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Drop a pair
if playing
Dueces Wild

Google introduces
“Place Search”
SAN FRANCISCO — Google
Inc., the world’s most popular search engine, started rolling out a new way to
show information about local
businesses on Wednesday.
When Google detects that
a search is for merchants
or things to do in a speciﬁc
city, it will now devote the
entire results page to key
data about the places mentioned in the request. For
example, a query such as
“San Francisco Mexican restaurants” might produce an
entire page of results listing
different places to eat, accompanied by a map, phone
numbers, addresses and
reviews.
Google traditionally has
presented information about
similar merchants in the
same city over several pages. The company’s engineers
recognized this scattershot
approach was frustrating
users and making them do
multiple searches.
The new system will begin
affecting results Wednesday,
although it could take several
days before the new “Place
Search” feature is available
throughout the world. Google
has sifted through hundreds
of millions of Web pages to
compile information about
more than 50 million different locations.
When Google doesn’t automatically detect a request is
about a particular location,
users will be able to re-focus
the results by clicking on a
“Places” link on the left side
of the page.
Google also is trying to
boost revenue from local advertisers. If Place
Search brings more people
to Google, it will probably be
able to persuade more small
businesses to buy ads next
to the results.

Yahoo e-mail has
undergone facelift
SAN FRANCISCO — Yahoo
Inc. is sprucing up its free
e-mail service in the latest
attempt to persuade people
to spend more time on its
website.
The new look includes several new features and repackages some previously
introduced tools. As part of
the redesign, Yahoo is promising its e-mail will run twice
as fast as it has been.
Yahoo’s estimated 273 million worldwide e-mail users
will be able to switch to the
new look in a testing period
that started Wednesday and
will last through at least the
rest of the year. All e-mail accounts will automatically be
converted to the new format
next year.
Yahoo is ﬁnally offering
its e-mail users the opportunity to connect their
e-mail accounts with their
proﬁles on Twitter. Yahoo
previously had added a
similar tool that connected its e-mail service with
Facebook accounts.
Another upgrade will enable Yahoo’s e-mail users to
play videos and peruse pictures sent to them without
having to follow links to a
new page.
Yahoo also is adding a
pane on the left-hand side of
the inbox that aims to make
some common tasks easier,
such as ﬁnding top contacts
or searching for material
contained within e-mails.
— MICHAEL LIEDTKE,
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEASONAL
DRACULA’S FOREST HAUNTED
HAYRIDE, SHOCKWALK, FALL
FESTIVAL AND LITTLE
SCREAMER’S NOT-SO-SCARY
HAYRIDE: today and Sunday,
times vary, 2828 Rock Drive,
Clarks Summit. Call 5865084 or visit www.draculasforest.com.
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Dear Mark: If dealt two
pair at Deuces Wild, do you
keep both pairs (no deuces)
or only one? I have kept two
in the past for an easier
chance at the full house, but I
was told by a fellow player
who seemed to know what he
was talking about to hold
just one pair, then draw. I
believe I am right, but I
thought I
would ask you
to confirm. If
wrong, are the
odds affected
much?
— Dave G.

MARK
PILARSKI

Whether
you play in a
brick-andmortar or an online casino,
two things play a sizable role
in video poker success —
game selection and how you
play that game.
If you notice, Dave, there is
always a small pay table
located under the glass of all
video poker machines. This
is very, very important to you
as a player. Identifying a good
Deuces Wild machine is actually quite simple. Look to see
what they return for four of
a kind. I recommend finding
a machine that returns five
coins for four of a kind,
because with maximum coin
play and perfect strategy, a
five-coin return for four of a
kind gives you a slight edge
against the house — a 100.76
percent return versus 94.34
percent if the machine
returns just four coins.
Note though, Dave, that the
machine is theoretically prepro g rammed to retur n
$100.76 for every $100 inserted if you utilize optimum
play — that is, play every
hand perfectly. Plus, “theoretically” means over the long
haul, not each and every time
your posterior is warming
the seat in front of the
machine.
Perfect basic strategy at
video poker makes you discard certain cards to optimize the expected value (win
potential) of your hand. This,
Dave, is secret No. 2 to winning at video poker.
And what is “expected value?” It is the average value of
all the wins attainable (after
the discards are replaced),
assuming that the optimum
Deal Me In

