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Fun factor
missing in
50/50 bet

Dear Mark: What do you
think of a betting strategy
where you make one single
even money 50/50 bet, like a
pass line bet in craps, instead
of trying to grind it out a few
dollars at a time? If I lose, I’m
done for the day and I’ll just
hit the buffet, but if I win, I’ve
doubled my money and I go
home a guaranteed winner.

— Charlie H.

Putting the fun factor of
what you want to do aside,

your betting
strate g y is
sound provid-
ed you have a
50/50 chance
of doubling
your money,
but with a
pass line bet,
it’s not quite
5 0 / 5 0 . T h e

house still holds a 1.4 percent
edge against your play.

I’ll agree, Charlie, that you
are much more likely to dou-
ble your money with just one
single bet than by trying to
do it a few bucks at a time.
The more time you spend on
a dice game, the better the
casino’s fat and happy chanc-
es of grinding away at your
bankroll, no matter how
small your bets are.

A mathematician named
Jess Marcum illustrated this
back in 1980 when he figured
out how time affects gambler
odds. He figured that a player
who bets $1 per craps game
for two months straight
would have only one chance
in two trillion of winning
$1,000, before he lost that
same $1,000. But by decreas-
ing his exposure on the craps
game to just 25 minutes and
betting $200 every bet, the
same gambler would increase
his odds to 1.15 to 1.

Conversely, with a single
bet there is no way of mini-
mizing your losses. One loss,
and adios, Charlie. What’s
more, what about all the time,
money and energy expended
just to get to the casino to lay
down a single wager. You’ll
spend more time valet park-
ing your car than you would
making one pass line bet.

If you do choose an “all or
nothing” approach, it sure
would be a lot easier, and
cheaper, to drive to the nearest
convenience store and pick up
some Twinkies, chocolate
milk and a lottery ticket.

Dear Mark: Are there any
secrets to winning at black-
jack?

— Craig S.

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729

Oak St.: today, Chae.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY

TIKI BAR, 821 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
John Quinn.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAIN-

MENT RESORTS, Lakeville:
Cove Haven Resort: today,
The Byrd Pressley Band;
Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise

Stream Resort: today, Group
Du Jour; Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Pal-

ace Resort: today, Wildfire;
Sunday, Group Du Jour.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today,
Wise Crackers comedy;
Wednesdays, open mike.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East: Saturdays, The Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today,
Nowhere Slow; Tuesdays,
open mike with Chris Langan.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
High Tension Wires.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO

RESORT, Mount Pocono:
Gypsies Nightclub and

Lounge: today, Bud Noble
and DJ Mike Mittman; Red’s,

Sunday, Donna Antanow;
Rocktoberfest Outdoor Tent:

today, Battle of the Bands;
Sunday, DJ Jamie Callen and
Mia Mania.

NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ave.: today, Trip Frogg.

OWN LEE PLACE,Clarks Sum-
mit: Wednesdays,Mike Antosh.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.

T
he midterm elections are a
month away, but the battles
have been raging for a while.
With 24-hour news coverage
now the norm, it seems that

politicians are perpetually campaign-
ing. While political junkies thrive on
this never-ending stream of “break-
ing news,” I suspect most people are
too busy with their lives to keep
abreast of all the policies, positions
and posturing.

Both the right and
the left have legions of
committed followers
who will vote the par-
ty line regardless of
the facts. However,
pollsters show many
people are still in the
“undecided” column
for many of the races.
Obviously, a lot of us

don’t make up our minds until short-
ly before the election.

So how do average citizens, who
have been busy working — if they’re
lucky — raising a family, taking care
of a household, etc., find the time to
get up to speed on the candidates?
Visit the website factcheck.org to
find out where each side stands and,
more importantly, to find out which
side is telling the truth.

Everybody is doing it

While it’s great to have a resource
like this to separate fact from fiction,
it’s disheartening to see how often
politicians from both parties lie.

The site is a project of the Annen-
berg Public Policy Center of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, a nonparti-
san, nonprofit consumer advocate for
voters. The center was established by
the late publisher and philanthropist
Walter Annenberg. The site’s self-
proclaimed mission is to apply the
practices of journalism and scholar-
ship to increase public knowledge
and understanding. Its personnel
investigate what is said by U.S. politi-
cians and report on the accuracy of
the statements. Often, the results
show that our elected officials, and
those aspiring to be, have little regard
for the truth.

On the home page of the website is
a section that cycles through a hand-
ful of topical political issues. The
Republicans’ recent “Pledge to Amer-
ica” is fact checked here and comes
up short of the truth in many areas:

■ It declares that “the only parts of
the economy expanding are govern-
ment and our national debt.” Not
true. So far this year, government
employment has declined slightly,
while private sector employment
has increased by 763,000 jobs.

