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SEASONAL
STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HISTOR-

IC SITE FALL FOLIAGE EXCUR-

SIONS: to Moscow, today, Sun-
day and Oct. 16 and 29, departs
11 a.m., returns 1:30 p.m.,
$24/$22/$17; to East Strouds-

burg, Oct. 15, departs 9 a.m.,
returns 4:30 p.m., $54/$49/
$32; to Tobyhanna, Oct. 22, 23
and 30, departs 11 a.m., returns
3:30 p.m., $34/$29/$22. 340-
5204 or 888-693-9391.

POCONO ENVIRONMENTAL EDU-

CATION CENTER EVENTS: Bris-
co Mountain Road, Dingmans
Ferry; Falling Leaves Tree ID,

today, 1 to 4 p.m., $10, adults
only; PEEC-A-Boo, nonscary, fam-
ily-oriented Halloween trail, Oct.
29, rain date Oct. 30, 4 to 7
p.m., children $5. 828-2319.

TRAILS OF TERROR HALLOWEEN

WALK: now through Oct. 30; Fri-
days and Saturdays, dusk to 11
p.m.; Sundays, dusk to 10 p.m.;
West Wyoming Fire Department,
926 Shoemaker Ave.,West Wyo-
ming, $5, benefits West Wyoming
Fire Department. 760-3489.

GRAVESTONE MANOR THEATRI-

CAL HAUNTED HOUSE: Fridays
to Sundays through Oct. 30; Fri-
days and Saturdays, 7 to 11
p.m.; Sundays, 7 to 9:30 p.m.;
Trion Warehouse, next to Wood-
lands Inn & Resort, 1095 High-
way 315, Plains Twp., $10, bene-
fits United Way of Wyoming Val-
ley, not suitable for young
children. 821-6500. Visit www.
gravestonemanor.org.

INN AT POCONO MANOR FALL

EVENTS: Route 314, 1 Manor
Drive, Pocono Manor; Haunted

Hay Rides, today, Sunday, Friday
and Oct. 21-22 and 28-29, 7 to
10 p.m., $10, 839-6237; Pump-

kin Pickin’, Saturdays and Sun-
days, noon to 4 p.m., $13/$10
ride only, 839-6237; Thanksgiv-

ing Feast, Nov. 24, noon to 5
p.m., $28.95/$21.95/$13.95/
free to children under 5, reser-
vations required, 800-233-
8150, ext. 7670.

THE HAUNTING ON DEACON

HILL: Fridays and Saturdays
through Oct. 29, 7 to 11 p.m.,
152 Deacon Hill Road, Lake Ari-
el, $5, benefits Lake Ariel Faith
Fellowship, not recommended for
children 10 and younger. 698-
5716 or 698-5686.

HAUNTED HAYRIDE: now through
Oct. 30,2828 Rock Drive,Clarks
Summit. 586-5084 or 587-2323.
Visit www.draculasforest.com.

NIGHTMARE ON VINE STREET:

horror-themed artwork by Alex
Seeley, Erica Simon and Nick Sho-
twell, on display through October,
Tuesdays through Sundays, noon
to 6 p.m.,New Visions Studio &
Gallery, 201 Vine St.

DUNMORE CEMETERY TOUR:

presented by The Dearly Depart-
ed Players, Sunday, 2 p.m., cem-
etery gate, 400 Church St., Dun-
more, free. 344-3819.

HARVEST & HERITAGE DAYS:

Monday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., down-
town Honesdale.

LACKAWANNA COUNTY CHIL-

DREN’S LIBRARY: 520 Vine St.,
348-3000, ext. 3015; Ma Goose

Lap Rap, “Fall Is Here,” Monday,
6 p.m.; Pre-K Story Time, “Hal-
loween,” Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.;
Tales for Tots, “Fall,” Wednesday
and Thursday, and “Halloween,”
Oct. 19-20, 10:30 a.m.; Miss

Liz’s Drawing Group, “Spooky Art
II,” Oct. 19, 6:30 p.m.; “Hallow-
een,” Oct. 21, 10:30 a.m.; Fright

Fest Halloween Party, Oct. 27, 6
p.m.; Little’s Monster Mash, Oct.
28, 1:30 p.m.

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA FROM

ROYAL ALBERT HALL: Tuesday,
7:30 p.m.; Cinemark 20,
Moosic, and Great Escape IMAX
Dickson City 14, Dickson City.

FALL FOLIAGE TRIP TO GREY

TOWERS, DINGMANS FERRY

AND MILFORD: guided by natu-
ralist Jane Frye, Wednesday,
departs 7:45 a.m., returns about
6 p.m., leaves from Dietrich The-
ater, 60 E. Tioga St., Tunkhan-
nock, $100. 996-1500.

OKTOBERFEST BEER DINNER:

Friday, event opens 6:30 p.m.,
dinner 7 p.m., The Settlers Inn,
4 Main Ave., Hawley, $65. 226-
2993. Visit www.thesettlersinn.
com.

