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States check
machines
randomly

‘Magic Coal’
book signings
scheduled

Dear Mark: You
often talk about each
pull of a slot machine having the same odds, regardless
of its recent history. But
somewhere along the line
somebody has to make sure
the machine does pay what it
claims. Who does this?
— Richard M.

BY JOSH McAULIFFE
STAFF WRITER

Because this column is
syndicated
nationwide,
Richard,
accept a generalized
answer to
your question.
MARK
Let’s be gin
PILARSKI
with some givDeal Me In
ens that I have
written about
time and again.
Since every machine
offered to the player is
mathematically in the
casino’s favor, casinos
make their moolah by paying you less than the true
odds. Second, many casinos
are publicly traded companies not interested in exposing their gaming license to
loss with any suspicion of
funny stuff going on. For
those two reasons, Richard,
there really isn’t any need to
cheat the general public
beyond what the state allows.
Of course, my narrative
alone will not satisfy the hoi
polloi, so every state has a
gaming regulatory agency
that provides casino patrons
with protection from playing
on a rigged machine.
Begin we must with the
machine itself. Each new
machine goes through roughly a six-month process to get
approved. A state’s gaming
regulatory agency tests the
machine to make sure that it
operates randomly, inspects
its source code for any possible problems, and then looks
at the principles behind how
the random generation
occurs. The agency scrutinizes how it picks the cards it’s
going to show you or how it
selects the reel stops on a slot
machine. Then the machine
is placed out in the field (casino) prior to final approval.
After so many months on
the casino floor, the machine
is presented to a gaming commission for approval or denia l . I f t h e m a ch i n e i s
Please see DEAL Page C3

Casino slots
& payouts
For week of Nov. 22-28

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs

Wagers: $52,491,609
Payouts: $47,425,465
Active slot machines: 2,466
State tax: $1,388,570
Payouts year to date:
$1,067,795,593

Mount Airy
Casino Resort

Wagers: $38,159,693
Payouts: $34,571,791
Active slot machines: 2,451
State tax: $990,481
Payouts year to date:
$814,196,173

Sands Casino
Resort, Bethlehem

Wagers: $72,482,652
Payouts: $65,135,465
Active slot machines: 3,021
State tax: $1,914,412
Payouts year to date:
$1,377,396,139

Website showcases unique gifts

T

he elves at Santa’s
workshop are not
the only ones making presents this
Christmas. At etsy.
com, there are artisans hard at
work, all around the world, creating unique items you can buy
for those on your gift list.
The website is a virtual marketplace where people can buy
and sell a wide variety of handmade goods, vintage items and
craft-making supplies. The site’s
mission is “to
enable people to
make a living
KEVIN
making things,
O’NEILL
and to reconnect
InSites
makers with buyers.” Etsy’s
founder, Robert Kalin, claims he
was inspired by marketplaces
he visited while living in
Europe. He pitches the site as an
alternative to the large, impersonal retailers, stocked with row
after row of mass-produced
merchandise.
Etsy claims to have hundreds
of thousands of sellers from
more than 150 countries showing their wares on the site. Each
seller has his or her own virtual
shop. Each shop has a profile,
contact information and a photo
catalog of its products. Clicking
on a photo takes you to the product’s page. The page contains a
photo gallery of the product, a
description, the price and order
and shipping information.

Several ways to shop

Down the left side of the home
page is a list of categories, ranging from Accessories to Woodworking. Clicking on a category
will take you to a page with a
gallery of related items. The category page also has a clickable
list that features subcategories
with photo galleries. Clicking on
a subcategory reveals a clickable, drop-down list that takes
you to still more galleries. For
example, I clicked on the Art category. That took me to a general
art page with a list of 12 subcategories, such as Drawing, Painting and Sculpture. I then clicked
on Illustration, which produced
a drop-down list of 16 different
genres and media, such as
Abstract, Digital and Pencil.
Each of these categories and
subcategories has multiple pages of products. There’s a lot of
stuff on this site.