■ It claims the stimulus bill is cost-
ing $1 trillion, considerably more
than the $814 billion, 10-year price
tag currently estimated by nonparti-
san congressional budget experts.

■ It says Obama’s tax proposals
would raise taxes on “roughly half
the small business income in
America,” an exaggeration. Much of
the income the GOP is counting

actually comes from big
businesses making over
$50 million a year.

There are also several
instances in this section
exposing Democrats as
being less than honest:

■ Rep. Alan Grayson (D,
Fla.) falsely accuses
his opponent, Daniel
Webster, of dodging
the draft, hating
America and being a
religious fanatic who
demands that
wives submit to
their husbands.

■ Democrats in
many races are
accusing Republi-
cans of wanting to do
away with Social Security
by taking quotes out of
context. In fact, there is
little broad-based Repub-
lican support for disman-
tling the popular program.

Thorough debunkings

Each fact-checked story
has a brief summary of the
claim and whether it is true.
Clicking on the headline
takes you to a more complete
examination of the facts.
Some claims are true, some
are false, and some contain
elements of truth that have
been taken out of context, mis-
interpreted or exaggerated.

In addition to the articles
investigating claims, there’s a
section where users can submit
questions they want verified. A
section called “Cash Attack”
attempts to track the source of
money being used by various
groups trying to influence elec-
tions. There is also a mailbag, an
archives section and podcasts on
the site. The “Classroom” section
has materials for educators to
teach kids about the political sys-
tem and how to evaluate political
advertising. A donations link lets
people support the site’s efforts
financially.

The site provides a valuable ser-
vice in this age of dizzying media
spin. It has a decent design and
intuitive navigation. My only prob-
lem with factcheck.org is that in
it’s efforts to be factual and nonpar-
tisan it fails to categorize falsehoods
by degree. It will nitpick figures in a
claim to prove it’s false, even if the
overarching theme is true. It also
gives equal weight to slight exagger-
ations and minor errors as it does to
egregious lies. It should have sepa-
rate categories for whoppers, exag-
gerations, opinions and mistakes.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.
com with links to your
favorite websites.
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at St. Michael’s

Orthodox Church’s

Christmas in September

JASON FARMER /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Liar,
Liar
Site separates
fact from fiction
in the promises
of politicians

Cathy says

her goodbyes

STAFF REPORT

The comic strip “Cathy”
makes its last daily appear-
ance on the pages of The
Times-Tribune today. The
final Sunday edition of the
strip will appear tomorrow.

Cathy Guisewite is ending
the 34-year-old strip to devote
more time to her daughter
and parents as well as look-
ing at other creative pur-
suits.

“Cathy” was rolled out in
the fall of 1976 by Universal
Press Syndicate and depicted
the trials and tribulations,
frustrations and victories —
however slight — of a young
single careerwoman. The
autobiographical strip’s pop-
ularity grew until it was
eventually carried by nearly
1,400 newspapers.

Over the course of three
decades, Ms. Guisewite gar-
nered a number of awards
including being named Car-
toonist of the Year in 1992 by
the National Cartoonists
Society. She wrote and drew
more than 10,000 strips and
sold hundreds of thousands
of books, according to Uni-
versal Press Syndicate.

“Cathy” will be replaced
with a comic strip by Richard
Thompson, “Cul de Sac,”
beginning Monday, Oct. 4. It
centers on a 4-year-old girl
named Alice Otterloop and
her experiences on a cul-de-
sac with her friends Beni and
Dill, her classmates in pre-
school and her family.

Renate and Bob

Kropiewnicki of Justus

Catherine and James

Dadey of Dunmore

Peggy and Andy Wargo of

South Canaan

Cyndi and Jerry

McCawley of Clifford

Pete Chludzinski and Gwen

Fletcher, both of Dunmore

Casino slots
& payouts:
For week of Sept. 13-19

Mohegan Sun
Wagers: $55,339,801
Payouts: $49,741,660
State tax: $1,426,548
Payouts to date:

$584,838,441
Active slot machines: 2,464

Mount Airy
Wagers: $40,401,420
Payouts: $36,736,868
State tax: $870,704
Payouts to date:

$472,018,219
Active slot machines: 2,451

Sands, Bethlehem
Wagers: $62,796,517
Payouts: $56,368,461
State tax: $1,619,038
Payouts to date:

$775,082,617
Active slot machines: 3,032

SOURCE: PA. GAMING
CONTROL BOARD
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