LUZERNE COUNTY COMMUNITY

COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIA-

TION 22ND ANNUAL FALL

CRAFT FESTIVAL: with raffles,
food and children’s entertain-
ment, Oct. 15, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Luzerne County Community
College, Nanticoke, $2/free to
children 12 and younger, bene-
fits student programs and local
flood victims. 740-0735 or 800-
377-LCCC, ext. 7735.

ABINGTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY

ACTIVITIES: 1200 W. Grove St.,
Clarks Summit; Harvest Party,

Oct. 15,2 to 3 p.m.; TheTell-Tale

Poe, Oct. 22,6 to 7 p.m.; Make-It,

Take-It CraftTime, “Owls,” Oct. 24,
3 to 5 p.m.; Saturday Story Hour,

“Halloween,” Oct. 29,11 to 11:45
a.m.,wear Halloween costumes.
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A
rtists, being creative by
nature, always have been
early adapters of new tech-
nology. From the first Nean-
derthal who used charcoal

from the fire to draw on cave walls,
to Renaissance painters who used a
camera obscura to capture the like-
ness of their subjects, to contempo-
rary artists using computers to cre-

ate images, visual art-
ists always have used
new technology in
ways that it wasn’t
designed for.

This blending of
art and science has
been especially dra-
matic in the age of
computers. Graphic
design, photogra-

phy, moviemaking, animation and
even fine art have been trans-
formed by digital tools.

The impact has spread beyond the
artists to virtually everyone. Televi-
sion, movies, books, magazines,
mobile phones and devices, the Inter-
net, and the software and apps used
to interact with them are all shaped
to a large degree by visual artists.

Industry leaders, like the late Steve
Jobs, teamed engineers with artists
to create devices that could not only
perform amazing feats but also look
and feel good while doing it.

Art and technology

It seems only fitting that since
modern technology owes a lot of its
success to artists, it should be used
to teach people about art. That’s just
what smarthistory.org does, billing
itself as a free, nonprofit, multime-
dia, art history textbook.

The site is a nice resource for stu-
dents, teachers or anyone who has

an interest in the history of art.
Using modern technology, the site
explores art ranging from seashell
jewelry created nearly 100,000 years
ago to dissident artist Ai Weiwei’s
Internet postings criticizing the Chi-
nese government.

An interactive timeline of art his-
tory is the main element on the
homepage. Clicking on a period,
such as the Medieval Era or the Age
of Post-Colonialism reveals a series
of thumbnail images of art of that
time. Clicking on an image takes
you to a page with a larger version
of the picture, as well as informa-
tion on the artist and the signifi-
cance of the work.

Moving pictures

Many of the pages also have vid-
eos featuring art historians discuss-
ing the works of art. Some pages
have only a video with no written
decription, which I find annoying.
With text you easily can skim it or
re-read a section, something that’s a
little more difficult with video.

There are four tabs at the top of
the site that allow you to search for
artwork based on time, style, the art-
ist or themes. There’s also a search
field that allows you to type in specif-
ic queries.

Other areas on the site include an
“About” section, a blog and a com-
plete list of the site’s videos. An
iTunes link takes you to Smarthisto-
ry podcasts. An RSS link allows you
to subscribe to the podcasts.

Smarthistory encourages user
participation and actively seeks con-
tributions from artists, art histori-
ans, critics and fans. Contributions
can take the form of text, audio, vid-
eo, photos or just suggestions. Pho-
tos will appear on Smarthistory’s

Flickr group page. There are promi-
nent links to it throughout the site.

Another section is geared toward
teachers. There are tools and tips,
such as sample syllabi and study
groups, educators can use to create
content for their classes.

Smarthistory also has an app,
with more under development, avail-
able at Apple’s App Store. The apps
are designed to act as tour guides
that deliver art analysis to travelers.

Not quite a masterpiece

The site has a mostly clean design,
with the exception of a cluttered
area at the bottom of the home page.
A subtle color palette, good typogra-
phy and simple, logical navigation
combine to make using the site a
mostly pleasant experience.

There are a few glitches on the site
that keep it from feeling polished
and professional. I came across
numerous typographical errors in
the text, mainly in the form of miss-
ing spaces between words.

Some of the writing could use
some tighter editing as well. An arti-
cle on Caravaggio’s painting depict-
ing the entombment of Christ was
full of exclamation points, bolded
words, phrases written in all capital
letters and italicized “Ewwww’s”
and “Ick’s” which tended to dimin-
ish its scholarly credentials.

An inconsistency in the amount
and caliber of information available
for different works of art prevents
the site from being a replacement for
a good art history textbook. But
Smarthistory is still engaging with
lots of good information.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

KEVIN
O’NEILL
InSites

BY PATRICE WILDING

STAFF WRITER

Community Medical Cen-
ter Auxiliary has planned a
diverse benefit event featur-
ing local artists and singers
to raise money for the Scran-
ton hospital.

Visions, Verses and Voices
promises to be an afternoon
of fine art, sculpture, perfor-

m a n c e a n d
light fare to
benefit Com-
munity Medi-
cal Center on
Sunday, Oct. 16,
at 1 p.m., at
Colarusso’s La

Palazzo in Moosic. Laurie
Cadden, mistress of ceremo-
nies, will host the event.

