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Fun Day at the Park

at McDade Park

in Scranton

JAKE DANNA STEVENS /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

T he National Archives is America’s filing
cabinet. The U.S. government generates
endless mountains of documents during
the course of its daily business. From 1
percent to 3 percent of them are consid-

ered important enough to be filed in the archives for
permanent historical preservation.

You can rifle through the drawers of the nation’s
filing cabinet at archives.gov, the website of the
National Archives. In those drawers you’ll find doc-

uments such as the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution,
along with historic photographs
from Pearl Harbor and Iwo Jima.

In addition to holding enough
paper documents to circle the earth
57 times, and tens of millions of pho-
tos, the National Archives also hold
tens of thousands of motion pictures,
hundreds of thousands of audio and
video recordings, millions of maps,
charts and architectural drawings,

and billions of electronic records. In fact, the
archives contain so much information that it’s not
all available on the website.

What are you looking for?

There are a variety of reasons why you might
want to visit the archives online. If you are a veter-
an, or you just want to research the service records
of your grandfather, there are extensive military
records accessible through the website’s Veterans’
Service Records section. While not all records are
available directly on the site, there are online forms
for requesting records and replacing lost medals
and awards. There’s also lots of historical military
documents and photographs, and links to other
resources.

For those interested in tracing their family histo-
ries, the site has a Resources for Genealogists sec-
tion. You can look up census, immigration and prop-
erty records that can help you trace your roots.
There are also tips, articles and events geared to
help you in your search.

History lesson

If you’re an educator the Teachers’ Resources sec-
tion has a lot of tools to help you inspire students.
You can download lesson plans and activities or plan
a class trip to the National Archives Museum in
Washington, D.C. There are links to educational
activities, videos and websites. There also are oppor-
tunities for professional development at summer
workshops for teachers.

If you’re a writer, or anyone else who needs to
conduct research, there’s a wealth of information
available on or through archives.gov. The myriad
offices of the federal government intersect with
almost every type of activity that people engage in,
so there’s a good chance that there are records relat-

ed to your topic of
i n t e r e s t i n t h e
archives.

There are links to
information for federal
employees, including
members of congress,
all of the presidential
libraries and even the
press. You also can plan
trips to one of the many
locations across the coun-
try where the National
Archives have storage and
research facilities. There
are many publications,
including the Federal Regis-
ter and Prologue magazine,
the archives’ quarterly maga-
zine, that you can order or
download. Some also are avail-
able in electronic versions for
e-readers, digital tablets and
smart phones.

Just looking around

Of course, you don’t have to be
engaged in serious research to vis-
it the site. It’s interesting and fun
just to poke around the drawers to
see what’s in them.

I spent a lot of time browsing
through the online exhibits on the
site. Picturing the Century is a collec-
tion of photos of the American experi-
ence from the likes of Ansel Adams,
Dorothea Lange and Lewis Hine.
Designs for Democracy is a collection of
historic design drawings of buildings,
ships, monuments, parks and many other
objects. Original plans for the Lincoln
Memorial, the Pentagon, the USS Constella-
tion and more can be viewed here. The Digi-
tal Vaults is an interactive collection of his-
toric photos and documents covering many of
the major events in American history.

The website’s design manages to organize a
tremendous amount of information into an
attractive and manageable interface. Five broad,
color-coded categories on the home page lead to
increasingly specific interior pages. The color
scheme and typography extends through most lev-
els of the site providing a sense of visual unity. The
navigation is intuitive even though there are thou-
sands of links among the many pages. I didn’t
encounter any bad links or other technical issues.
Archives.gov is a very useful and interesting site.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for The Times-
Tribune. Contact him at koneill@timesshamrock.com
with links to your favorite websites.
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SEASONAL
SECOND TURKEY TROT 5K

WALK/RUN: today, registra-
tion 7:30 a.m., Tot Trot 8:30
a.m., 5K Walk/Run 9 a.m.,
Medical Sciences Building,
The Commonwealth Medical
College, 525 Pine St., $15
advance/$20 day of event, $5
or donation of two canned
goods for Tot Trot, food and
clothing donations encour-
aged. Visit www.thecommon
wealthmedical.com/turkeytrot.

