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Dear Mark: We love your
column. We always learn
something (especially under-
standing why we lose). But
since we have never been in

this situation,
we would like
to know if
casinos have
the ability/
r i g h t t o
remove you
f r o m a
machine mid-
play because
they feel you

are winning too much, or
under the guise that the
machine has malfunctioned?

— Carole P.
In the thirty-plus years I’ve

been in the gaming business,
Carole, I’m hard pressed to
recall a player getting backed
off a machine because of
winning too much; from table
games on occasion, such as
card counters bounced from
blackjack, but not from a slot
machine. The exception
would be a slot going into a
celebration mode, which is
runaway coins or credits reg-
istered in error, or a jackpot
the player hasn’t legally won
for an amount that isn’t avail-
able. But that involves a mal-
functioning machine, not a
hiccup by Lady Luck.

When you play a slot
machine, Carole, you will
note that the payout table not
only spells out the coin pay-
out for various symbol com-
binations, but also includes
this weasel clause, or some-
thing similar, stating, “Mal-
function voids all pays and
plays.” Reason being is that
today’s slot machines are
nothing more than masquer-
aded computers, and comput-
er errors can happen.

That’s why after any
decent-sized jackpot, a slot
manager will open up the
machine to be sure it hasn’t
been tampered with and that
the slot’s computer program
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S
ome people enjoy the shopping aspect
of Christmas. They revel in figuring
out the perfect gift for everyone on
their list, and then venturing out to
the shopping centers for the hunt.

Part of me envies these people. Not that I
have any desire to spend hours wandering
through malls and standing in lines under the
strains of Jingle Bells, but I do wish I had bet-
ter insight into what my loved ones would like
or need.

That’s where www.giftgenius.com claims
it can help. The website bills itself as “the ulti-

mate online gift guide.” The
site’s writers scour the retail
universe for items they deem
cool, or hot. They’re not looking
for necessities. They’re looking
for things you wouldn’t neces-
sarily buy for yourself, but
would still love to have. Some of
the gifts featured on the home
page include “The Small
Stakes,” which is a book of post-
ers featuring musicians for $17,

over-the-knee, black-leather, stiletto boots for
$169 and toilet seats that look like guitars or
pianos for $179.

Refine your search

There are several ways on the site to tailor
your search for the perfect gift. The “Gift Find-
er” allows you to select from a list of types of
acquaintances, such as baby, coworker, grand-
mother, etc. You can then choose from a list of
occasions, including anniversary, Bar Mitzvah
or birthday. Finally, you can select a price
range that goes from $0 to $500-plus. Hit the
“Find” button and a range of gift suggestions
is generated. Each suggestion consists of a
photo, a brief description that can be expand-
ed for more information, a price and buttons to
buy the item, or save it to a list.

More options to customize your search are
on the results page. You can choose from a list
of categories ranging from “Accessories” to
“Travel.” Each of these categories has a fly-out
menu with subcategories. There are also
adjustable sliders for “Taste” (unique to main-
stream), “Style” (trendy to classic), “Attitude”
(lighthearted to serious) and “Relationships”
(romantic to platonic).

I decided to try a search for a Christmas gift
for my wife when I discovered what appears to
be a couple of ommissions by the site. There’s
no wife or husband in the list of recipients. I
selected “her” from the list since the only oth-
er category that came close was “girlfriend.”
There’s also no age category, which seems like
it would be helpful to have. Next I selected
Christmas for the occasion and $100 for the
price, then hit the “Find” button. I left most of
the sliders in the middle, except for “Relation-
ships,” which I slid to romantic. Because I’m
so clueless at figuring out what people want, I
had the hardest time deciding which category
and subcategory to pick. Finally I settled on
“accessories” because it seemed like it would
give me a wide variety of choices.

I was wrong. Only four suggestions came up,
none of which would appeal to my wife (at
least I don’t think they would, but if I knew
what she wanted, I wouldn’t be on this site).

