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Casino won’t
risk license
to rig slots
Dear Mark: Since big
jackpots seldom hit, when
you play a three-reel megajackpot progressive like
Megabucks can you really be
certain that each reel has the
top symbol for the biggest
jackpot, and if so, can it be
programmed to never land
on that symbol?
— Jenny D.

Jessie Reap

Fundraiser
will assist
Reap family
BY STACY BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Jessie Reap would have celebrated her 21st birthday
Monday.
Instead, on Sunday, the life
of the young girl whose story
of heart transplant surgery
and her battle to survive captured the attention of the
region and the family of Sen.
Robert Casey, will be celebrated during a fundraiser at
Holy Rosary Church in
Scranton.
Family and friends have
planned the event to help Ms.
Reap’s family, who, in addition to the loss of Jessie, have
also seen others succumb to
cardiomyopathy, a heart disorder.
The Jessie and Colin Reap
Foundation was established
to raise funds to help Kathy
Reap, their mother, with medical expenses.
Sen. Casey
is scheduled to
be the honorary chairman
for the Sunday
event, which is
planned from
CASEY
1 to 5 p.m.
“Colin is tested every four
months,” said Stephanie
Shimkus Decker, one of the
event’s organizers and a friend
of the Reap family. “So, what
we’ve established is a transplant fund to help with medical and living expenses.”
Ms. Reap was an organ and
tissue donor who had teamed
up with Gov. Robert Casey to
advocate organ donations,
Ms. Decker said. Gov. Casey
was himself a transplant
recipient and, with Jessie,
became the faces of a NEPA
Coalition on Donation.
“Jessie and her mother
were each other’s best friend
and support system,” Ms.
Decker said. Jessie even had
a hand in raising Colin after
their father died, she said.
Kevin Reap, Jessie and
Colin’s father, died of a heart
attack in 1999. Jessie Reap
died last month.
His death was the first
indication of a genetic heart
problem that affects 10 members of the family.
The event will include a
bounce house for children, cotton candy, a silent auction and
refreshments. Holy Rosary will
have a big screen television in
the hall to show the day’s football games, Ms. Decker said.
Contact the writer:
sbrown@timesshamrock.com

If you go
What: Fundraiser for Jessie Reap’s family
When: Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.
Where: Holy Rosary Church
Details: Tickets are $10 for
students ages 12 to 20;
$15 for adults; children
under 12 are free. Donations to the Jessie and
Colin Reap Foundation can
also be made at any Penn
Security Bank. More information, call 343-2011.

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.
ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, Jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.
THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn Ave.:
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Virtual museum
Adobe creates media for the masses.
Will it display mainstream art as well?

A

s a graphic artist I visit
a lot of websites devoted
to professional artists.
They’re sites that artists
and graphic designers
find interesting, but don’t necessarily appeal to the general public. Adobemuseum.com is a site that may
connect with a broader audience.
Adobe is a company whose products touch the lives of almost everyone in some fashion. A majority of
the software used by professionals
who design printed
materials and websites, or who shoot
photos or video comes
from Adobe. That
means anyone who
has ever read a book,
KEVIN
newspaper, magazine
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or business card, and
InSites
anyone who has ever
visited a website, and
anyone who has ever used a professional photographer has interacted
with a product that Adobe had a
hand in making. The brandname of
one of their most well-known programs, Photoshop, has become a
verb in popular usage.
The site’s official name is Adobe
Museum of Digital Media and its
mission is to showcase the latest and
greatest digital artwork. It promises
to be “an ever-changing repository
of eclectic exhibits.” Industry leaders in art, technology and business
will be called upon to curate and
comment on the virtual exhibits.

Impressive but slow
When you first visit the site it
takes a surprisingly long time to
load considering it represents one of
the leading technology companies in
the world. Once it does load, there’s
an impressive video introduction
that shows the museum as a futuris-

tic, scuptural skyscraper located in
major cities around the world.
The virtual tour guide, which is a
really cool computer-generated cross
between a jellyfish, a robot and an
eyeball, then takes you through the
building while the voice of Isabella
Rosalinni narrates. The tour concludes in the atrium, which is occupied by a spinning animation of the
building, a spinning tour guide and
a creepy, twitching eyeball.
The building image has links to
replays of the intro and a video of
how the museum was created,
including using actual architects to
design the virtual building. The tour
guide image is a link to a message
from the museum’s curator, and the
eyeball is a link to the museum’s
first exhibit.

In the eye of the beholder
The exhibit “Uncanny Valley” is
by American artist Tony Oursler. It
was designed specifically for the
Adobe Museum’s first exhibit. The
artist explains the Uncanny Valley
as a theory that states the closer
machines come to mimicking the
human form the more disturbing
they become. He postulates that the
Internet mirrors the human consciousness in this same manner.
In his exhibit, he attempts to create the types of linkages between different subjects that drive the Internet. It’s a visually engaging mix of
video, graphics, audio and interactivity with a touch of darkness.
Bizarre floating heads with macabre
makeup offer what’s supposed to be
insightful commentary when you
click on them.
The exhibit allows the virtual
museum to mimic actual brick and
mortar art museums in an unintended way. Art is subjective by nature,
but it seems that some art museums

exhibit truly amazing works alongside bizarre pieces that leave me
scratching my head, wondering who
would ever consider hanging them
on a wall.

