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Day 4:

101 Bailey St.,
South Abington Twp.

at the Lackawanna
Branch of the Pennsylvania Association
for the Blind annual
Winter Wonderland
Christmas party at St.
Mary’s Center
in Scranton.
BUTCH COMEGYS /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BOB SANCHUK / STAFF PHOTO

The Times-Tribune celebrates
residents’ hard work and
artistry in creating some of
the best holiday displays
with our feature, “12 Days
of Christmas Lights.”
Each day leading up to
Dec. 25, look for a new home
to be featured on the cover of
Lifestyles. On Christmas Day,
all 12 homes will be showcased.

See featured homes, listen to what decorators have to say and check out our map of the locations, online at

Sirius, a leader dog, and
Trudy Kolodzieski of Olyphant

SEASONAL

Pete Novak of Dunmore
and Julie Smiegal of
Clarks Summit

From left, Patricia Gilhooley
and Wendy McDonald of
Scranton, and Jill Gorgas of
Clarks Summit
KEVIN O’NEILL /
STAFF ARTIST

Reindeer games
Wally Koch of Blakely,
and Marion Beddoe-Lobst
of Scranton

iPad apps let you pilot Santa’s sleigh

This is the final column in a series on try to pick up letters to Santa by
Christmas-themed apps for the iPad. steering into beams of light. You can
do this at your leisure, or you can
ust because Rudolph wasn’t choose to see how many letters you
allowed to play with the other can get in a set time.
reindeer doesn’t mean you
The game is entertaining and has
can’t. The App Store has a good graphics, but it crashed a lot
wide variety of Chistmas- (the game, not the sleigh) while I was
themed games that appeal to a wide playing it.
range of ages.
Now, Prancer and Vixen!
If you’ve ever wanted to drive SanUseless Creations has another
ta’s sleigh, then you might want to
try Santa in the City sleigh-flying game, although this one
3D Christmas Game + has a dark twist. Angry Santa’s
C o u n t d o w n . T h e Christmas Revenge! starts out mergame from Useless rily enough. As Santa flies over a
Creations allows you sleepy village to the strains of
to steer Santa’s rein- Christmas classics, you tap a button
deer team through a to drop presents on the houses
KEVIN
virtual 3D maze of marked as the residences of nice
O’NEILL
children. How lovely.
skyscrapers.
InSites
But what do you do when you
Using the iPad’s
awareness of its spa- come across a house where a naughtial orientation, you steer the team ty child lives? You drop a bomb on it
and control its elevation by tipping and blow it to bits, of course. For
and turning the device. It takes some some perverse reason, it’s much
practice since reindeer are not more satisfying dropping a bomb
known for their responsive steering. down the chimney and watching the
Now, Dasher! Now, Dancer! house explode than it is delivering
gifts for points.
There are several modes in the
The game gets progressively hardgame. You can just watch as the er as you play. Besides the addition
sleigh weaves in and out of the sky- of the naughty houses, you will have
line with snow falling and Christ- to select the correct colored present
mas music playing in the back- for each house. The homes start comground. A countdown is displayed ing quicker and closer together, and
showing how many days, hours, then you have to fly over taller strucminutes, seconds and sleeps are left tures. All the gifts must be delivered
until Christmas.
before sunrise, so the whole game is
If you want to do more than just played racing against the clock.
watch, the game lets you take the
It’s a silly and fun game with nice
reins and pilot the sleigh through graphics and a simple, intuitive
the cityscape on your own. This is interface. It might be a little too edgy
just a pleasure cruise with no goals for youngsters who don’t think Sanor time limit.
ta should be blowing kids up, even if
For a greater challenge you can they are naughty.
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From left, Kathy Theisen
of Moscow, Doris Lusczek
of Taylor and Lois Fiene
of Scranton

From left, Paul Smith of
Dunmore, Frank Beam of
Dickson City, and Jimmy
Ward of Archbald

From left, Mary Dutter of
Scranton, Ann Marie
Rinaldi of Moosic, and
Rose Zera of Scranton

On, Comet! On, Cupid!
Another virtual 3D app from Useless Creations featuring Santa’s
sleigh is 3D Christmas Aquarium: My
Fish Special Edition. This isn’t really
a game with an objective, it’s more
an interactive environment.
Santa’s sleigh and an assortment
of clown fish and long-beaked butterfly fish, swim around an underwater Christmas village. You can
view the village from any angle by
dragging your finger around the
screen. You can also feed the fish by
tapping a button and shaking your
iPad. The fish will get bigger if you
keep feeding them
Additional fish, buildings and
props can be purchased from within
the app. You can also change the
position of buildings and props to
customize your town.