There
was a leather cuff,
a reproduction Wal-
dorf Astoria necklace,
an Italian horn necklace and
a “Love Quotes” scarf. The
cuff and Waldorf Astoria
necklace didn’t seem her
style, and she’s not Italian
so the horn wouldn’t
make any sense. The
scarf was nice enough,
but she’s too practical to
wear an $85 scarf, even if
“Jessica Alba and
Reese Witherspoon
are covering up their
gorgeous necks”
with them.

Besides the “Gift
Finder,” the site allows
you to browse by type of
recipient, occasion, edi-
tors’ picks or category.
There’s also a “Boutique”
tab with him and her sec-
tions. The “hottest must-have
items” are featured here. The
him and her sections had an
almost identical selection of
gifts to choose from. In fact, as I
browsed through the site I
noticed a lot of the same items
popping up in many different cat-
egories.

Shop with an attitude

The site has a quirky design aes-
thetic that features cartoonish icons
for different sections. The gift
descriptions are written in a tongue-
in-cheek style that is fitting, since a
lot of the items are fun, or even out-
rageous. There are also lots of adult-
themed gifts on the site that are alco-
hol-related or sexual in nature.

In addition to browsing for gifts, the
site offers a few other features. If you reg-
ister with the site, which is free, you can
set up a calendar to remind you of birth-
days, holidays and other gift-giving occa-
sions. You can also create a wishlist of gifts
you would like that you can email to those
that may be inclined to buy you gifts. Gift
searches can be saved, and you can request
regular emails from the site with featured
gifts, reminders and newsletters.

The site navigation is easy to use, if a bit
redundant. Overall, the site has a profession-
al feel to it, although numerous typos detract
from that feeling a bit. GiftGenius has a pres-
ence on the major social network sites,such as
Twitter and Facebook, as well as a blog. You
may not find the perfect gift, but you may get
some ideas, and it sure beats going shopping.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic artist for The Times-
Tribune. Contact him at koneill@timesshamrock.
com with links to your favorite websites.
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The Times-Tribune celebrates
residents’ hard work and
artistry in creating some of
the best holiday displays
with our feature, “12 Days
of Christmas Lights.”
Each day leading up to
Dec. 25, look for a new
home to be featured on
the cover of Lifestyles. On
Christmas Day, all 12 homes
will be showcased.

Shop
Smart
GiftGenius.com
helps you figure
out what to give
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Deal Me In

CLUBS
ABBEY GALE’S PUB, 729 Oak

St.: today, Jackson Vee.
AMICI, 1300 Morgan Highway,

Clarks Summit: Saturdays,
Chris Gratz; Wednesdays, Mar-
ko Marcinko Jazz Group.

ANGELO BISTOCCHI’S RESTAU-

RANT, Wheeler Avenue, Dun-
more: Sundays, Jazz brunch
with Julian Sparacino.

ANGRY JOE’S BALLINA, 2934
Birney Ave.: today, Penn
State’s Own Pat & Mike Duo.

THE BANSHEE, 320 Penn Ave.:
today, Music for Models.

BELLISSIMO’S RISTORANTE,

223 Northern Blvd., S. Abing-
ton Twp.: today, Bill and Donna
Arnold.

CHARLIE’S PUB AND EATERY

TIKI BAR, 821 Northern Blvd.,
Clarks Summit: today, Pat
Finnerty.

CLAM DIGGERS, Dickson City:
Tuesdays, open mike night;
Wednesdays, karaoke/dance
party with DJ Honey Do.

COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT

RESORTS, Lakeville: Cove Haven

Resort: today, Wildfire; Sunday,
Somethin’ Else; Paradise

Stream Resort: today and Sun-
day, The Byrd Pressley Band;
Pocono Palace Resort: today
and Sunday, Group Du Jour.

HUB LOUNGE, Clarion Hotel,
Meadow Avenue: Fridays and
Saturdays, Wise Crackers
Comedy; Wednesday, karaoke
with Dave Costa.

THE IRISH WOLF, 503 Linden
Street: Sunday, WFTE FM Get on
the Air Show featuring Five Sec-
ond High, Jung Bergo, The Rus-
sello Project and Bees Knees.

JILLY’S, 524 Court St.: today, J2.
J.J. BRIDJES, 925 Northern Blvd.,

Clarks Summit: today, Double
Cross.

