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H
alloween is traditionally a time
to embrace scary things. We go
on haunted hayrides, television
is overrun with horror movies
and we invite witches, ghosts

and media monsters into our homes. Par-
ents even allow their children to take can-
dy from costume-clad strangers.

The town of Salem, Mass., sees an
increase in tourism this time of year as
townspeople exploit the infamous witch
trials of the late 17th century. While the
haunted houses and witch walks of
today’s Salem might seem frightening,

they pale in comparison to
what actually happened
there long ago.

The University of Virgin-
ia’s library maintains an
electronic archive of the
Salem Witch Trials at etext.

virginia.edu/salem/witch

craft. While most people
have heard of the trials,
they’re probably not famil-

iar with the details. The website shines a
light into some of the darker shadows of
human history.

‘Afflicted’ children

From February 1692 to April 1693, Salem
and other towns in the Massachusetts Bay
area succumbed to a mob mentality that
cost at least 25 people their lives. Many
more were deprived of their freedom,
rights and property.

The madness was set in motion by the
accusations of two young girls who lived
with the Rev. Samuel Parris, who was
embroiled in a dispute with many of the
villagers. The girls, along with children of
some of the minister’s supporters, claimed
they were “afflicted” by certain villagers.

When prayer failed to cure the children’s
erratic behavior and contortions, a village
doctor proclaimed they were suffering from
the “evil hand.” An overzealous prosecutor
relying on “spectral” evidence, a presump-
tion of guilt and confessions extracted
through torture started sending those
judged to be witches to jail or the gallows.

At first, it was people on the bottom of
the social ladder that were victimized.
Slaves, single mothers and women who
didn’t hew to the male-dominated society
had little chance of mounting a defense.
When the accusations started to climb the
ladder and affect people of means and sta-
tus, pressure was brought to bear on the
governor and the trials were ended.

Thoroughly documented

The website tells the story using con-
temporary articles, historical documents,
court transcripts, correspondence, maps
and pictures. The site’s overview section
does a good job of telling the tale.

Reading the historical documents, such
as court transcripts or hand written arrest
warrants, is interesting, but the old-time
language and handwriting make it a bit of
a chore.

Maps on the site range from period maps
of Salem and surrounding towns to mod-
ern interactive maps that allow you to
track the trials with a timeline. There are
also links to many literary works that have
the trials as their subject.

Another section contains brief biogra-
phies of many of the people involved with
the trials. This includes judges, defendants,
witnesses, supporters and critics of the tri-
als, and even some of the “afflicted” chil-
dren. A collection of paintings and draw-
ings depicting events related to the trials
adds an element of drama to the coverage.

Nothing bewitching

The Salem Witch Trials site has a simple
design and navigation. It’s straightforward
and academic-looking with no spooky type
or broom-riding witches. The home page is
a collection of text and image links that
take you to other areas of the site. They’re
logically organized into categories such
as documents, maps, people, etc.

The first two layers of the site,
meaning the home page and the pag-
es linked directly to it, are unified in
design and navigation. Once you
click through to deeper layers the
unity starts to fall apart. After
three or four clicks the design is
all over the place and you have to
start using the back button to
return to the home page. Many
links take you away from the site
completely.

That’s a pet peeve of mine. I
prefer sites with standard navi-
gation controls throughout and
that open off-site content in a sep-
arate window.

While this site doesn’t look like
anything special at first, it’s actual-
ly pretty engaging once you dig in.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links to
your favorite websites.
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The truth is scarier than fiction
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES: 1200 W.
Grove St., Clarks Summit; Satur-

day Story Hour, “Halloween,”
today, 11 to 11:45 a.m., wear
Halloween costumes.

STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HISTORIC

SITE FALL FOLIAGE EXCUR-

SIONS: to Moscow, today,departs
11 a.m., returns 1:30 p.m.,
$24/$22/$17; toTobyhanna,

Sunday,departs 11 a.m., returns
3:30 p.m.,$34/$29/$22. 340-

5204 or 888-693-9391.
NIGHTMARE ON VINE STREET:

horror-themed artwork by Alex
Seeley, Erica Simon and Nick
Shotwell, on display through
Sunday, noon to 6 p.m., New
Visions Studio & Gallery, 201
Vine St.

PUMPKIN STUFFERS: today, 2
and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, 2
p.m.; West Scranton High
School, $5/$3, free for chil-
dren under 3. 348-3616.

POCONO ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION CENTER

EVENTS: Brisco Mountain
Road, Dingmans Ferry; PEEC-

A-Boo, nonscary, family-orient-
ed Halloween trail, today, rain
date Sunday, 4 to 7 p.m., chil-
dren $5. 828-2319.

HALLOWEEN BLAST FROM THE

PAST: with The Poets, Frankie &
The Corvettes and Dani-elle,
today, doors open 5 p.m., dinner
5:45 to 6:45 p.m., dancing 7 to
11 p.m., Genetti Manor, 1505
Main St., Dickson City, $35. 800-
830-7463, 383-0207, 343-
2429 or 457-2808.

TRAILS OF TERROR HALLOWEEN

WALK: today, dusk to 11 p.m.;
Sunday, dusk to 10 p.m.; West
Wyoming Fire Department, 926
Shoemaker Ave., West Wyoming,
$5, benefits West Wyoming Fire
Department. 760-3489.