19TH ANNUAL GREATER SCRAN-

TON JAYCEES SANTA PARADE:

today, 9 a.m., downtown Scran-
ton. Visit www.santaparade.net.

LACKAWANNA COUNTY CHIL-

DREN’S LIBRARY: Thanksgiving

bake sale, today, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Santa Day Parade activi-

ties, today, noon to 2 p.m. 348-
3000, ext. 3015.

HISTORIC HOTEL STERLING COL-

LECTION: prints and ornaments
by Jack Puhl, today, 1 to 3 p.m.,
Outrageous, Midtown Village Pla-
za, South Main Street, Wilkes-
Barre. 208-7805.

HOLIDAY LIGHTS — LIGHTING

THE WAY FOR CHILDREN: tree
lighting, entertainment, Santa
visit and more, today, pediatric
department tours 6 p.m., lights
ceremony 7 p.m., Community
Medical Center front entrance.
969-7163.

HOLIDAY ART AUCTION: today, 6
p.m., Afa Gallery, 514 Lackawan-
na Ave., $25. 969-1040.

A CHRISTMAS STORY: Actors Cir-
cle, today, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 2
p.m., Providence Playhouse,
1256 Providence Road;
$12/$10/$8. 342-9707.

DOUG SMITH BAND: Skytop
Lodge, Skytop; today, 8:30 to 11
p.m.; jazz brunch, Sunday, 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m.; Thanksgiving,

Thursday, 8:30 to 11 p.m.; holi-

day quartet, Dec. 3, 9 and 16, 9
to 11 p.m.; Yule Log Ceremony,

Dec. 24, 4 to 5 p.m.; dance,

Dec. 24, 8:30 to 11 p.m.; New

Year’s Celebration, Dec. 31, 9
p.m. to 1 a.m.

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR: Sunday,
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., starts at
Waverly Community House,
1115 North Abington Road,
Waverly, $20, benefits Comm.
586-8191, ext. 2.

GRIFFIN POND ANIMAL SHELTER

EVENTS: tree lighting, Sunday, 4
p.m., shelter, 967 Griffin Pond
Road, South Abington Twp.; pet

photos with Santa Claus, Dec.
17-18, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Petsmart, Dickson City.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE

LORD, ALL YE LANDS: featur-
ing church adult, teen, chapel
and bell choirs, musical and
instrumental soloists, Sunday,
4 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 300 School St., Clarks
Summit, free. 586-6306. Visit
www.fpccs.org.

FERDIE BISTOCCHI MEMORIAL

ORCHESTRA: Friends of the

Poor Thanksgiving Dinner,

Tuesday, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
Scranton Cultural Center at
The Masonic Temple, 420 N.
Washington Ave., free; Friends

of the Poor Christmas Dinner,

Dec. 12, 5 to 7 p.m., St.
Mary’s Center, 320 Mifflin
Ave., free.

HOLIDAY TIMES: annual radio tow-
er lighting, fireworks, movies,
music, buggy rides and vendors,
Wednesday, 5 to 7 p.m., Scran-
ton Times Building, 149 Penn
Ave., free admission.

INN AT POCONO MANOR

THANKSGIVING FEAST: Thurs-
day, noon to 5 p.m., 1 Manor
Drive, Pocono Manor,
$28.95/$21.95/$13.95/free
to children under 5, reserva-
tions required. 800-233-8150,
ext. 7670.

THIRD ANNUAL MAGICAL FIRE-

SIDE CHRISTMAS EXTRAVA-

GANZA: Thursday, 5 to 8 p.m.;
Friday to Dec. 31, Fridays, 3 to 7
p.m.; Saturdays, noon to 6 p.m.;
and Sundays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
$5 admission, $1 per activity
ticket; Inn at Pocono Manor,
Route 314, 1 Manor Drive,
Pocono Manor. 800-233-8150,
ext. 7631.

Filed
away
National Archives saves
and provides access to our
most important documents
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