KEVIN O’NEILL /
STAFF ARTIST

Spilling secrets?
Website’s war coverage sparks security concerns

S

ome call WikiLeaks.org
journalism while others
call it treason. The site
operates in a grey area
somewhere between
those points. WikiLeaks posts
information provided by anonymous whistle-blowers from governments and businesses, some of
it classified as secret.
The site made international news
recently with its publication of
almost 400,000 secret military logs
pertaining to the Iraq war.
Past postings include classified
Pentagon documents on the war in
Afghanistan and video from a U.S. military helicopter gunning down 12
unarmed people in
Iraq, including two
Reuters journalists.
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gained enough crediInSites
bility that its postings
are reported worldwide by major news services, such
as the Associated Press. The New
York Times recently ran an article
on the site’s founder, Australia native
Julian Assange. In it, he claims the
notoriety the site has brought him
has forced him to live life on the run,
with government intelligence agencies targeting him, allegations of
rape in Sweden and numerous defections from his staff.

Is it journalism?
The site claims to have provided a
“new model of journalism” with the
stated goal “to bring important news
and information to the public.” It
has managed to bring important
information to the public. Some of
the stories that have been gleaned
from the Iraq documents tell of thousands more civilian deaths than previously reported, including some at
the hands of U.S. troops. There are
assassination plots against Iraqi officials and military officers, and
reports of Iranians moving weapons
and explosives across the border.
Journalists should report the

news in an unbiased manner, leaving their opinions for the editorial
section. WikiLeaks fails in this
regard with its bias against the military apparent in its reporting. The
following excerpts from the site demonstrate this:
“… other journalists try to verify
sources. We don’t do that, we verify documents. We don’t care where it came
from — but we can guess that it probably came from somewhere in the U.S.
military or the U.S. government, from
someone who is disaffected. Clearly, a
heroic act by the whistle-blower.”
“… troops are in a field, they see
some unexploded ordnance. They
could leave it alone or shoot it with
their guns but for some reason, probably because they’re bored, they
call in an airstrike.”
In the first excerpt, it’s naive to
assume every whistle-blower is performing a “heroic act.” They may just
be disgruntled — or they may be traitors. In the second excerpt, it’s presumptuous for the writer to assume
he knows the state of mind of the
troops involved. I don’t know the procedures the military has for dealing
with unexploded ordnance, but I’m
pretty sure leaving them alone isn’t
an option, and maybe an airstrike is a
valid method for destroying them.

Is it treason?
War is a brutal and ugly endeavor,
and a soldier’s job is to kill the enemy and destroy their capacity to
fight. Even in the violence and chaos
of war though, there are lines that
should not be crossed. Secrecy is a
necessary element in fighting a war,
and those who reveal secrets to the
enemy put lives at risk.
But not all information needs to
be secret, and the military has an
obligation to be honest with the public when it decides to speak. Soldiers
also have an obligation to conduct
themselves with honor. Unfortunately, the Pentagon has shown repeatedly that it can’t always be trusted to
tell the truth, as evidenced by the Pat
Tillman debacle. And in every war
since the beginning of time, some

TROLLEY TERROR: haunted trol- MYSTERY AT THE MASONIC:
ley ride and museum tour,
building tour and interactive
today, 7 to 10 p.m., Lackawanperformance featuring Actors
na County Electric City Trolley
Circle, today, 7:30 p.m.,
Station and Museum, $10/$12
Scranton Cultural Center at
in advance/$12/$14 at the
The Masonic Temple, $40.
door. 963-6590.
HALLOWEEN HULLABALOO: A
GRAVESTONE MANOR THEATRISPOOKTACULAR MUSICAL
CAL HAUNTED HOUSE: today, 7
REVUE: today; doors open at
to 11 p.m., Route 315, Plains
6:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.,
Twp., $10, benefits the United
Corner Bistro Dinner Theater,
Way. 821-6500.
Main Street, Carbondale, $23.
282-7499.
REAPER’S REVENGE HAUNTED
HAYRIDE: today, 6:30 p.m. to 1 HALLOWEEN BLAST FROM
THE PAST: featuring The
a.m.; Sunday, 6:30 to 11 p.m.,
Poets, Frankie & The CorMontdale. Visit www.reapersrevettes, The Tones and Danivenge.net.
elle, today, Genetti Manor,
TRAILS OF TERROR HALLOWEEN
Dickson City. 383-0207 or
OUTDOOR WALK: sponsored by
457-2808.
Exeter Park Volunteer Hose
HAUNTED! MIND MYSTERIES
Company, today and Sunday,
& THE BEYOND: featuring
begins at dusk, Wyoming AveHoudini seance, Sunday, 1
nue, Exeter.

soldiers have committed atrocities,
such as at Abu Ghraib.
An independent press is necessary to monitor wars in an attempt
to minimize deception and brutality.
Responsible news organizations
don’t publish information that
endangers troops or intelligence
sources in the field. Birgitta Jonsdottir, a WikiLeaks staffer and member
of Iceland’s Parliament, claims in
the New York Times’ article that Mr.
Assange published names of NATO
intelligence sources in the Afghan
documents. I don’t know if it’s treason, but it’s definitely irresponsible.