Tremendous potential
That being said, I think the Adobe
Museum has tremendous potential.
Visit many digital artists’ and graphic design firms’ websites and you’ll
see an abundance of amazing work
being created every day around the
world using electronic media. A site
dedicated to showing, explaining
and preserving that work is a must.
If the Adobe site makes an effort to
exhibit the work of the numerous
talented professionals out there, and
not just the elitist material that turns
off the general public, it will be
worth visiting again and again.
There are sections on the site for
comments, biographies, a site map,
becoming a member, an about section and a calendar of upcoming
exhibits.
The site is visually compelling
with sophisticated video and animations throughout. This rich media
comes with a price though — individual pages load at an unforgivably
slow rate. It’s hard to fathom that a
company as technologically proficient as Adobe would build a site
that loads so slowly.
Adobe is a company that creates
sophisticated software that design
professionals use to create media for
the man on the street. If it continues
that philosophy with the Adobe
Museum of Digital Media and brings
beautiful works by talented people to
everyone else, it will have created
something truly special.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

Rest assured, Jenny, that if
a combination is listed on the
pay table, it has to be possible
to hit it on
that machine,
or on any other machines
wired together on a netwo rk . A l s o
MARK
feel comfortPILARSKI
able that each
Deal Me In
machine’s
payback percentage, while admittedly
extremely low because it is a
monster progressive, is the
same as the payback percentage of all the others that it is
linked to.
Here’s the deal, Jenny.
Casinos are not interested in
exposing their gaming licenses to loss through any inkling
of cheating, which would be
the case if they eliminated
an Eagle Megabucks logo
from the third reel, or rigged
the machine so it would never land three Eagles across.
The gaming industry is probably the most regulated business in America. State gaming regulatory agencies
would close a casino down
for defrauding, or appearing
to defraud, the public by having machines that can’t hit
the top jackpot because of a
top symbol missing from a
particular reel, or a stop position inserted for that icon.
Dear Mark: A bus takes
us senior citizens to the casino once a month, and I budget my play to what I can
afford, which is $100. With
that amount, what denomination slot machine should I
be playing on? Will it be
enough to get some perks?
— Ruth M.
I’m glad to see, Ruth, that
you are a prudent player with
a budget, and only gambling
with money that you can
afford to lose. As for which
machine denomination, you
need to keep your slot
machine selection proportionate to your bankroll. With
a $100 bankroll, obviously
Please see DEAL, Page C2

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Oct. 18-24

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $55,103,096
Payouts: $49,659,923
Active slot machines: 2,466
State tax: $1,348,125
Payouts year to date:
$830,024,651

Mount Airy

Wagers: $38,177,911
Payouts: $34,749,044
Active slot machines: 2,450
State tax: $906,975
Payouts year to date:
$646,711,614

Sands, Bethlehem

Wagers: $64,964,014
Payouts: $58,610,628
Active slot machines: 3,034
State tax: $1,528,781
Payouts year to date:
$1,073,895,064
SOURCE: PA. GAMING BOARD

today, The Balladeers.
CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY TIKI
BAR, 821 Northern Blvd., Clarks
Summit: today, Kathy Rimm.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove Haven
Resort: today and Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise Stream Resort:
today and Sunday, The Byrd
Pressley Band; Pocono Palace
Resort: today, Keith Alexander
Band; Sunday, Group Du Jour.
HAGGERTY’S, North Main Avenue: today, DJ More2Luv.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Wise
Crackers Comedy; Wednesday, Dave Costa.
THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.: today,
Sounds for Scoliosis; Tuesday,
DJ Ben O’Leary.
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and

435, Covington Twp.: today,
Crimson Tears.
MERT’S, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Andrew John.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,
Mount Pocono: Gypsies Nightclub and Lounge: today, DJ Mike
Mittman; Red’s, today, Bud
Noble; Sunday, Marko Marcinko.
OWN LEE PLACE, Clarks Summit: Wednesdays, Mike Antosh.
PARKER HOUSE, Parker Street:
today, DJ Missy.
POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ
Honey Do.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
STATION HOTEL, 700 Lackawanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.
RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
Mohegan Sun Casino, WilkesBarre: Fridays and Saturdays,

Jim Waltich Jazz Trio featuring
Erin Malloy.
SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Saturdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
STATION SQUARE, 400 Lackawanna Ave., Olyphant: today,
Take Three.
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Kartune.
WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
and Sundays, karaoke with DJ
Tony Piazza.

SEASONAL
COMPASSIONATE CARE HOSPICE FOUNDATION PERKY
TURKEY 5K RUN/WALK: featuring live music by Windfall,

therapy dogs, basket raffles
and more, today, registration
begins 8 a.m.; run at 9 a.m.,
Nay Aug Park,$20, benefits
CCHF programs. 346-2241.
AHEA HARVEST CRAFT FAIR:
today, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Abington Heights High
School, benefits student
scholarship funds.
THOMAS G. CUPILLARI ’60
ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY FALL SESSIONS: Wednesday and Friday, 7:30 p.m.,
Route 107, free. 945-8402.
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:
Nov. 12-13, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Nov. 14, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., St.
John the Baptist Russian
Orthodox Parish Center, Hill
Street, Mayfield.
ANNUAL ST. ANN’S BASILICA
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL: Nov.

13, noon to 6 p.m.; Nov. 14, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Ann’s Basilica School Learn and Grow
Center, 1258 St. Ann’s St.
SCRANTON GHOST WALKS:
daily, 7 p.m., $15 weekdays/$20 weekends. Call
383-1821 or visit http://
scrantonghostwalk.com.
HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE:
Nov. 13, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Abington Community Library,
1200 W. Grove St., Clarks
Summit, free.
ST. CECELIA INSTRUMENTAL
AND CHORAL MUSIC CONCERT: featuring choirs of St.
Paul of the Cross and St.
Ann’s Basilica parishes,
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and
Mary Church building, Nov.
14, 2 p.m., free.
Please see PLACES Page C3

