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at Lakeland

Elementary School’s

Halloween parade
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STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

T
he Internet can be a powerful
tool for learning. While there
are many sites where the
main concerns are Kim Kar-
dashian’s marital status, or

who the latest “star” to flub a dance
move is, khanacademy.org is more
concerned with teaching your kids
algebra.

The site is a free, nonprofit ven-
ture dedicated to bringing knowl-
edge to the masses. It hosts a collec-
tion of over 2,600 YouTube videos
featuring short lessons on a variety
of subjects.

Currently, math and science are
the principal focus of the lessons,
but the site’s founder, Salman “Sal”

Khan, plans eventual-
ly to cover “every-
thing.” A recent part-
nership with Smart-
history.org has added
hundreds of videos
on art history to the
collection of lessons.

Home school or

whole school

Anyone can view the lessons on
the site or do practice problems. If
you want to keep track of your prog-
ress, you need to register through a
Google or Facebook account. The
site has several testimonials from
users claiming the video lessons
have dramatically changed their
lives for the better.

Teachers can use the site as a
classroom aid. They need to register
as “coaches” and create accounts for
all of their students. Once they do
this, the site provides numerous
tools that enable them to track the
progress of individual students as
well as entire groups. Students also
can earn badges as they progress.

The KhanAcademy currently is
involved in pilot projects in a few
schools in California. The schools
integrated the website into their

math programs and saw significant
improvements in several areas. The
academy plans to initiate programs
in more schools in the coming year
as its resources permit.

All in the family

Mr. Khan explains on the site how
he started tutoring a young cousin
who was struggling with math. They
spoke over the phone and used
Yahoo Doodle online as a shared
notepad. She did so well with the
tutoring that several more relatives
asked for help. It was easier to make
YouTube videos of the lessons that
they could watch when convenient,
than to coordinate times for every-
one to get together.

Other people began noticing the
video lessons and sending encourag-
ing comments. Mr. Khan eventually
quit his job as a hedge fund manager
to do KhanAcademy full time. He
initially used his own money to oper-
ate the site until donors, including
The Gates Foundation and Google,
provided enough funding for him to
run and staff the virtual academy,
and draw a salary.

The staff is an impressively cre-
dentialed collection of businessmen,
educators, software engineers,
designers and other specialists.
There are MBAs, Ph.D.s, MFAs and
other degrees from such prestigious
schools as MIT, Harvard, Stanford,
RISD, the University of Pennsylva-
nia and others in the group.

The video lessons are conducted
on an electronic blackboard, with
most of them narrated by Mr. Khan
in an informal, conversational tone.
Many have still images of relevant
subject matter posted on the board.
As Mr. Khan discusses the lesson,
notations, calculations and diagrams
appear on the board as if drawn with
an unseen hand. Most lessons last 10
to 15 minutes, with some a little
shorter and some longer.

All of the
lessons are
grouped by
subjects, dom-
i n a t e d b y
math, in a long
list at the bot-
t o m o f t h e
h o m e p a g e .
Clicking on a list
item takes you to
a page with a
large video player
featuring the sub-
ject you selected.
There’s a button to
take you to practice
problems and a sec-
tion where you can
ask questions. You
also can enable subti-
tles in several lan-
guages, download the
lesson or share it.

A good lesson

Khanacademy is nice-
ly designed with logical,
intuitive navigation. The
typography, graphics and
color palette work well
together and help guide
you through the content.
All of the videos and links I
tried worked without any
glitches, though I did see
one comment on the site
complaining about missing
videos.

Mr. Khan writes at length
in the “About” section about
his altruistic motives for creat-
ing the website, and I have no
reason to doubt him. There are
no ads on the site and it doesn’t
try to sell you anything, so feel
free to visit and learn.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist
for The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with
links to your favorite websites.
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KhanAcademy delivers free

education around the world

Higher
Education

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays, Chris
Gratz; Wednesdays, Marko Mar-
cinko Jazz Group.

BELLISSIMO PIZZERIA AND

RISTORANTE, 223 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,
Expozure; Wednesdays, kara-
oke with Speaker Jam.

BLU WASABI, Route 6, Dickson
City: Monday, Dashboard Mary;
Tuesday, Malcolm-Lewis Duo.

CAVERNA, 602 Church St., Jes-
sup: today, Marilyn Kennedy.

CLAM DIGGERS, Days Inn, Route
6, Dickson City: today, Backdraft;
Sunday, karaoke; Wednesday,
Singles Mingle Party.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove Haven

Resort: today, Tom Daddario,
Chapter 2; Sunday, Somethin’
Else; Paradise Stream Resort:

today, Mike Jones, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Palace

Resort: today, John Carfi, Wild-
fire; Sunday, Group Du Jour.

FORMOSA RESTAURANT, 727 S.
State St., Clarks Summit: Thurs-
days, jazz music with Kenny
McGraw and Ron Leas.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel:
Wednesdays, Open Mic Night;
Fridays and Saturdays, Wise
Crackers Comedy Show.

JJ BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Take 3.

THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.: today,
Rockabilly & The 45s.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Best West-
ern Plus, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Side Door.

MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
The Invisible Swordsmen.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO, Mount
Pocono: today, DJ Aprile, CJT
Duo; Sunday, Jerry Kozic, CJT
Duo.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ Honey
Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUMRUNNERZ BAR AND

GRILLE, 600 E. Drinker St.,
Dunmore: Sunday, open mic
with Sean Loughney and Cul-
len Sommers.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Latin Night Club.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Kartune.