Is it necessary?
WikiLeaks has an anonymous
drop box where whistle-blowers can
submit documents, although it is
currently closed for “re-engineering.” It supposedly has secure
encryption, and not even the site
operators can find the identity of
those who submit information. You
can also submit documents by mail.
After receiving documents they
consider worth posting, the site’s
staff conducts a thorough verification process to make sure the information is authentic. Currently, the
Iraq and Afghanistan documents are
up on the site. An archive of past
postings on the site would be nice,
but there is none.
The documents are organized by
categories and are searchable. Many
of the reports are hard to read
because they’ve been heavily redacted, leaving almost as many blank
spaces as there are words.
It’s important for whistle-blowers
to have a secure place to share information that the public should know
about. The raw reports on the site
provide significant details that shed
light on important events. Where
WikiLeaks falls short is in its biased
writing masked as journalism and
overzealous disclosure of some information that should be kept secret.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

p.m.; magic show by John Calvert, 2 p.m., Houdini Museum,
1433 N. Main Ave.
FALL FUN FEST: featuring
games, food and candy, Sunday, 5 to 8 p.m., Clarks Green
Assembly of God, 204 S.
Abington Road. 586-8286.
COMPASSIONATE CARE HOSPICE FOUNDATION PERKY
TURKEY 5K RUN/WALK: featuring live music by Windfall,
therapy dogs, basket raffles
and more, Nov. 6, registration
begins 8 a.m.; run at 9 a.m.,
Nay Aug Park,$20, benefits
CCHF programs. 346-2241.
AHEA HARVEST CRAFT FAIR:
Nov. 6, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Abington Heights High School, benefits student scholarship funds.
THOMAS G. CUPILLARI ’60
ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVA-
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Casino slots payouts
& table games
For week of Oct. 11-17

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $57,384,858
Payouts: $51,648,865
Active slot machines: 2,466
State tax: $1,399,531
Payouts year to date:
$780,364,727
Table games revenue (Sept.):
$3,366,195 (84 games)

Mount Airy

Wagers: $38,066,017
Payouts: $34,535,286
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $930,262
Payouts year to date:
$611,962,569
Table games revenue (Sept.):
$4,038,919 (72 games)

Sands, Bethlehem

Wagers: $64,628,816
Payouts: $58,236,920
Active slot machines: 3,032
State tax: $1,599,696
Payouts year to date:
$1,015,284,435
Table games revenue (Sept.):
$4,876,562 (89 games)

TORY FALL SESSIONS:
Community Library, 1200 W.
Wednesdays and Fridays,
Grove St., Clarks Summit, free.
through Nov. 12, 7:30 p.m.,
ST. CECELIA INSTRUMENTAL
Route 107, free. 945-8402.
AND CHORAL MUSIC CONANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:
CERT: featuring choirs of St.
Nov. 12-13, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Paul of the Cross and St. Ann’s
Nov. 14, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., St.
Basilica parishes, Sacred Hearts
John the Baptist Russian Orthoof Jesus and Mary Church builddox Parish Center, Hill Street,
ing, Nov. 14, 2 p.m., free.
Mayfield.
18TH ANNUAL SANTA PARADE:
ANNUAL ST. ANN’S BASILICA
Nov. 20, begins 9 a.m.,
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL: Nov.
throughout downtown Scranton.
13, noon to 6 p.m.; Nov. 14, 9
Visit www.santaparade.net.
a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Ann’s Basili- TREE LIGHTING: Nov. 21, 4
ca School Learn and Grow
p.m., Griffin Pond Animal ShelCenter, 1258 St. Ann’s St.
ter, Clarks Summit.
SCRANTON GHOST WALKS:
HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS:
daily, 7 p.m., $15 weekNEPA Philharmonic, Dec. 3, 7
days/$20 weekends. Call
p.m., Scranton Cultural Center
383-1821 or visit http://
at The Masonic Temple; Dec.
4, 2 and 7 p.m., F.M. Kirby
scrantonghostwalk.com.
Center, Wilkes-Barre, $10-$65.
HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE: Nov.
13, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Abington
Please see PLACES Page C3

