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at Griffin Pond Animal
Shelter’s tree lighting.

SEASONAL
ERIE LACKAWANNA DINING CAR
PRESERVATION SOCIETY SANTA TRAINS: today, departs East
Stroudsburg, 9:30, 10:30 and
11:30 a.m., 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.;
today, departs Delaware Water
Gap, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.; Sunday,
departs Cresco, 9:30 and 10:30
a.m.; Sunday, departs Tobyhanna,
1, 2 and 3 p.m.; $7/$13/$25/
$50. 908-268-0675. Visit www.
eldcps.org/store.
MEET ST. NICHOLAS: today, 10 to
11:30 a.m., Luzerne County Historical Society, 49 S. Franklin St.,
Wilkes-Barre, $3. 822-1727.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: today, 10:30 a.m., Waverly
Community House auditorium,
1115 North Abington Road,
Waverly, $8 advance. 586-8191.
SANTA TROLLEY RIDES: today,
Sunday and Dec. 17-18, 10:30
a.m., noon, 1:30 and 3 p.m.,
Electric City Trolley Museum, 300
Cliff St. 963-6590.
MODEL TRAINS THROUGH THE
AGES: Steamtown History Museum; “Ask the Expert” with Dan
Emmick, today, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m.; Sunday, 1 to 2 p.m.;
1950s Lionel Christmas display
and Santa visit, Dec. 17-18, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. 344-3841.
ANNUAL VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS
TEA: today, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Old
Church in Midtown Park, Route 11,
New Milford, free. 278-3199.
VIGNETTE SERIES — WINTER
COLLECTION: today; holiday
open house, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
artist and Santa reception, 5 to
8 p.m.; Hanson Gallery & Decorium, 1037 Main St., Honesdale.
253-2525.
DOUG SMITH SWING TRIO: Winterfest, today, 1 to 3 p.m., Hawley Public Library, Main Street,
Hawley. 226-4620.
ANTHRACITE HI-RAILERS MODEL
RAILROAD CLUB CHRISTMAS
TRAIN DISPLAY: today and Dec.
17, Jan. 1 and 7, 1 to 5 p.m.;
Bill’s ShopRite Plaza, Routes
435 and 502, Daleville, free,
donations of cleaning supplies/
toiletries accepted for North
Pocono Dry Goods Pantry.
A CHRISTMAS MISCELLANY:
Dunmore Historical Society Dearly Departed Players, today, 2
p.m., 126 Barton St., free.
CREATIVE GINGERBREAD HOUSES: today, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
Abington Community Library,
1200 W. Grove St., Clarks Summit, grades 4-6.
LAKE WINOLA LIONESS AND
TUNKHANNOCK LIONS CLUB
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY:
today, social hour 6 p.m., dinner
7 p.m., Lake Winola fire hall,
Route 307, Lake Winola, $9 and
unwrapped child’s toy for donation to Interfaith Friends Toy Distribution Program. 836-1205,
378-2828, 378-3258.
THE SHEPHERD’S CHRISTMAS
PLAY: Dunmore High School
Crimson Company, today, 7 p.m.,
Dunmore High School Auditorium, 300 W. Warren St., Dunmore, $3/$5/$8.
WALLY GORDON COMMUNITY
CHORUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT: today, 7 p.m., Clarks Summit United Methodist Church,
Morgan Highway, Clarks Summit.
NEW YORK POLYPHONY: today, 7
p.m., Milford Theatre, 114 E.
Catharine St., Milford, $20, free
to children under 12. 409-1269.
THE NUTCRACKER: Linn McDonald School of Dance, today, 7:30
p.m., Scranton High School,
$10. 346-7106.
A CLASSIC VOICE CHRISTMAS
CARD: today, 7:30 p.m., Carbondale Chamber of Commerce, 27
N. Main St., Carbondale, free.
MARYWOOD CAMPUS CHOIR &
ORCHESTRA HOLIDAY CONCERT: today, 7:30 p.m., Sette
LaVerghetta Center Auditorium,
Marywood University, free.
IRVING BERLIN’S WHITE CHRISTMAS: Music Box Repertory Company, today, Sunday and Thursday to Dec. 18; Thursdays
through Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m., Music Box Dinner
Playhouse, 196 Hughes St.,
Swoyersville. 283-2195.
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Read all about it
Electronic books celebrate Christmas