Custom crafts

the home page takes you to
all the information you need
to get set up. The types of merchandise you can and can’t sell
are described, as well as the do’s
and don’ts of doing business on
the site. There are instructions
for registering and setting up
your virtual shop, and information on the fees the site collects
for acting as a middleman.
The Community button
on the home page takes
you to an area where sellers can interact online.
There are forums, chat
rooms, virtual labs,
teams, resources and
more. Etsy is linked to
all the major social sites,
such as, Twitter and
Facebook. There’s even
an app section with several
pages of Etsy-related apps.
The site has a clean, simple
design that allows you to easily
navigate through it’s massive
amounts of merchandise. For
buyers, it’s a user-friendly environment where you can find
unique items in any price
range. For sellers, I suspect
it’s a mixed bag, with
some doing very well and
others struggling. The
variety of merchandise
is great, and judging
from the pictures, the
quality ranges from crap
to exquisite. With so much to
choose from it would be easy for
a seller to get lost in the crowd.
Of course, with a virtual
store your customer base is
limitless, so somewhere,
someone may be looking
for what you have to sell.
If malls and box stores
aren’t your bag, give the
elves at Etsy a try.

Also on the home page is a
Buy button that takes you to a
page with many more ways to
browse the site. There are galleries suggested by Etsy members, sections where you can
browse by location, editors’
picks and more. The Alchemy
section lets you request a custom item, and sellers can bid on
the opportunity to create it. The
Colors section lets you select a
color from an interactive grid,
and the site will display random
items that match the color.
Some of the browsing methods from the Buy page are also
displayed on the home page
under the category list. A traditional search field rounds out
the browsing methods. You can
type in your query and select
from several broad categories to
search.
KEVIN O’NEILL is a

There are many ways to
browse through the seemingly
endless array of goods on the
site. The home page has a frequently changing photo gallery
of featured products. Clicking
Setting up shop
on an image takes you to the
If you’re a creator of crafts
product’s page, where you can
link to the shop’s page if you and want to sell your merchandise on Etsy, the Sell button on
want to see more of its items.

graphic artist for The
Times-Tribune. Contact him
at koneill@timesshamrock.com
with links to your favorite
websites.

SOURCE: Pennsylvania
Gaming Control Board

CLUBS
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,
Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays,
Marko Marcinko Jazz Group.
ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAURANT, Wheeler Avenue,
Dunmore: Sundays, Jazz
brunch with Julian Sparacino.
BELLISSIMO PIZZERIA & RES-

