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Shaara final
speaker for
lecture series

Fast vs. slow
casino play
tricky debate

STAFF REPORT

Dear Mark: I read one of
your columns online where
you wrote: “speed kills in a
casino environment.” You
were talking about the differences between hand shuffling
and machine shuffling in
blackjack. Here is where my
question
comes in. I
play a decent
game of quarter video poker at a pretty
g o o d cl i p,
MARK
whereas my
PILARSKI
w i f e p l ay s
Deal Me In
quarter slots
at a leisurely
pace. Although I’m playing
faster at a game with a lower
house edge, does my speed
offset that lower house edge
compared to my wife, who
thinks she is actually playing
smarter by playing quarter
slots at a much slower pace?
We argue over this every
time we play together.
— Frank R.

Jeff Shaara, a novelist
whose books tell the stories
of both great and ordinary
citizens as they fight America’s wars, will be the final
speaker in the 2010 Lackawanna County Library System
Library Lecture Series.
Mr. Shaara is to speak
Monday, Nov. 15, at 7 p.m. at
Scranton Cultural Center at
the Masonic
Temple.
Nine of Mr.
Shaara’s books
have been New
York Times
best-sellers.
SHAARA T h e m o s t
recent, “No Less Than Victory,” is the final installment in a
trilogy covering the European
Theater of Operations in
World War II.
Mr. Shaara’s previous books
have been set in World War I,
the Civil War, the Mexican War
and the Revolutionary War.
T h e s o n o f n ove l i s t
Michael Shaara, author of
“Killer Angels,” a depiction
of the Battle of Gettysburg,
Mr. Shaara began writing
after his father’s death. A prequel to his father’s classic,
“Gods and Generals” was
published in 1996 and was an
immediate best-seller. “The
Last Full Measure,” a sequel
to “Killer Angels,” concluded
the Civil War series.
He turned to the Mexican
War, producing the novel
“Gone for Soldiers,” which
also hit the best-seller list.
In his next two novels, Mr.
Shaara explored the Revolutionary War. Both “Rise to
Rebellion” and “The Glorious
Cause” linked some of the
great personalities who helped
found the United States.
After books on America’s
first war, Mr. Shaara leapfrogged ahead to World War I
producing “To The Last
Man,” his sixth best-seller.
Born in New Brunswick,
N.J., Mr. Shaara grew up in
Tallahassee, Fla. He graduated from Florida State University with a degree in criminology. Prior to writing, he
was a successful dealer in
coins and precious metals.
“We are honored to have
the 2010 Library Lecture
Series conclude with a novelist of Jeff Shaara’s caliber,”
said Mary Garm, library system administrator. “His
books provide special insight
into American lives being
tested by war.”
Funding for the Lecture
Series is provided by the
Lackawanna County Office
of Arts and Culture. It is part
of the art, literature and performance collaboration of
the Lackawanna County
Library System, the Scranton Cultural Center and the
Everhart Museum.
Tickets for the event can
be obtained at any Lackawanna County Library System
library or the Scranton Cultural Center box office.

If you go
What: 2010 Lackawanna
County Library System
Library Lecture Series
Who: Novelist Jeff Shaara,
final speaker in the series
Where: Scranton Cultural Center at The Masonic Temple
When: Monday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
Details: Admission free with
library card. Tickets available at
any Lackawanna County Library
System library or the box office
at the Cultural Center.

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729 Oak
St.: today, Ron Price.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group;
Saturdays, Chris Gratz.
THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn Ave.:
today, The Wannabees.

KEVIN O’NEILL /
STAFF ARTIST

Website lets you plot courses for walking,
running or biking anywhere in the world

I

f you’re a walker, runner or
cyclist who wants to know how
far your favorite routes are taking you, then walkjogrun.net
is the website for you.
The site is a mashup of Google
Maps and software that lets you plot
and measure routes. You can enter
an address for the area that you want
to walk, run or bicycle in, and draw out
the route you want to
explore.
As you click on the
points along your
route to draw it on
KEVIN
the map, the site calO’NEILL
culates the distance
InSites
to each point, the
amount of time it
takes to travel to it at different
speeds, and even the number of calories you’ll burn. When you’re done,
the entire route is displayed in the
familiar Google Map style, with the
same options of map, satellite,
hybrid, terrain and Earth views.