This is the second in a series of col- touch sings, jingles or laughs as it
umns covering Christmas-themed moves about the page.
apps for the iPad.
The narrator’s voice and inflection are perfect for the tale, and the
ids love books. The iPad words light up as he speaks to help
is an ideal platform not young readers follow along. I tried
only on which to read the free version which doesn’t have
b o o k s, b u t a l s o t o the entire story but, based on what I
enhance them by adding saw, $4.99 for the full app is well
animation and interactivity. Here worth it.
are some Christmas book apps.
More than nice story

K

Visit from St. Nicholas

There are many apps that retell
Clement Clarke Moore’s classic
Christmas poem in a
variety of ways. I
tried two that took
very dif ferent
approaches.
The first one, The
Night Before ChristKEVIN
mas, is from The
O’NEILL
Directors Bureau and
InSites
is very traditional in
its approach. It features beautiful illustrations by Pixar
animator Lauren Airriess in a
straightforward, picture-book format. The only interactivity or animation in it are the page swipes and
the parchment scrolls that unroll to
reveal the words on each page.
You can play the prerecorded narration or read the story yourself.
Kids will enjoy this for the timeless
prose and the wonderful images.
The second app I looked at, Pop
Out! The Night Before Christmas, is
from Loud Crow Interactive Inc.
This one is definitely designed to
take advantage of the iPad’s interactive abilities.
The illustrations are very well
done in this app, too, and they’re also
animated. There is motion on every
page and almost everything you

Please see PLACES, Page C2

with the crayons or to use a bucket
to fill large areas in one click. You
can also choose between coloring
“freeform” or being constrained to
staying in the lines. There’s an eraser to fix little mistakes, or you can
shake your iPad to clear all the color
from the screen.
The colored pictures can be saved
to a gallery, emailed, saved to a photo
album or posted on Facebook, Tumblr or Twitter.
The interactive, electronic book
It’s a kid-friendly app that operapp Christmas Tale HD should be a ates with the simplicity of an actual
hit with young children. It’s a rich- coloring book.
ly illustrated story about Santa
Keep wee ones busy
bringing gifts on Christmas.
Christmas Activity Book is an eduEach full-screen image contains
several interactive elements for kids cational app brought to you by Babyto discover. They can make toys First, a television network for babies
move, light up the Christmas tree, and toddlers. It features more than a
make kids throw snowballs and dozen Christmas-themed games
more as they listen to the story being designed to help kids learn colors,
read to them by the app. The words numbers and more.
The artwork for the games is
light up as they’re spoken so beginning readers can follow along with bright and colorful, and the large
navigation buttons should make it
the story.
The app also features a countdown easy for small hands to control the
to Christmas, a wish list that kids action. Cheerful Christmas music
can send to Santa, or a friend, and a and playful sound effects complete
tree that can be decorated and the package.
Kids can complete jigsaw puzzles,
emailed to friends. While the story is
not likely to become a Christmas build a snowman, help Santa deliver
classic, young believers should find presents and more. All the games are
interactive, which will help your
the app entertaining.
tykes develop hand-eye coordination
Crayon time
as they play.
Christmas Coloring Book! is exactAll of the apps this week appeal
ly what the name implies. There are mostly to the very young. Next week,
20 pages of Christmas-themed line I’ll review some Christmas game
drawings that can be colored in with apps that will cover a wider range of
virtual crayons. There’s even a blank ages, from toddlers to teenagers, and
page so young artists can create maybe even some adults.
their own scenes.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
A wide range of different colored The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
crayons are available at the touch of koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
a finger. There are options to color to your favorite websites.
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