Typically, the mere mention
of coal is enough to produce a
chorus of moans from the kiddies come Christmastime.
But the fossil fuel that once
powered the
local economy is actually a very good
and crucial
thing in
“Magic Coal
for Santa,”
the new children’s book
penned by Hill Section resident Ron Stiltenpole.
Today, Mr. Stiltenpole will
be signing copies of the book,
first at 11 a.m. at Lavender
Goose in Peckville, then from
1 to 4 p.m. at the Mall at
Steamtown. On Sunday, he’ll
be doing the same from noon
to 2 p.m. at the Anthracite
Heritage Museum at McDade
Park, as part of the museum’s
German Christmas program.
The book, which retails for
$8.99 and is available through
www.magiccoalforsanta.com,
the Dickson City Borders and
several other local businesses,
is set in an old mining town
during the early 20th century.
One day, Santa Claus shows
up at the town’s coal breaker
and tells the miners he needs
coal — not to leave in the stockings of naughty children, but
for the purposes of powering
his sleigh. And not just any
coal, but the “magical coal”
from an anthracitepile that the
town’s children play on.
“It’s just enough for a kid.
But I’m finding a lot of the
older people like it, too,” said
Mr. Stiltenpole of the 24-page
book, which was illustrated
by artist Ashlie Blake. “It’s
geared to a child, but you
don’t lose the adults, either.”
“Magic Coal for Santa” was
originally “Slocum Hollow’s
Christmas Magic,” an interactive program Mr. Stiltenpole came up with in 2004 for
the Christmas train rides at
Steamtown National Historic
Site, where he works in the
maintenance department.
“They actually used the
story for three seasons at
Steamtown,” Mr. Stiltenpole
said. “After the train ride,
people would run into the
bookstore and say, ‘Where
can I get the book?’”
It wasn’t until earlier this
year that Mr. Stiltenpole
finally decided to convert the
story into book form. “Magic
Coal for Santa” was designed
by downtown Scranton-based
Design Done Right, whose
owner, Michelle Bersch,
hired Ms. Blake to handle the
illustrations.
“It was like she was reading
mymindwiththeillustrations.
I sent her photos of steam
engines and old coal breakers,”
said Mr. Stiltenpole, a Western
Pennsylvania native whose
father worked in the mines.
“Everyone comments, ‘These
illustrations are great.’”
Three thousand copies of
“Magic Coal for Santa” were
printed by Hanover Twp.based Bedwick & Jones Printing. So far, sales have been
promising, and Mr. Stiltenpole plans to donate all of his
profits from the book to St.
Joseph’s Center, where one of
his daughters is a resident.
“Most everybody that I’ve
talked to that’s had it in their
hands has said it’s a great little book,” he said.
Contact the writer:
jmcauliffe@timesshamrock.com

TAURANT, 223 Northern
Blvd., South Abington Twp.:
today, Harley’s Funk Machine.
CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY TIKI
BAR, 821 Northern Blvd., Clarks
Summit: today, Kathy Rimm.
COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT
RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove
Haven Resort: today and Sunday, Wildfire; Paradise Stream
Resort: today, Group Du Jour;
Sunday, Byrd Pressley Band;
Pocono Palace Resort: today,
The Byrd Pressley Band.
HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: Fridays and
Saturdays, Wise Crackers
Comedy; Wednesday, karaoke
with Dave Costa.
JILLY’S, 524 Court St.: today,
Ellen Salusti & The Area Man.
J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern
Blvd., Clarks Summit: today,

Wandering Aloud.
THE KEYS BEER & SPIRITS, 244
Penn Ave.: today, Walter Prez and
Sucker; Tuesday, DJ Ben O’Leary.
MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday
Inn-East, Dunmore: Saturdays,
The Girlz.
MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, Crystal Skies; Tuesdays, open mike
with Chris Langan.
MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND
LOUNGE, Routes 502 and
435, Covington Twp.: today,
Tony Vergnetti.
MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
The Underground Saints.
MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,
Mount Pocono: Gypsies Nightclub and Lounge: today, DJ Jamie
Callen; Red’s, today, CJT Jazz
Duo; Sunday, Donna Antanow.
Please see PLACES Page C2

If you go

Local actors, from left, Michael Bradshaw Flynn, Michele
Conaboy, Theo Lencicki, Lee Minora, Ellen Sallusti and
Sean Patrick Gibbons will star in a cabaret fundraiser,
“Home and Holiday, A Merry Cabaret,” on Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 17 and 18, at 8 p.m. in Shopland Hall at
Scranton Cultural Center at The Masonic Temple.

What: Book signings for
“Magic Coal for Santa”
When and Where: Today, 11
a.m., Lavender Goose, 1536
Main St., Peckville, and 1 to
4 p.m., The Mall at Steamtown; Sunday, noon to 2
p.m., Anthracite Heritage
Museum, McDade Park
Details: The book costs $8.99
and can be purchased at www.
magiccoalforsanta.com, the
Dickson City Borders, Steamtown National Historic Site book
store, Electric City Trolley Museum gift shop, Anthracite Heritage
Museum gift shop, Anthology
New and Used Books, Design
Done Right and St. Joseph’s
Center, among other places.

