangi Studios, LLC)
3. Draw ‘n’ Go: Awesome-

ness! (AlphaWeb Plus LLP)
4. Office Zombie (Fluik)
5. Google+ (Google)
6. Tiger Woods PGA TOUR

12 (Electronic Arts)
7. Stupid Ninjas

(GameResort LLC)
8. VS. Racing

(Maciek Drejak Labs)
9. Cover Orange Free+

(FDG Entertainment)
10. Smoke Fingers (Retired

Astronaut Collective)

Top Paid iPad Apps:

1. Where’s My Water?
(Disney)

2. Pages (Apple)
3. Keynote (Apple)
4. Numbers (Apple)
5. Chess (Mastersoft

Mobile Solutions)
6. Puffle Launch (Disney)
7. Another World — 20th

Anniversary (Bulkypix)
8. BackStab (Gameloft)
9. Weather+ (International

Travel Weather Calculator)
10. TuneIn Radio Pro (Syn-

sion Radio Technologies)

Top Free iPad Apps:

1. iBooks (Apple)
2. My Horse (NaturalMotion)
3. Ricky Carmichael’s Moto-

cross Matchup Pro
(2XL Games Inc.)

4. DragonVale
(Backflip Studios)

5. Snapseed
(Nik Software Inc.)

6. Netflix (Netflix Inc.)
7. Easy-Bake Cupcakes!

(Hasbro Inc.)
8. WatchESPN (ESPN)
9. Tiny Zoo Friends

(TinyCo Inc.)
10. Theme Park Pinball

(ASK Homework)
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Belin Arts
workshops
at The Comm

BY PATRICE WILDING

STAFF WRITER

For a third year, the Waver-
ly Community House will
play host to the Belin Arts
Celebration Workshops, but
with one big change. Rather
than presenting a single
event, The Comm will hold a
workshop each Saturday
from Oct. 8 to 22.

Named in honor of F. Lam-
mot Belin, the father of
prominent philanthropist
Peter Belin, the grant pro-
gram presents a $15,000 schol-
arship annually to an artist
who seeks to continue his or
her studies professionally in
areas such as dance, music,
sculpture, literature and
painting. This year’s winner,
Scranton resident and musi-
cian Joe Michaels, will per-
form as part of a concert
closing the 2011 Belin Arts
Celebration.

“(Mr. Michaels) impressed
the committee with his pas-
sion for his art and commit-
ment ... and the promise he
showed to go on and have an
extraordinary career,” said
Maria Wilson, executive direc-
tor of The Comm. One of the
criteria for the grant is that
the recipient have roots in the
community, Ms. Wilson said.

The scholarship cycle is
open now, she added, and stu-
dents are encouraged to
apply by Dec. 15.

The Belin Arts School has
been offered through the Com-
munity House since 1964, Ms.
Wilson said, and the work-
shops became a regular part
of theannualcelebrationafter
a warm reception at the 45th
anniversary in 2009.

“It’s really a wonderful
opportunity for anyone to
come and receive art instruc-
tion from top-tiered, accom-
plished artists in a variety of
disciplines,” Ms. Wilson
explained, adding that all of
the teachers this year are pro-
fessionalartistsandpastBelin
Arts Scholarship recipients.

The format of the work-
shops honoring Belin Arts
was changed to accommo-
date more people, Ms. Wilson
explained, and to make the
program more accessible to
the public.

“We found there were
many people who wanted to
attend but couldn’t because
of prior commitments. To get
greater participation by stu-
dents and teachers, we
expanded the length of the
workshops,” she said.

Classes are:
Oct. 8 —PaintingwithRob-

ert Stark, 9 a.m. to noon; Pho-
tography with Vincent Cian-
ni, 9 a.m. to noon; Pottery with
Mark Chuck, 1 to 4 p.m.

Oct. 15 — Drawing with
Bill Chickillo, 9 a.m. to noon;
Writing with Karen Blomain,
9 a.m. to noon; Dancing with
Judine Somerville, 9 a.m. to
noon; Drawing with Pamela
Parsons, 1 to 4 p.m.; Theatre
with Liz Feller, 1 to 4 p.m.

Oct. 22 — Collages with
Bill Chickillo, 9 a.m. to noon;
Piano Masterclass with Bar-
ry Hannigan, 1 to 3 p.m.;
Printmaking with Shelley
Thortensen, 1 to 5 p.m.

Workshops are $35 each, or
$30 each if taking more than
one; $15 each for students; $45
each for teachers pursuing
ACT 48 Hours.

T h e c o n c e r t “ R a ch -
maninoff to Ragtime,” fea-
turing Mr. Hannigan on pia-
no and Mr. Michaels on dou-
ble bass, will be Oct. 22 at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $18 per per-
son or $8 for students. For
information or to register,
call 586-8191, ext. 2, or visit
www.belinarts.org.

Contact the writer:

pwilding@timesshamrock.com
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