THE KEYS BEER & SPIRITS, 244
Penn Ave.: today, Invisible
Swordsmen.

MANHATTAN DRIVE, Holiday Inn-
East, Dunmore: Saturdays, The
Girlz.

MCGRATH’S, Dalton: today, The
Let Go.

MENDICINO’S PIZZA AND

LOUNGE, Routes 502 and 435,
Covington Twp.: today, Mid Life
Crisis.

MERTS, 302 Penn Ave.: today,
Phil Hinton.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO RESORT,

Mount Pocono: Gypsies Night-

club and Lounge: today, DJ
Jamie Callen; Red’s, today, CJT
Jazz Duo; Sunday, Marko Mar-
cinko.

MORGANZ, 315 Green Ridge
St.: Tuesdays, Pub Quizzo with
Frank Regan.

PARKER HOUSE, 12 E. Parker
St.: today, DJ Missy.

POOR RICHARD’S PUB, 125
Beech St.: Saturdays, DJ Hon-
ey Do.

RADISSON AT LACKAWANNA

STATION HOTEL, 700 Lacka-
wanna Ave.: Saturdays, Tony
Costa Trio.

RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE,

Mohegan Sun Casino, Wilkes-
Barre: Fridays and Saturdays,
Jim Waltich Jazz Trio.

SAMBUCA GRILL, 234 Penn
Ave.: Fridays and Saturdays,
The Incredible Paul Ardito.

SKYTOP LODGE, Skytop: Satur-
days, Doug Smith Orchestra.

STATIC NIGHT CLUB, I-81, Scott
Exit 199: Fridays and Satur-
days, DJ Rocken Bob.

STATION SQUARE, 400 Lacka-
wanna Ave., Olyphant: today,
Brian McGlaughlin.

TOMAINO’S, Archbald: today,
Jeffrey James Band.

SEASONAL
THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT: A

MUSICAL REVUE WITH A

HOLIDAY STORY: today, doors
open at 6:30 p.m.; Sunday,
2:30 p.m., Corner Bistro Din-
ner Theater, Carbondale, $20.
282-7499.

TWO WEEKS OF DICKENS:

Dickens Reading Dickens,

today, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.,
$24/$16/$8, The Electric
Theatre, 326 Spruce St.

HOME & HOLIDAY: A MERRY

CABARET: today, dinner 5:30
to 7:30 p.m.; show at 8 p.m.,
Scranton Cultural Center at The
Masonic Temple, $40/$20,
benefits Broadway Theatre’s
Survivor Night at the Theatre.

THE NUTCRACKER: Ballet
Northeast, today, 2 and 7:30
p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m., Darte
Center, Wilkes University,
$15/$20. 287-5802.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT AND

POTLUCK DINNER: hosted by
Lackawanna Audubon Society,
today, 6 p.m., Dunmore Pres-
byterian Church. 941-9851.

HOLIDAY PARTIES: Rock It

Christmas Party, today, 6:30
p.m. to midnight; JR’s New

Year’s Eve Extravaganza, Dec.
31, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., Regal
Room, Olyphant. For reserva-
tions, call 489-1901.

Winning streak
not enough to
remove patrons

Slot machine
revenue
Nov. 29-Dec. 5

Mohegan Sun
at Pocono Downs
Wagers: $47,872,921.77
Payouts: $43,103,437.90
Active slot machines:

2,466
State tax:

$1,295,675.94
(34 percent)
Payouts year to date:

$1,110,899,031.72

Mount Airy Casino Resort
Wagers: $31,157,171.68
Payouts: $28,203,990.81
Active slot machines:

2,451
State tax: $800,012.39
(34 percent)
Payouts year to date:

$842,400,164.65

Sands Casino,
Bethlehem
Wagers: $62,975,043.73
Payouts: $57,114,737.42
Active slot machines:

3,020
State tax: $1,427,719.06
(34 percent)
Payouts year to date:

$1,434,510,877.10

SOURCE: Pa. Gaming Control Board

Day 5:
916 Moosic Rd.,

Old Forge
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