WELLINGTON’S, Clarks Sum-
mit: today, Broke by Monday.

MUSIC
HOW TO BE A GREAT SINGER:

THE FEEDING AND CARE OF

THE SINGER’S VOICE: Barber-
shop vocal clinic featuring Any-
thing Goes quartet, today and
Nov. 12, 10:30 a.m. to noon,
Dietrich Theater, 60 E. Tioga St.,
Tunkhannock, free. 836-8595 or
240-1566.

AGNOSTIC FRONT: today, doors
open 6 p.m., show 6:30 p.m.,
Eleanor Rigby’s, 603 Scranton-
Carbondale Highway, Jermyn,
$12/$14.

PHIL LESH AND BOB WEIR WITH

FURTHUR: today, 7 p.m., Mohe-
gan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza,
$45/$55. 800-745-3000. Visit
www.ticketmaster.com.

AN EVENING OF MUSIC: today, 7
p.m., First Christian Church,
2045 N. Main Ave., $5/$2.50.
587-3766.

AN EVENING OF CLASSICAL AND

FLAMENCO GUITAR: featuring
Jerome Mouffe and Grisha Gory-
achev, today, 8 p.m., Marian Cha-
pel, Marywood University,
$15/$10. 756-3347. Visit www.
cgsnepa.org.

CHORAL SOCIETY OF NORTH-

EAST PENNSYLVANIA CON-

CERTS: The Choral Artists of

NEPA and Wyoming County Cho-

rale, today, Tunkhannock; Royal

Ceremony, Sunday, St. Ste-
phen’s, Wilkes-Barre; Christmas

with the Choral Society, Nov. 27,
3 p.m., Covenant Presbyterian
Church, 550 Madison Ave.; A

Ceremony of English Carols,

Dec. 11, St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 232 Wyoming Ave.; Ger-

man Requiem, with NEPA Phil-
harmonic, April 27; with Wyo-

ming County Chorale, May 5,
Tunkhannock; Renaissance and

Baroque Masterworks, May 12,
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 232
Wyoming Ave. 343-6707.

ANGELS IN THE ARCHITECTURE:

Marywood University Wind
Ensemble, Sunday, 4 p.m., Sette
LaVerghetta Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Marywood Universi-
ty, free.

Bill and Megan Nolan

of Scott Twp.

Pattie, left, and Brooke

Koslowski of Scott Twp.

James and Raine

Lindemuth of Scott Twp.

Tina O’Hara, left, of

Greenfield Twp. and Cathy

Rivenburgh of Mayfield

Ben, left, and Alan

Shields of Scott Twp.

Tanya, left, and Ava

Grover of Scott Twp.

Wendy Besten, left, and

Debbie McGovrn,

both of Greenfield Twp.

Susan Malar

and Gavin Roberts,

both of Scott Twp.

Weekly top apps
App Store Official Charts for
the week ending Oct. 31:

Top paid iPhone apps:

1. Angry Birds
(Clickgamer.com)

2. Zombieville USA 2
(Mika Mobile Inc.)

3. Angry Birds Seasons
(Rovio Mobile Ltd.)

4. Fruit Ninja
(Halfbrick Studios)

5. Camera+ (tap tap tap)
6. TETRIS (Electronic Arts)
7. Flashlight (i4software)
8. Fruit Ninja: Puss in Boots

(Halfbrick Studios)
9. Plants vs. Zombies

(PopCap)

10. WhatsApp Messenger
(WhatsApp Inc.)

Top free iPhone apps:

1. Facebook Messenger
(Facebook Inc.)

2. Rope’n’Fly - From Dusk Till
Dawn (Robert Szeleney)

3. Flick Home Run!
(infinity pocket)

4. Reckless Getaway
(Polarbit)

5. Family Feud & Friends
(Ludia)

6. Facebook (Facebook Inc.)
7. Flashlight.?

(Latter-Day Apps)
8. Brothers In Arms 2: Glob-

al Front Free+ (Gameloft)
9. Pandora Radio

(Pandora Media Inc.)

10. Drag Racing Free
(Creative Mobile Games)

Top paid iPad apps:

1. Bike Baron
(Mountain Sheep)

2. Zombieville USA 2
(Mika Mobile Inc.)

3. Pages (Apple)
4. Where’s My Water?

(Disney)
5. Modern Combat 3: Fallen

Nation (Gameloft)
6. Living Earth HD - World

Clock and Weather
(Moshen Chan)

7. Keynote (Apple)
8. Numbers (Apple)
9. Thomas & Friends: Day of

the Diesels (Callaway Digi-
tal Arts Inc.)

10. Weather+ (International
Travel Weather Calculator)

Top free iPad apps:

Brothers In Arms 2: Global
Front Free+ (Gameloft)

2. Adobe Reader (Adobe
Systems Incorporated)

3. Reckless Getaway (Polarbit)
4. iBooks (Apple)
5. Facebook (Facebook Inc.)
6. Family Feud & Friends

(Ludia)
7. Rope’n’Fly - From Dusk Till

Dawn (Robert Szeleney)
8. Netflix (Netflix Inc.)
9.Drag Racing Free (Creative

Mobile Games)
10. Adobe Carousel (Adobe

Systems Inc.)
—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CORRECTION
In a story that appeared on

page C4 of Thursday’s Times-
Tribune, the name of the
original owner of Andy’s Piz-
za was misspelled. The cor-
rect spelling is Andy Todaro.
Carmella Todaro, daughter
of Mr. Todaro, said that he
began selling pizza in 1946.
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