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SEASONAL
JEWELRY, GEMS AND 

STOCKING-STUFFERS 
ANTIQUE SHOW: today, Greater 
Carbondale Chamber of Com-
merce Building, 27 N. Main St., 
Carbondale, $6. 570-960-2754.

ANNUAL SANTA PARADE: today, 

9 to 11 a.m., downtown Scran-
ton. Visit www.santaparade.net.

FIFTH ANNUAL GEISINGER 
TURKEY TROT 5K WALK AND 
FUN RUN: today, 9 a.m., Nay Aug 
Park, $20, benefits Children’s 
Miracle Network. Visit events.
geisinger.org. 800-322-5437.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AND 
THE HAPPY ELF CAST: today, 
10:30 a.m., Hilton Scranton 
and Conference Center, 100 
Adams Ave., $17.95 adults/ 
$12.95 children/free for chil-
dren under 2. Visit www.ticket-
master.com. 800-745-3000.

AFA GALLERY HOLIDAY ART 
AUCTION: today, 6 p.m., Afa 
Gallery, 514 Lackawanna Ave., 
$40. Visit www.artistsforart.
org.  570-969-1040.

ANNUAL HOLIDAY HOUSE 

TOUR: Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., departs from Waverly 
Community House, 1115 North 
Abington Road, Waverly Twp., 
$20, benefits the Comm.

NUTCRACKER TEA PARTY: 
Sunday, 3 to 5 p.m., La Buona 
Vita, Dunmore, $25 
adults/$20 children, benefits 
Ballet Theatre of Scranton’s 
annual production of “The Nut-
cracker,” email wendylettieri@
gmail.com. 570-881-8282.

CHRISTMAS WITH THE TUFTS 
BEELZEBUBS: Sunday, 7:30 
p.m., Lemmond Theater, 
Misericordia University, Dallas, 
$10 general admission/$8 
Misericordia University alumni/
free for Misericordia students. 
Visit cougarconnect.misericor-
dia.edu/bubs. 570-674-6719.

HONESDALE FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS: Friday and Nov. 
29, downtown Honesdale. Vis-
it visithonesdale pa.com. 570-
253-5492.

ELECTRIC CITY TROLLEY 
MUSEUM HOLIDAY TRIPS: 
Thanksgiving weekend rides, 
Friday and Nov. 29, 10:30 
a.m., noon, 1:30 and 3 p.m., 
free for children 12 and young-
er who bring an unwrapped toy 
valued at $5 or more for Toys 
for Tots; Santa Claus rides, 
Nov. 30 and Dec. 6-7, 13-14, 
20-21, 10 and 11 a.m., 12:30, 
2 and 3:30 p.m., reservations 
required. 570-963-6590.

TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA'S 
THE CHRISTMAS ATTIC: Friday, 
3 and 8 p.m., Mohegan Sun 
Arena at Casey Plaza, Wilkes-

Barre Twp. Visit ticketmaster.
com. 800-745-3000.

POCONO MOUNTAIN ARTS 
COUNCIL TENTH ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY ARTS FESTIVAL: 
Nov. 29, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Nov. 30, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
Skytop Lodge, Skytop, free.  

BOOK SIGNING: “Santa Has a 
Wish,” with author Rebecca 
Petrini, Nov. 29, 2 to 4 p.m., 
Library Express, Mall at Steam-
town. Visit www.SantaHa-
saWish.com.

UNITED FIRE COMPANY OF 
MONTROSE SIXTH ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY PARADE OF 
LIGHTS: Nov. 29, 6:30 p.m., 
Montrose Fire Hall. 570-
278-1936.

The Christmas decorations started going up in the 
local Rite Aid Pharmacy in October. What hap-
pened to Halloween? 

The Salvation Army bell ringers staked out the Mall  
at Steamtown entrances this week. What happened to 
Thanksgiving? 

The commercialization of  Christmas has been creep-
ing earlier into the calendar every year. Forget about the 
“War on Christmas” that right-wing blowhards are 
always bloviating about. Christmas has declared war on 
all the other holidays, and it’s not taking any prisoners. 
Just ask all of  the underpaid retail workers who will be 
working on Thanksgiving so that hordes of  Christmas-
crazed shoppers can get a jump on Black Friday.

Christmas is in December
I love Christmas. It’s a magical time of  year for chil-

dren and a chance for family and friends to spend time 
together. I also appreciate a healthy 
retail environment. I work in a business 
that depends on advertising revenue to 
pay my salary. That being said, let’s 
enjoy all of  the holidays, one at a time, 
without allowing commercial interests 
to hijack what’s an important holy day 
for many.

I know I’m not the only one who feels 
this way. In fact, there are a couple of  
websites that actively promote rebelling 
against the Christmas retail onslaught. 

AdBusters.org started the Buy Nothing Day movement 
in the early ’90s, and it spread around the world, includ-
ing across the pond at BuyNothingDay.co.uk.

The premise of  Buy Nothing Day is simple: spend a 
day without buying anything. It’s observed every year on 
the day after Black Friday. This year it will fall on Nov. 
29. Black Friday used to be the start of  the Christmas 
shopping season, and a huge day for retailers financially. 
It’s still a big day for stores, but businesses have been try-
ing to push the start of  the season earlier every year for 
some time now.