More than just mileage
At the bottom of the map are statistics based on your route, some of
which you can edit. There’s distance,
which is fixed, and speed, which you
can change based on whether you’re
walking, running or biking. There’s
also pace, which is editable and measured in minutes per mile. You can
enter the time in minutes it takes
you to do your route and the site will
calculate your speed and pace. Enter
your weight in the calorie counter
and the site figures out how many
calories you burn based on the distance and speed figures. Changing
any of the editable statistics recalculates the others.
To the left of your map is a display
that profiles the changing elevations
above sea level of your route. It’s a

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, Jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.
CASTALDI’S PASTA HOUSE,
401 Railroad Avenue: today,
Millenium.
CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY TIKI
BAR, 821 Northern Blvd., Clarks
Summit: today, Pat Finnerty.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove
Haven Resort: today, Wildfire;
Sunday, Group Du Jour; Paradise Stream Resort: today, The
Jumpers Orchestra; Sunday,
The Byrd Pressley Band.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: today, Wise
Crackers Comedy; Wednesday, Dave Costa.
THE KEYS, 244 Penn Ave.: today,
‘80s night with DJ Ben O’Leary;

nice way to quickly see where the
hills on the route rise and how steep
they are. Below that is a point-topoint table detailing the distances
and times of each section of the
route. It also has a running total of
the distance for any point along the
way from beginning to end.
WalkJogRun is useful for more
than just figuring out how far your
current routes are. You can experiment with new routes on the site,
plotting them based on the time and
distance you want to travel. You can
also look at routes posted by other
users in the area that are organized
by length.

More than just Main Street
If you like to keep up with your
routine while you travel the site
comes in handy. You can search for
existing routes in the area you’ll be
visiting, or you can map out routes
on your own in advance. You can
print your routes out or purchase
the site’s iPhone app to use with
your mobile devices.
The site has routes plotted in
countries all around the world, from
Afghanistan to Zambia. Clicking on
the Cities link at the top of the page
takes you to a list of all the countries
with plotted routes. The number of
routes in each country is next to the
country’s name on the list.
There are some accuracy issues
with the numbers though. For
instance, when I clicked on Afghanistan, which lists three routes, it took
me to a page with two maps. Each of
the maps was shown twice. Also,
there’s a separate list of the 10 countries with the most routes plotted. It
lists the U.K., with 100,768 routes,
and the United Kingdom, with 39,284
routes. I’m don’t know what’s going
on with that. The U.S.A. has 89,483
routes currently plotted.

More than just maps
You can register to join the site for
free, which allows you to save your
routes in one place, join member
groups, and get on a mailing list that
claims to be “chock full of goodies.”
You don’t have to register to view,
plot or post routes though.
The Groups page lists the 30 most
recently added groups, but it doesn’t
have a way to view or search all the
groups on the site. There’s also a
Blog section for people to share their
thoughts, and a Connect section to
interface with Google, Twitter and
Facebook. This section also has a
survey you can fill out, a newletter
and a contact page to e-mail the site.
The Deals section sells WalkJogRun merchandise, such as apparel,
water bottles and buttons. An Events
section lists upcoming races, walks,
rides, etc., in the U.S. You can search
by location or browse by type of
event. Finally, there’s an About section that describes the site, profiles
its creators, lists media mentions of
the site and posts user feedback.
Information for those who want to
buy advertising on the site is also in
this section.
Anyone who walks, jogs, runs or
bikes will find this site useful. It’s
quick and easy to use, with simple
navigation and only a few minor
quirks. The menu bar at the top of
the page is nicely designed and functions well. The main content on the
various pages won’t win any design
awards, but it’s organized and easy
to follow. There are some annoying
popup ads, but overall the site provides a nice online experience that
delivers what it promises.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

