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ew Year’s Eve is
traditionally a
time for reflec-
tion, resolutions
and, of course,

partying! Family and friends
may be visiting from out of
town and, this year, New
Year’s Eve falls on a Saturday,
which will give most people
an extra day to recover from
the festivities.

That doesn’t mean you
should overdo it with drinking

and eating —
and if you are
going to drink,
don’t drive. But
most people
will stay up lat-
er than usual,
and eat and
drink a little
more than they
n o r m a l l y

would. There’s nothing wrong
with cutting loose a little every
once in a while.

If you’re having a party, or
wondering what you can take
to a party, DrinksMixer.com

may have an answer.

Belly up to the bar

This website has thousands
of drink recipes, catering to
any taste imaginable. The site
is for adults of drinking age,
so the names of some of the
drinks are pretty raunchy —
and unprintable in this paper.

The recipes are searchable
in several ways. There’s an
alphabetical list of all the
drinks on the site that you can
browse. You can also search by
name, by ingredients (such as
a type of liquor or mixer), or
by drink category (such as
punches or shots).

Each recipe starts with a
brief explanation of the char-
acter of the drink, followed by
a list of ingredients. You can
enter the number of servings
you want and the ingredient
measurements will automati-
cally adjust. Next are direc-
tions for mixing the drink.
Many drinks also feature vid-
eo instructions. There are
comments from people who
have tried the drink express-

ing their delight or disgust.
Each drink also is rated on a
scale of 1 to 10 by visitors to
the site. Finally, there’s a list
of other popular drinks in the
same category and nutrition
information.

Shaken, not stirred

Readers’ comments on some
of the libations indicate that
people are very passionate
about what they drink. For
example, “Lone Wolf” posted
“This drink friggin rocks”
about Irish Car Bombs. Maybe
the posters are just wasted.

The Irish Car Bomb recipe
ignited a long, fierce debate
over whether it’s appropriate
to order one in an Irish bar.
Apparently it depends on the
bartender. You’ll either be hap-
pily served with a chuckle, or
you’ll be served a knuckle
sandwich. Either way, people
love this drink. It scored a 9.8
and got rave reviews.

There’s more than just drink
recipes on the site. A row of
tabs across the top of the page
provides links to the different
areas of the site.

The home pagetab is the first
one. This page is a bit busy, yet
still fairly organized and easy
to navigate. It’s main feature is
a customizable search field.
There’s also a “Drink of the
Day,” featuring drinks of the
week and month, and a list of
the site’s most popular drinks.
A column on the left features
additional navigation links.

The next tab is a forum
where site members can share
recipes, stories, interests and
laughs, or ask questions. You
have to register to participate
in the forum.

The third tab takes you to
an advanced search page.
There’s a much wider range
of parameters you can enter
for your searches on this page
than on the home page.
Besides the name or drink cat-
egory, you can enter multiple
ingredients, the type of glass
used, alcohol content, calories,
voter rating and more.

A “Bartender Guide” is the
next tab. This section has

informa-
t ion for
both the pro-
fessional and in-
home bartender. It
covers stock, equipment,
techniques and more.

A glossary of drink-related
terms is the fifth tab.

Bottoms up!

The final tab is devoted to
drinking games. There’s a list
of almost 50 games played
with cards, coins or dice —
and, of course, booze. Each
game has a list of items need-
ed and detailed instructions
on how to play. The goal of the
games is to get you over the
limit as quickly as possible.

DrinksMixer is a useful site
if you’re looking for drink rec-
ipes, or need information on
setting up a bar. It’s fairly well
done, with decent organiza-
tion and navigation. The
design and editing need to be
tightened up a bit. It occupies
a space between an impressive
amateur site and a slick, pro-
fessional site.

KEVIN O’NEILL is a graphic art-
ist for The Times-Tribune. Contact
him at koneill@timesshamrock.
com with links to your favorite
websites.
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Become travelers
like the Sameses & Walshes!

Upload your photo at thetimes-tribune.com/timestraveler. Tell us where you were and
when you took your trip. Include your name and hometown, a contact phone number,

identify everyone in the photo from left to right and include everyone’s hometowns.

TAKE YOUR PRINT OR DIGITAL COPY OF THE TIMES-
TRIBUNE OR THE SUNDAY TIMES WITH YOU ON TRIPS!

Published Times Travelers will be eligible
for a chance to win a $500 travel package!

Times Travelers, from left, Al and Carm Sames of Scranton and Liana

and Jack Walsh of Waverly are eligible to win a $500 travel package

after they visited Vero Beach, Fla., with their copy of The Sunday Times.
after they visited Vero Beach, Fla., with their copy of The Sunday Times.