Chairwoman Ellen Scat-
ena said she and her co-
chairs, Joann Romano
Hallesky and Jeanie Fluck
came up with the idea for
the fundraiser that fol-
lows in the footsteps of
the auxiliary’s Reading
and Tea, which was held
for the last 11 years.

“We would have various
people from the community,
authors and personalities
from radio or television, do
readings from their favorite
books of poetry,” Ms. Scatena
explained.

“The reading and tea
generally only catered to
members of the female per-
suasion,” added Kara
Badyrka, CMC’s chief
development officer. “We
wanted to be more inclu-
sive, so families, couples
and groups of girlfriends
can come out.”

Art and music

Paintings by Pat Knecht
and Maggie Miller, a nurse
on staff at the hospital, will
be on display, along with
art by Riverside Junior-
Senior High School stu-
dents. Leslie Moran, a
vocalist with the Lyric Con-
sort, will provide music,
along with Riverside teach-
er Heather Clendenning
and her students. Players
from the Vintage Theater
will perform a bit from the
play “Unorganized Busi-
ness,” and a silent auction
and basket raffles also will
be held. Top prizes include
a hot air balloon ride and a
fall foliage tour of the End-
less Mountains.

The auxiliary hopes to
attract more than 150 peo-
ple and raise close to
$10,000, Ms. Badyrka said,
in addition to the more than
$40,000 it has raised so far
this year to be used to pur-
ch a s e e q u i p m e n t a n d
enhance patient services at
the hospital.

“We’re just really excited
that it’s a new event. It’ll be a
nice Sunday afternoon out to
enjoy local talent and art-
ists,” Ms. Badyrka said.

Contact the writer:

pwilding@timesshamrock.com

If you go
What: Visions, Verses and
Voices

When: Sunday,Oct. 16,1 p.m.

Where: Colarusso’s La Pala-
zzo, Birney Avenue, Moosic

Details: Admission is $20
donation. Proceeds benefit
Community Medical Center.
For reservations or informa-
tion, call 969-7163.

CMC benefit
slated by
its auxiliary

BADYRKA

Weekly top apps
App Store Official Charts
for the week ending Oct. 3:

Top Paid iPhone Apps:

1. Where’s My Water?
(Disney)
2. Angry Birds
(Clickgamer.com)
3. Fruit Ninja
(Halfbrick Studios)
4. Angry Birds Seasons
(Rovio Mobile Ltd.)
5. Camera+ (tap tap tap)
6. My Secret Folder (Bright
Artificial Intelligence Ltd.)
7. WhatsApp Messenger
(WhatsApp Inc.)
8. Angry Birds Rio
(Rovio Mobile Ltd.)

9. Cut the Rope
(Chillingo Ltd.)
10. World of Goo HD
(2D BOY)

Top Free iPhone Apps:

1. Cross Fingers
(Mobigame)
2. My Sketch (Miinu)
3. Texas Poker
(KAMAGAMES LTD.)
4. Are You Quick Enough?
— The Ultimate Reaction
Challenge (phuong vo)
5. Traffic Rush
(Donut Games)
6. Card Ace: Casino
(Self Aware Games)
7. Office Zombie (Fluik)
8. High Caliber Hunting

(Electronic Arts)
9. The Oregon Trail
(Gameloft)
10. Hair Plucker
(Moxy Games)

Top Paid iPad Apps:

1. Where’s My Water?
(Disney)
2. World of Goo HD
(2D BOY)
3. Pages (Apple)
4. Jelly Defense (Infinite
Dreams Inc.)
5. SHADOWGUN
(MADFINGER Games, a.s.)
6. Keynote (Apple)
7. Numbers (Apple)
8. Weather+ (International
Travel Weather Calculator)

9. TuneIn Radio Pro
(Synsion Radio Technologies)
10. Documents To Go Premium
— Office Suite (DataViz Inc.)

Top Free iPad Apps:

1. My Sketch (Miinu)
2. iBooks (Apple)
3. Traffic Rush
(Donut Games)
4. Netflix (Netflix Inc.)
5. Tiny Pets (TinyCo Inc.)
6. WatchESPN (ESPN)
7. Kindle
(AMZN Mobile LLC)
8. Pandora Radio
(Pandora Media Inc.)
9. Google Earth (Google)
10. My Horse (NaturalMotion)

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Website is like a virtual art history book

SmARThistory

Rascal Flatts

at Mohegan Sun
STAFF REPORT

Rascal Flatts, one of coun-
try music’s top acts, is coming
to Northeast Pennsylvania.

The band will perform Feb.
17 at Mohegan Sun Arena at
Casey Plaza, Wilkes-Barre
Twp., the venue announced
on Friday. Special guests Sara
Evans and Hunter Hayes will
open for the group.

Tickets go on sale Friday,
at 10 a.m. at the arena box
office and Ticketmaster loca-
tions. They also can be pur-
chased online at www.ticket
master.com or www.live
nation.com or by calling 800-
745-3000. Tickets are $25,
$39.75 and $59.75.
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