SCRANTON AFTER DARK WALK-

ING TOURS AND TROLLEY OF

TERROR: today and Sunday, 6
and 8 p.m., registration 15 min-
utes prior, Catlin House, 232
Monroe Ave., $22 Lackawanna
Historical Society members/$24
nonmembers, registration
required, not recommended for
children under 12. 344-3841.

MAYHEM AT THE MONSTER

BASH: Music Box Players,

today, 6:30 p.m., and Sunday,
1:30 p.m., bar opens half-hour
before curtain, Music Box Dinner
Playhouse, 196 Hughes St.,
Swoyersville. 800-698-PLAY.

INN AT POCONO MANOR FALL

EVENTS: Route 314, 1 Manor
Drive, Pocono Manor; Haunted

Hay Rides, today, 7 to 10 p.m.,
$10,839-6237; Pumpkin Pickin’,

today and Sunday, noon to 4
p.m., $13/$10 ride only, 839-
6237; Thanksgiving Feast, Nov.
24, noon to 5 p.m., $28.95/
$21.95/$13.95/free for children
under 5, reservations required,
800-233-8150, ext. 7670.

18TH ANNUAL TRAIL OF TER-

ROR: today, 7 to 10:30 p.m.,
YMS of R Park, Kane Street, $6.

GRAVESTONE MANOR THEAT-

RICAL HAUNTED HOUSE:

today, 7 to 11 p.m., and Sun-
day, 7 to 9:30 p.m., Trion
Warehouse, next to Woodlands
Inn & Resort, 1095 Highway
315, Plains Twp., $10, bene-
fits United Way of Wyoming
Valley, not suitable for young
children. 821-6500. Visit www.
gravestonemanor.org.

THE HAUNTING ON DEACON

HILL: today, 7 to 11 p.m., 152
Deacon Hill Road, Lake Ariel, $5,
benefits Lake Ariel Faith Fellow-
ship, not recommended for chil-
dren 10 and younger. 698-5716
or 698-5686.

HALLOWEEN CONCERT: University
of Scranton Jazz Ensemble, today,
7:30 p.m.,Houlihan-McLean Cen-
ter, University of Scranton, free if
in costume. 941-7624.

Weekly top apps

App Store Official Charts for
the week ending Oct. 24:

Top paid iPhone apps:

1. Angry Birds
(Clickgamer.com)

2. Words With Friends
(Newtoy Inc.)

3. Fruit Ninja
(Halfbrick Studios)

4. Camera+ (tap tap tap)
5. Angry Birds Seasons

(Rovio Mobile Ltd.)
6. Fruit Ninja: Puss in Boots

(Halfbrick Studios)
7. TETRIS (Electronic Arts)
8. Flashlight (i4software)
9. My Secret Folder (Bright

Artificial Intelligence Ltd)

10. Cut the Rope: Experiments
(ZeptoLab UK Limited)

Top free iPhone apps:

1. AddictingGames
(Nickelodeon)

2. Scary Prank (Yizhan Ye)
3. Flashlight

(Latter-Day Apps)
4. Facebook (Facebook, Inc.)
5. iNstein College

(AlphaWeb Plus LLP)
6. Family Feud & Friends

(Ludia)
7. Facebook Messenger

(Facebook, Inc.)
8. NYTimes (The New York

Times Company)
9. Talking Tom & Ben News

(Outfit7)
10. Find My Friends (Apple)

Top paid iPad apps:

1. Bike Baron
(Mountain Sheep)

2. Living Earth HD - World
Clock and Weather
(Moshen Chan)

3. Pages (Apple)
4. Where’s My Water?

(Disney)
5. Scribblenauts Remix

(Warner Bros.)
6. Siegecraft (Crescent

Moon Games)
7. Keynote (Apple)
8. Numbers (Apple)
9. Bejeweled 2 + Blitz

(PopCap)
10. Weather+ (International

Travel Weather Calculator)

Top free iPad apps:

1. Adobe Reader (Adobe
Systems Incorporated)

2. Facebook (Facebook, Inc.)
3. iBooks (Apple)
4. Family Feud & Friends

(Ludia)
5. iTunes Movie Trailers

(Apple)
6. Contract Killer: Zombies

(Glu Games Inc.)
7. Netflix (Netflix, Inc.)
8. Drag Racing Free (Cre-

ative Mobile Games)
9. MetalStorm: Wingman

(Z2Live, Inc)
10. Pandora Radio (Pandora

Media, Inc.)
— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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UNC sponsors
Halloween events

Several Halloween activi-
ties are on tap for Monday,
sponsored by United Neigh-
borhood Centers of North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

UNC’s Elm Street Project
will hold the Halloween Har-
vest Festival Monday from 4
to 7 p.m. at South Side Se-
nior Center, 425 Alder St.,
Scranton. The free festival
will include activities like
pumpkin painting as well as
food and a juggler.

On Monday, UNC’s youth
photography program will of-
fer children the opportunity
to have their portraits taken
in their Halloween costumes.
The free event runs from
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at West
Side Senior Center, 1004
Jackson St., Scranton.

— STAFF REPORT
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