SEASONAL

Yes, Frank, speed kills in a
casino, the zinger fact being
the more hands or handle
yanks either of you play per
hour, the more your gambling funds are subjected to
the razor-sharp edge of the
house knife.
With the limited information in your question, Frank,
I’ll have to make a few
assumptions, like how fast a
good clip is and how good is
decent. The fast-fingered can
be clocked at 750-800 hands
an hour at video poker. But
for argument’s sake, I’ll
assume that you employ
basic strategy and play at a
pace of 500 hands per hour.
Also, without knowing which
quarter machines your wife
enjoys or her pace, I am going
to figure her play at six spins
a minute on a three-coin
machine.
You first, Frank. With canny machine selection and
some video poker prowess,
you can reduce the house
edge to one-half of 1 percent.
So, risking the maximum
coin amount on a quarter
machine of $1.25, at a steady
pace of 500 hands per hour,
you will put into play $625
during those 60 minutes, creating an hourly loss of
approximately $3.
Pretty sweet, Frank, but
the minuscule 0.5 percent
casino advantage includes
the likelihood of hitting a
royal flush. If you don’t, the
house edge would be considerably higher. Even with
Please see DEAL Page C3

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Oct. 25-31

Mohegan Sun

Wagers: $53,767,418
Payouts: $48,297,414
Active slot machines: 2,466
State tax: $1,468,865
Payouts year to date:
$878,322,065

Mount Airy

Wagers: $36,258,633
Payouts: $32,968,946
Active slot machines: 2,448
State tax: $879,824
Payouts year to date:
$679,680,561

Sands, Bethlehem

Wagers: $67,900,337
Payouts: $61,220,217
Active slot machines: 3,032
State tax: $1,669,797
Payouts year to date:
$1,135,115,282

Tuesdays, DJ Ben O’Leary.
RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA
Ann’s Basilica parishes,
J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,
STATION HOTEL, 700 LackaSacred Hearts of Jesus and
Clarks Summit: today, Route 66.
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Mary Church building, Sunday,
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
Costa Trio.
2 p.m., free.
today, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday, TREE LIGHTING MEMORIAL
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435, RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. John the
Covington Twp.: today, J-2.
Mohegan Sun Casino, WilkesSERVICES: featuring music by
Baptist Russian Orthodox Parish
MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Valley View Senior High ChoCenter, Hill Street, Mayfield.
The Jeffrey James Band.
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.
rus, Thursday, Mid-Valley HosMOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT, SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur- ANNUAL ST. ANN’S BASILICA
pital, Peckville; Nov. 21,
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL: today,
Mount Pocono: Gypsies Nightdays, Doug Smith Orchestra.
begins 5 p.m., Abington Recnoon to 6 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.
club and Lounge: today, DJ
STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81,
reation Park, Northern Bouleto 3 p.m., St. Ann’s Basilica
Mike Mittman; Red’s, today,
Scott Exit 199: Fridays and
vard, Clarks Summit. 800School Learn and Grow Center,
Bud Noble; Sunday, Spencer
Saturdays, DJ Rocken Bob.
870-0085.
1258 St. Ann’s St.
and Nancy Reed.
TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
I’LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTHOLIDAY MARKETPLACE:
NEW PENNY, 1827 N. Main
Ashley’s Attik.
MAS BUFFET DINNER AND
today, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Ave.: today, Ultrasonic Joyride. WELLINGTON’S, Clarks SumSHOW: Nov. 19-20, 6:30
Abington Community Library,
OWN LEE PLACE, Clarks Summit: today, Jakesway.
p.m., Fiorelli’s, Peckville. 8001200 W. Grove St., Clarks
mit: Wednesdays, Mike Antosh. WHISTLES PUB & EATERY,
927-9083.
Summit, free.
PARKER HOUSE, Parker Street:
Franklin Avenue: Thursdays
18TH ANNUAL SANTA PARADE:
today, DJ Dennis.
and Sundays, karaoke with DJ ST. CECELIA INSTRUMENTAL
Nov. 20, begins 9 a.m.,
AND CHORAL MUSIC CONPOOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Tony Piazza.
through downtown Scranton.
CERT: featuring choirs of St.
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ Hon- WILDCAT SALOON, Route 247,
Visit www.santaparade.net.
Paul of the Cross and St.
ey Do.
Archbald: today, Hillybilly D’Lux.
Please see PLACES Page C3