Sara Morris, left, and Marge
Hartnett, both of Scranton

Carole Fishbein, left,
and Esther Rosenfeld,

both of Scranton

Rose Chaskin of Scranton
and Lester Block of

Clarks Summit

Betty Bochicchio, left,
and Kitty Purosky,
both of Scranton

From left, Mildred
Weinberg and Tim

Lauffenburger, both of
Scranton, and Emily
Trunzo of Fleetville

From left, Kathryn Smith,
Patricia Gates and Lorraine

Mursch, all of Scranton

Phylis Chazan of Dalton, left,
and Shelly Garber of Scranton

Charlotta Gurevitz, left, and
Joan Ruben, both of Scranton

FIRSTNIGHT
MUSIC AND MORE: family bin-

go, 3 to 6 p.m., food court;
Brookvalley Farm horse-drawn

carriages, 6 to 11 p.m., main
entrance; Gene Dempsey

Orchestra, 7, 8:10 and 9:40
p.m.; Lollipop Facepainters, 7
to 10 p.m., Boscov’s; John

O’Connell caricature art, 7 to
11 p.m., food court; Cassan-

dra the Fortuneteller, 7 to
11:30 p.m., Bon-Ton; Whirli-

gig Hoopers hula-hoop

show, 7:30, 8:30 and 9:30
p.m.; Damian the Magician,

7:40, 9 and 10:20 p.m.;
The Mall at Steamtown, 300
Lackawanna Ave.

JUGGLING, MAGIC AND
MOTOWN MUSIC: juggler

Rob Smith, 6:30 to 7:30
p.m.; magician John Gra-

ham, 7:30, 8:45 and 10
p.m.; The Winstons, 8, 9:15
and 10:30 p.m., Elm Park
United Methodist Church,
712 Linden St.

’70S DISCO: 7 to 11:30 p.m.,
Vintage Theater & Cafe, 119
Penn Ave.

DANCE AND ROCK MUSIC:
Groove Train, 7 to 9 p.m.;
Jung Burgo, 9:45 to 11:50
p.m., Showmobile, 200 block
of North Washington Avenue.

MAGICIAN MICHAEL JINX: 7,
8:30 and 10 p.m., Cangiano’s
Italian Specialties/Chocolate
Creations, 400 Spruce St.

MUSIC, FACEPAINTING AND
BALLOONS: Common

Threads, 7 to 9 p.m.; Cosmo

and Connie facepainting and

balloons, 7 to 11 p.m., Hilton
Scranton and Conference
Center, 100 Adams Ave.

POEMS, JUGGLING AND MAG-
IC: Poem in My Pocket, 7 to
9 p.m.; Vaudeville juggler and

magician Mike Simon, 7:30,
9 and 10:30 p.m., Ritz The-
ater lobby, 222 Wyoming Ave.

FOLK ROCK AND POETRY:
Mollie Edsell, 7:30, 8:45 and
10 p.m.; original poetry, 8,
9:15 and 10:30 p.m.; Afa
Gallery, 514 Lackawanna Ave.

YOUNG ROCK BAND REVIEW:
7:30 to 9:30 p.m., Gallucci’s
Music, 224 Wyoming Ave.

DOO WOP AND CONTEMPO-
RARY ROCK: The Magics,

7:45, 9:15 and 10:45 p.m.;
Crimson Tears, 7:15, 8:45
and 10:15 p.m., Leahy Hall,
800 Linden St.

MUSIC AND JUGGLING: Sarah

Yzkanin, 7:45, 9:15 and
10:45 p.m.; juggler Rob

Smith, 8:30 and 10 p.m.,
Scranton Fire Department,
518 Mulberry St.

HERE WE ARE IN SPAIN
IMPROV GROUP: 8, 9:15 and
10:30 p.m., William J. Nealon
Federal Building & U.S. Court-
house, 235 N. Washington Ave.

ROB HARVEY: 8:15, 9:30 and
10:45 p.m., Northern Light
Espresso Bar, 536 Spruce St.

FIREWORKS: midnight,
Lackawanna County
Courthouse Square.

SEASONAL
THIRD ANNUAL MAGICAL

FIRESIDE CHRISTMAS
EXTRAVAGANZA: today, noon
to 6 p.m., $5 admission, $1
per activity ticket; Inn at
Pocono Manor, Route 314, 1
Manor Drive, Pocono Manor.

800-233-8150, ext. 7631.
A ROCKIN’ NEW YEAR’S EVE

PARTY: today, 7:30 p.m. to 2
a.m., Genetti Manor, Dickson
City, $49.95/$59.95/$79.95,
21 and older, reservations
required. 383-0207.

DOUG SMITH BAND: Skytop
Lodge, Skytop; New Year’s

Celebration, today, 9 p.m.
to 1 a.m.

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRIST-
MAS: mixed media works by
Virginia Pinto Sosik, on display
through December, Fidelity
Bank, 338 N. Washington Ave.

Site serves drink recipes
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