A day of reflection
The purpose of  Buy Nothing Day is to give people a 

day to reflect on consumerism and how the shopping 
choices we make impact the world. It is not anti-Christ-
mas or intended to drive stores out of  business.

Big, global corporations make decisions that affect 
many people’s lives and the way the Earth’s finite natu-
ral resources are used. These decisions can have positive 
or negative consequences on the human condition and 
the environment. 

Wages, working conditions and benefits can help raise 
people out of  poverty, or keep them trapped in a cycle of  
dependence. Manufacturing practices, packaging mate-
rials,  transportaion modes and energy use all have an 
impact on the depletion of  resources and the amount of  
waste that is generated.

Educated consumers  can make decisions about what 
they buy, and where they buy, based on their own values. 
Most companies are probably not run by evil people, but 
they have a responsibility to the bottom line. If  custom-
ers patronize businesses that treat their workers well 
and use environmentally friendly practices, other com-
panies may respond by doing the same.

Change the world
This is the hope of  the people behind the Buy Nothing 

Day movement. If  one day a year is spent contemplating 
our shopping habits, instead of  actually shopping, may-
be we can make the world a better place.

AdBusters.org and BuyNothingDay.co.uk both sup-
port the same  cause, both offer information and “tool-
kits” for people who want to participate, and both rely 
heavily on humor to deliver their message, but they go 
about it with distinctly different attitudes.

AdBusters.org has an angry, militant vibe that is very 
anti-establishment. There’s a hostility toward capitalism 
that doesn’t acknowledge the many good people provid-
ing products and services that improve our lives.

BuyNothingDay.co.uk relies more on friendly persua-
sion and good-natured humor. It’s like the happy hippie 
compared to AdBusters’ angry anarchist.

KEVIN O'NEILL is a staff artist for The times-Tribune. Share 
your favorite websites and apps with him at koneill@
timesshamrock.com.
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SIDE NOTES 
Volunteers needed 
for light show

The City of Scranton is 
looking for volunteers to help 
with its annual Holiday Light 
Show at Nay Aug Park.

Specifically, volunteers are 
needed to collect donations 
at the light show, which will 
run from Friday to Wednes-
day, Dec. 31. 

For more information, call 
570-348-4186 or 570-348-
4165.

Philharmonic aide 
lands new position

Following a nationwide 
search, Michelle Merrill, as-
sistant conductor of the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 

Philharmon-
ic, has been 
selected to 
become the 
assistant 
conductor of 
the Detroit 
Symphony 
Orchestra. 

She will part ways with the 
Philharmonic after complet-
ing her third season in May.

In her new position, Ms. 
Merrill will act as cover con-
ductor for all classical se-
ries concerts, and will con-
duct DSO’s Young People’s 
Family Concerts, Education 
Concert Series programs 
and occasional Pops series 
programs.

In a statement, Ms. Merrill 
thanked Philharmonic music 
director Lawrence Loh, as 
well as the musicians and 
staff.  “I always look forward 
to making music with you, 
and I will always remember 
fondly my time as your assis-
tant conductor,” she said. 

“Michelle Merrill is a very 
talented conductor and the 
Detroit Symphony is an ideal 
career move for her,” Mr. Loh 
said in a statement. “Our 
goal for this position has al-
ways been for someone to 
launch their career with us 
and then move on. ... We 
love Michelle and look for-
ward to seeing how her ca-
reer progresses.” 

Local author plans 
book signings

Retired government offi-
cial John G. “Jack” Carling 
will hold two events in the 
coming weeks to promote 
his new book, “Fifty Years a 
Bureaucrat Or How to Really 
Get the Job Done!”

On Saturday, Dec. 6, from 
1 to 3 p.m., Mr. Carling will 
hold a book signing at North 
Pocono Public Library, 1315 
Church St., Moscow. On Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, from 1 to 3 
p.m., he will appear at the 
Electric City Trolley Museum, 
300 Cliff St. 

Mr. Carling spent 50 years 
working in government, and 
the book traces his many ac-
complishments. Much of his 
work dealt with problems re-
sulting from environmental 
and man-made disasters. 

For more information on 
the book, call the Lackawan-
na Historical Society at 570-
344-3841, or visit www.lack 
awannahistory.org.

Choral group plans 
Christmas concert

The Choral Society of 
Northeast Pennsylvania will 
present its annual Christmas 
with the Choral Society on 
Sunday, Nov. 30, at 4 p.m. 
in the sanctuary of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, 550 
Madison Ave. 

Audience caroling will alter-
nate with performances of 
holiday music by each of the 
society’s six children’s and 
youth choirs, as well as the 
adult Symphonic Chorus and 
Choral Artists Ensemble. A 
festive holiday cookie recep-
tion will follow the program. 

Admission is $15 for 
adults and $5 for kids 18 
and under. A $3 discount 
will be given to students, se-
niors, WVIA members and 
Lackawanna Library System 
card holders. Tickets will be 
available at the door, or by 
calling 570-343-6707. At-
tendees also are encour-
aged to donate a new, un-
wrapped toy for the Marine 
Corps Reserve’s Toys for 
Tots program.

— STAFF REPORTS

MERRILL

Please see PLACES, Page C2

#EJandMe ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR CLOSEUP?

Bye-bye 
buying

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2014 THE TIMES-TRIBUNE