On, Donner and Blitzen!
This app is kind of like a real
aquarium in that it’s interesting,
even soothing, to watch and explore,
but it’s not terribly exciting. It has a
clock you can turn on to use the app
as a screen saver. Young kids will
probably enjoy naming and feeding
the fish and watching them grow.
All of the apps I reviewed were the
free versions. Each of them can be
upgraded to paid versions that have
extra features and no annoying ads.
There are many more Christmasthemed apps out there, but there’s
not enough time to review them all.
Search the app store if you want to
find some more. Merry Christmas!
KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for
The Times-Tribune. Contact him at
koneill@timesshamrock.com with links
to your favorite websites.

SCRANTON CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT: today, all day, 9419851; count tally and potluck
supper, 6 p.m. Dunmore Presbyterian Church, 137 Chestnut
St., 342-0141.
SANTA TROLLEY RIDES: today and
Sunday, 10:30 a.m., noon, 1:30
and 3 p.m., Electric City Trolley
Museum, 300 Cliff St. 963-6590.
MODEL TRAINS THROUGH THE
AGES: 1950s Lionel Christmas
display and Santa visit, today and
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Steamtown History Museum. 344-3841.
GRIFFIN POND ANIMAL SHELTER
EVENTS: pet photos with Santa
Claus, today and Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Petsmart, Dickson City.
SNOW GLOBE: watercolors and
holiday ornaments by Jack Puhl,
on display through December,
Lavish Body & Home, 600 Linden St.; ornament signing, today,
noon to 3 p.m.
ANTHRACITE HI-RAILERS MODEL
RAILROAD CLUB CHRISTMAS
TRAIN DISPLAY: today and Jan.
1 and 7, 1 to 5 p.m., Bill’s
ShopRite Plaza, Routes 435 and
502, Daleville, free, donations of
cleaning supplies/toiletries
accepted for North Pocono Dry
Goods Pantry.
THE NUTCRACKER: Ballet Northeast in Wilkes-Barre, today, 2
and 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 7:30
p.m., Dorothy Dickson Darte
Center, Wilkes University,
$20/$15. 283-0647, 4084426 or 821-8525.
SANTA VISIT WITH JUSTUS FIRE
COMPANY TRUCK: today, 5 to 9
p.m., throughout Justus. Visit
www.jfc28fire.com.
THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS:
Spark Gospel Singers, Lenoxville
Community Band and buffet dinner, today, 5:30 p.m., Clifford Fire
Hall, Main Street, Clifford, $10
and unwrapped toy for Toys for
Tots, reservations required. 2223331 or 222-4159.
LIVING NATIVITY: today and
Sunday, 7 to 9 p.m., Clarks
Green Assembly of God, 204
S. Abington Road, Clarks
Green. 586-8286.
THE NUTCRACKER BALLERINA:
Arabesque Academy of Dancing, today, 7 p.m., Mellow Theater, Lackawanna College, 501
Vine St., $10/$15, benefits
Anastasia Fund. Visit www.
academyofdancing.com.
FOUR TICKETS TO CHRISTMAS:
today and Sunday, 7 p.m., Peckville Assembly of God, Business
Route 6, Blakely, free. 489-4961.
PUNK ROCK X-MAS: with The
Agarwals, Bad Answers, Small
Town Rebellion, Faceless Shadows and Stagnation, today, doors
open 7 p.m., show 8 p.m., New
Visions Studio & Gallery, 201
Vine St., $5. 878-3970.
IRVING BERLIN’S WHITE CHRISTMAS: Music Box Repertory Company, today, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 3
p.m., Music Box Dinner Playhouse, 196 Hughes St., Swoyersville. 283-2195.
ROBERT DALE CHORALE 28TH
ANNUAL MESSIAH SINGALONG: Sunday, 3 p.m., St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church,
$15/$12/$7. 586-3921.
PAINTING FUNDRAISER: “Winter
in Hawley — 2011,” watercolor
by Barbara Briden, raffle drawing Tuesday, 5 p.m., Hawley
Public Library, 103 Main Ave.,
Hawley, tickets $3/$5 for two,
benefits library.
Please see PLACES, Page C2

CORRECTION

A story on Thursday’s Page C1
listed an incorrect phone number to obtain tickets for the
Robert Dale Chorale’s “Messiah” Sing-Along. The correct
phone number is 586-3921.

